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Carpenters Arms     

Listed Building Consent Application 

As many will know, there has been a previous successful 

application to change the Carpenters Arms from a public 

house into a single dwelling; what may not be so well 

understood is that the approved application was subject to a 

number of conditions one of which is to gain listed building 

consent. Without this consent, no material changes to the 

building can be made.  

During lockdown, with restrictions on movement in place, a 

notice appeared on the gate of the Carpenters Arms 

notifying of the application to gain listed building consent 

with a deadline of 25th May.  

Local residents spotted this application and with limited time 

investigated the history of the application and 

utilising professional knowledge in the area of planning drew 

up a new objection on behalf of 100 residents (more 

residents continue to add their names to the list!).  

This objection has raised numerous points and includes a 

request for an extension to gather further information. The 

full objection, along with others raised, can be viewed by 

searching  

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/search-planning-licensing-

applications; if anyone has information about The 

Carpenters Arms or wants to be involved in this group 

objection,  

Please email SaveTheCarp2020@gmail.com.  

Village Noticeboard 

Coronavirus support and information, updated regularly, 

can be found at    

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Slapton Horton Grove Support Group 

providing  support to our pensioners and    

most vunerable self isolators     

Shopping, prescriptions, assistance, chat 

judithclaresheridan@gmail.com    

01525 222131 or text 07771 570314. 

Check our village website regularly    

www.slapton-pc.org     

for local updates and information and support within our 

village during the covid-19 crisis  

www.facebook.com/slaptonhortongrove    

for links to local shopping websites and community 

groups 

www.facebook.com/groups/Slapton     

news and information about the local area including 

events, neighbourhood watch, council notices, requests 

for help/advice and pictures taken of our beautiful area  

Playground Will Remain Closed 

Following the announcement from the Prime Minister, 

all playgrounds need to be closed.  

 Therefore, with immediate effect the play area on the 

Recreation Ground is now CLOSED until further notice. 

The Recreation Ground will remain open for people to 

use whilst observing the Governments instructions.    

The Stables and Greenacres Caravan Traveller Site 

A planning application outside our parish and county, but 

which affects our Parish has come to our attention  

Details and how to comment on page 7 



Hello everyone, 

Whilst many restrictions have still been upon us this month, the 

sun has shone and our villages have been basking in the sunshine. 

 VE Day saw us coming together and supporting each other, whilst 

respecting social distancing, a fantastic few hours were had by all.  

Maggie Godsland has kindly contributed a lovely feature on the 

little known walks around  Slapton. Isolation gives us the chance 

to do things we had not had time for before, and exploring our 

beautiful villages is an opportunity  to exercise and recharge the 

spirit. 

A couple of planning applications we need to be aware of.  The 

Carpenters Arms, for more details see www.facebook.com/

groups/slapton/ (see front page/below) and Greenacres Caravan 

Park details on page 7. 

Our annual scarecrow competition is going to be great fun,  this 

years theme is keyworkers and carers, a tribute to those working 

in challenging times.  Our postman and friend Kevin Pniewski will 

be judging, the date is set for 20th June, it would be wonderful to 

have lots of entries. 

Our village fete has a date of the 5th September, government 

guidelines dependant, we have a request for bric-a-brac, bottles, 

crockery and helpers.  Details on page 15 

A huge thank you to Judith Sheridan and the ongoing support of 

all of the volunteers who support our most vulnerable residents. 

On a more formal note, it is the intent of the  Parish Council to 

hold their meeting on the internet by Zoom.  Details will be 

available on the website www.slapton-pc.org nearer the time. 

We would all like to thank Brian Williams who has served on our 

Parish Council for the last 20 years, for all he has done on our 

behalf, if you are interested in becoming a councillor and finding 

out what it entails see page 6 for details. 

Our Craft Club continues to be an inspiration to us all, with their 

humour and kindness.  They are still supporting the NHS 

throughout the Covid-19 crisis, this time making scrub bags for 

washing uniforms and hearts for patients and their families.  They 

along with the WI, Senior Citizens Club and Family Club are all 

keeping in touch regularly through social media and whattsapp, 

and in the case of our pensioners, conference calling!  Our  

community I feel will be stronger for the bonds we are forming at 

this time, supporting, sharing and caring for each other. 

A note to close on is our Church is in desperate need of help. The 

south wall has subsidence and needs funds even to prop it 

temporarily.  Dave and Wendy Mann have campaigned tirelessly 

to fund raise for it on our behalf and need as much support as a 

village we can offer.  We appreciate the many acts of kindness 

they do for our community, page 12 will give a little more 

information on the situation.      

Sending love to everyone       Emma 

New Facebook Page 

www.facebook.com/groups/Slapton/ 

To work alongside the existing Facebook which 
provides specific information during the Covid 
crisis, we now have a new community Facebook 
page for Slapton, Horton and Grove.  

This page will provide all manner of news and 
information about the local area including events, 
neighbourhood watch, council notices, requests for 
help/advice and pictures taken of our beautiful 
area.  

It will very much be a community page so open for 
all to add your own input but, to avoid the ill-will 
sometimes seen in other similar sites, there will be 
a degree of editing to avoid unkind or vindictive 
posts.  

If you haven't already joined the group, please do 
and start contributing!   



VE Day Celebrations! 

We celebrated Victory In Europe’s 75th Anniversary and 

shared the celebration with each other safely.  Covid-19 has 

meant celebrations and coming together have not been 

possible, but in true VE Day style, to honour all the heros of 

World War II we respected social distancing  and celebrated 

from our own front gardens. 

VE Day also showed the Spirit of Slapton 

Horton and Grove and the generosity of 

spirit we have towards each other. 

A few days earlier, I had received a phone 

call from Heather Hing (left). Heather asked 

what the village had planned for  VE Day. 

Our Parish Council before Covid-19 had 

arranged a tea-dance and pop up pub for us 

all to share the celebration in true 1940’s 

style, but Covid-19 isolation meant this was 

no longer possible.  Heather explained her 

friends were celebrating with tea, cake and 

music in their own gardens. 

After a few phone calls our amazing village pulled together. 

Dave Mann organised 1940s music, in true community spirit 

to enable everyone to enjoy the celebration from their own 

gardens, he arranged a live stream through our facebook 

page www.facebook.com/

slaptonhortongrove to ensure we 

could all share the same celebration  

from the safety of our own gardens. 

Thank you Dave from all of us for all 

your hard work on all the music and 

ensuring our Villagers could honour 

VE Day 75th Anniversary all together 

whilst in isolation. 

With only two days, and a last minute 

email to those who have signed up  on the email distribution 

list for The Villager, everyone rallied together. 

 Alec Packham publicised it on our village 

website www.slapton-pc.org as did our two 

facebook groups, thanks Dave and Jez: 

www.facebook.com/slaptonhortongrove 

and www.facebook.com/groups/Slapton 

Our village came together to honour VE 

Day and our pensioners..  

We would like to thank Tony Reynolds  for 

putting up bunting in Rectory Close and 

around the village.   

Thank you to Madeline Carman for 

organising the bunting and for co-

ordinating Tony, our thanks to  

Gerallt Griffiths for streaming the 

music through the village. 

Thank you to everyone  who 

decorated your homes, made cakes 

and respected social distancing to 

make the day possible. 

At 4pm on the 8th May the sun shone, 

perfect weather for tea in the  garden. 

 Our friends and neighbours came 

outside within the confines of their 

gardens  in style to celebrate in safety 

the 75th Anniversary of VE Day. 

Thank you to Shiela, Marion, Heather, 

Betty and Madeline who shared their 

war time memories and experiences. 

Displaying their photographs and 

momentos for us all. 

The Churchill Cake was delicious. It 

was Churchills favourite recipe and 

the recipe can be found at 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/recipes/

churchills-fruit-cake 

Margret Winfield  was 

one of the highlights of 

the afternoon with her 

beautiful Cello playing. 

We would also like to 

thank Brian Williams for reading the Eulogy 

and Judith Sheridan for leading the singing of 

the National Anthem. 

In true Slapton Horton Grove spirit, a 

wonderful day was had by  everyone! 





 

 

Thank you to our villages for coming together 

to remember Victory in Europe Day               

75th Anniversary! 



Thank you to Sheila, Marion, Heather, Betty, Madeline 

and everyone who shared their memories and 

experiences of their time during the war. 

Sheila and Judith made the Churchill cake being 

Winston Churchill's favourite made by his housekeeper 

during the war!  Absolutely delicious! 

To see pictures and hear stories from our neighbours 

who had lived through unique times was both  

educational and heart-warming. 

 

 

Slapton Parish Council  

10 June 2020  

 

It is the intent of Slapton Parish Council to con-

duct the 10th of June's Council meeting using the 

Web based video chat programme known as 

Zoom. Please keep on eye on the Parish Website 

nearer the date for further details. 

 

www.slapton-pc.org 

Parish Council Zoom Meeting 



Slapton Parish Website 

www.slapton-pc.org

Slapton has its own Parish website. Here you will find all 

the information pertaining to our local area. Our website 

carries news and information and is the first place you 

should look for updates on how the current situation is 

affecting us locally. 

All Parish Council matters can be found here, along with 

reports from our County and District Councillors and news 

and events. 

The website has a variety of links to allow you to report 

problems to the Council, notify the correct department for 

potholes, view planning applications and keep up to date 

with the local Police and Crime reports. Both current and 

back copies of The Villager can also be found on-line 

here. 

If you have any information that you would like to be 

published on-line, an event to promote, or to book the 

Village Hall, please make contact through the 

relevant page on the website. 

A planning application outside our parish and county, but which 

affects our Parish has come to our attention and we would to 

encourage you to follow the link included below to familiarize 

yourself with the facts.  If you have a view on this planning 

application (for or against) please write to Central Beds Council. 

Application Number: CB/20/01719/REG3 

Application registered Consultation period Awaiting 

decision 

Decided Appeal Appeal decided 

Registration Date: 29 / 05 / 2020 

Parish Name: Billington 

Location: The Stables and Greenacres, Gypsy Lane, Little 

Billington, 

Leighton Buzzard, LU7 9BP 

Statutory Class: Small Major Gypsy&Traveller sites 10-199 

Proposal: Continued use of the land for the stationing of 77 

caravans (65 statics and 12 tourers) for Gypsies and 

Travellers, retention of two buildings for unrestricted C3 

(residential) use together with the addition of a landscape 

buffer and associated development including drainage 

works, access road and fencing. 

Case Officer: Debbie Quinn 

To comment  

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/44/planning/478/

view_and_comment_on_planning_applications 

Application Number: CB/20/01719/REG3 



Community Groups 

Slapton Craft Club 

The Craft Club is still going strong. We are crafting and 

keeping in touch with each other every day.. keeping our 

spirits up.. and sharing our 

worries and joys. It has 

proved a even stronger 

bond than we had before. 

Crafting items are ...hearts 

and rainbows.. peg 

bags...crochet work knitting, 

anything to keep our minds 

and fingers occupied. 

We are making scrubs bags 

just now for the hard 

working and courageous 

nurses to wash their 

garments in.  

When all this is over what a celebration we will all have.  

Take care everyone and keep safe. 

We have been comforted by all 

the offers of help and good 

wishes from our neighbours 

and friends.  

Slapton  and Horton has been 

so generous with good wishes, 

offers of help and acts of 

generosity and kindness.  

Thank you to everyone of you. 

100 Club 

The 100 Club Draw Ball for March was drawn at the VE Day 

celebration and the prize went to John Newton with ball 37. 

To Join contact Madeline at 3 Rectory Close 

 

We have a challenge for knitters and crochet fans! 

 

We'd like you to make 4" squares, that will then be sewn 

together to make rainbow comfort blankets for 

child victims of crime and vulnerable 

residents in our community. 

 

Child victims, supported by wonderful charity 

Embrace CVOC, will also receive a Bobby 

Buddy teddy, and our lovely volunteers will use a square to 

make a pocket for teddy to live in. 

 

When your squares are ready, you can drop them in the 

foodbank trolley in Morrisons, Lake Street, or email 

Rachel.carne@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk, or call Katharine 

at Morrisons on 07811715793 to arrange collection. 

 

Closing date is 30 June. 

Thank you in advance. These blankets will bring so much 

joy and comfort to those who need it at this time. 

Slapton WI 

We are,  of course, all missing our  monthly meetings. 

Nevertheless, we are using social media to try to keep in 

touch,and also looking out for those members who rely on 

phones for contact. Our only ongoing  initiative at the 

moment is growing on our one potato. Sadly, some were 

affected by the severe frost early in May. We shall harvest 

them in July and see who has managed to grow the 

greatest weight from their one potato. As with all 

organisations, the County and National WI committees are 

working out ways of making up for all the abandoned 

activities in recent weeks. Bucks county had a really full 

programme marking its centenary year, and we in Slapton 

were planning our Seventieth celebration. Many Slapton 

members are involved in the Slapton Craft group and their 

various activities in support of NHS staff etc. The support 

network within the village WI group is important in keeping 

spirits up while in isolation.  

 

Senior Citizens Club 

Every Thursday during the lockdown we meet via a 

telephone conference call! 

Sounds very business like doesn't it!!  It is just a very 

friendly get together where we check up on each other's 

well being, and pass on useful support and tips on coping 

during this difficult time. 

All the information in the May Villager re local farm shops 

proved to be very useful to those of us who are isolating but 

need help with our shopping. 

We usually talk for at least an hour and those that 

participate really do enjoy the company. 

It's our Happy Hour! Shirley Burrell 



Slapton Horton and Grove Support Group 

 
Another month has gone by and we seem to be adapting to 
this new reality.  While the sun continues to shine on our 
beautiful village, we all continue to tend our gardens, clear out 
our garages and lofts, redecorate our homes, and generally 
attend to all those jobs we never seemed to have time to get 
to before.   We also have more time to spend with those 
closest to us at home, and can skype, zoom or telephone 
those from whom we are separated. We can also take long 
walks and appreciate the beautiful countryside around us. 

 
It’s good to know that, as the restrictions are tentatively 
loosening, we still have a flourishing support group made up 
of villagers willing to give their time to help those in need.  It 
may be a small thing, but every gesture of kindness is 
appreciated at this time.  Thank you so much to all the 
volunteers who have helped with shopping, picking up 
medicines and prescriptions, and many other tasks which 
have helped to make someone else’s life easier.  Thank you 
too, to all of you who may not be known to us, who are also 
giving their time and friendship in supporting the community. 

 
Although life may, very slowly, be returning to normal, please 
remember the support group will be there for you as long as it 
is needed. 

 
So please, if you are in need of any help, support, shopping, 
gardening or even just a chat, please contact the support 
group and someone will meet your needs. 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact Judith on: 
email:  judithclaresheridan@gmail.com 
tel:      01525 222131 text:    07771 570314 
  
Though we are keeping our distance, help is still near at 
hand. 

The Family Club 

Hello everyone, 

Hope you are all keeping well, 

safe and more importantly 

sane! 

The hot weather is certainly helping! How lucky are we to live 

here in Slapton with all the open space? 

VE day was great fun and gave us something to look forward 

to. I did not make it down to Rectory Close but along Mill 

Road a few residents took part by having afternoon tea from 

their driveways. We had wartime music playing and enjoyed 

tea and cake.  

My Grandmother said to me on VE day, at least with the war 

you could see and hear it. With Covid we can’t, its silent. 

Quite a powerful statement I thought. 

I am sure the families with children of school age, now have 

the anticipation of schools opening again. Very confusing 

times but be assured everyone is feeling the same pressures 

and have their own opinions.  

Chris at Demon fitness continues to challenge residents of 

the village with her fitness routines (including me!). May I take 

this opportunity to thank her for her support, as her positivity 

and upbeat mood is brilliant as always! (And no, she isn’t 

paying me commission to say that!).  

It has been lovely to hear families playing in the recreation 

grounds again. Let’s hope it won’t be long until the family club 

can regroup there again. 

In the meantime, keep in touch and keep spreading the 

rainbows! 

Kirsti 

www.childline.org.uk  (free, private and confidential help for 

children and young people) 

www.nspcc.org.uk (part of Childline) 

Reminder of their ‘Calm Zone’ area on their website which 

has activities from breathing exercises, activities, games and 

videos to help let go of stress.  

There is also a very useful Covid 19 support and advice page 

for both parents and carers.An abundance of support 

available from advice on how we help our children deal with 

anxieties and worries about the virus, to worries about conflict 

and family tension and much more. 

0808 800 5000 (Help for adults concerned about a child) 

0800 1111 online or phone for children (restricted times at the 

moment, please see website for details) 

Kirsti  (07752 269851 Kirsti.lowery@yahoo.comraft club 

 

 

It has been another really busy month at Demon Fitness. 

Our private group continues to grow and we now have 

over 160 members.  

With classes running 7 days a week with between 2 and 4 

classes a day to choose from there really is                

something for everyone. We are live on Zoom and 

Facebook live and there is access to pre-recorded classes 

for those of us who cannot make the live ones 

We are really proud of what we have achieved in a small 

space of time. If you would like to get involved, please look 

us up on Facebook at demonfit66six or contact me for 

further information      ckelly666@googlemail.com          

Tel 07941177666 

FIRST SESSION IS ALWAYS FREE. 

mailto:ckelly666@googlemail.com


 

 

Little-walked footpaths in and around Slapton 

 

One of the things that has kept me sane during lockdown is 
exploring the local footpaths that I’ve always been meaning 
to walk but never actually got around to doing so. Now I’ve 
done a few of them I’m happy to report that they are full of 
surprises and have sometimes taken me to places I didn’t 
know existed. Some of them offer amazing views; all of them 
provide a new perspective on familiar surroundings, which, 
let’s face it, is what we all need right now. I’ll start with the 
path from Slapton Lane to Ivinghoe Aston Road. Since I’ve 
never actually met anyone else on this path, I’m assuming 
that most people either don’t know about it or don’t bother 
with it, which is a shame. 

This is an initially unpromising footpath which quickly leaves 
the solar farm behind and offers panoramic views of the 
surrounding countryside to bring you to an almost hidden exit 
onto the Ivinghoe Aston Road, just up from the turn off to 
Horton Wharf. It is considerably longer than the path from 
Church Road/Rectory Close to the Ivinghoe Aston Road 
because of the way Slapton Lane and the latter diverge. 

The path starts at the place where Slapton Lane veers 
sharply left in the direction of the A4146. On your right is a 
stile which you cross onto a path to the right of the field 

heading along a clear track 
towards an abandoned digger 
and the solar farm. You cross 
into the second field with the 
solar farm on your left. The 
track here is grassed over but 
there are clear routes through 
the grass. At the end of this 
field is a small but delightful 

copse of hawthorn trees.  

The third field is 
similar to the 
second with the 
solar farm still on 
your left (smile 
here, you may 
well be on CCTV), 
though you can 
catch glimpses of 
the adjacent fields 
to your right.  

You leave the field through a stile followed shortly by a 
kissing gate to enter the fourth field where you begin to 
understand why this walk is worth doing. The track is almost 
straight in front of you, with a very slight veer to the right and 
marked by grass of slightly different colour and length. As 

you progress across 
the field, the White Lion 
on Dunstable Downs 
can be seen on your 
left and the village and 
surroundings of 
Mentmore in the 
distance ahead of you. 
You leave this field by 
a kissing gate.This is 
an extensive open 

grassy field offering vast views of the surrounding 
countryside: Hill Farm to the north-west and Dunstable 
Downs to the south-east.  

The next field has been recently ploughed but it is easy to 
find your way as you simply cross straight over the field to 
the kissing gate immediately opposite, set into a gap in the 
hedge. Mentmore is clearly visible in front of you slightly on 

your right. As you look further to your right you may glimpse 
the Ivinghoe Aston Road through a 5-bar gate. Do not turn in 
this direction but keep to the footpath which takes you into 
the sixth and final field. 

Here the path, again visible 
as a slight change in the 
colour and height of the 
grass, veers to the right and 
wiggles slightly. The exit to 
the road is actually in the 
hedgerow to the right of you 
rather than, as might be 
expected directly in front of 
you as you enter the field. 
Head in the direction of the two trees shown in the middle of 
the photo. You leave the field through a kissing gate in a 
narrow gap in the hedge  crossing a small plank bridge to 
arrive in the Ivinghoe Aston Road.  

From here, if you want to 
walk further, you can turn 
left and follow the Ivinghoe 
Aston Road to the turn off 
on the right to Horton 
Wharf, from where you can 
take the tow path along the 
canal back to Slapton Lock. 
Or you can turn right and 

follow the Ivinghoe Aston Road to take the footpath on your 
right, past the back gardens of Rectory Close to come out on 
Church Road opposite Tourney Court. Of course, you can 
also go back the way you 
came. If you do so, you will 
notice that the footpath 
signpost at the Ivinghoe 
Aston Road entrance does 
not point in the direction of 
the footpath, which 
actually runs at a 45o 
angle to the hedgerow you 
leave behind you towards 
the left of the field. One advantage of coming back the same 
way is that you can catch sight, through trees, of buildings 
which may be Butler’s Manor Edlesborough to the right of 
you as you approach Slapton Lane. 

Distance: 1 kilometre or 5/8 mile each way and about the 
same distance from Slapton to the start of the path. 

Maps: The Ordnance Survey maps are always good 
especially the OS Explorer Active Maps. Unfortunately 
Slapton lies at the boundary between different sheets and 
bespoke maps cannot be ordered at present. A map of public 
rights of way can be downloaded from buckscc.gov.uk/
services/environment/public-rights-of-way/public-rights-of-
way-map/ which gives a good overall picture of footpaths in 
the vicinity. The map of the Two Ridges Link also gives a 
handy overview of local footpaths but unfortunately locates a 
very fetching picture of Holy Cross Church slap bang in the 
middle of the footpath in question. 

Maggie Godsland 

Next time: the hidden beauties of Little Billington! 

 

Have a look at Walking in Buckinghamshire (https://

www.walkinginengland.co.uk/bucks) my website, which has 

hundreds of FREE walks to download and print plus details 

of all the walking clubs in the country and loads more 

information. 



 

 

NOW OPEN – Mead Open Farm Drive-Thru Farm Shop 

Supplying fresh produce to the local community - without you 

having to leave your vehicle - Mead Open Farm have 

launched a “Drive-Thru” Farm Shop.  Open daily from 10am 

until 4pm (whilst the Farm 

Park is temporarily closed), 

they offer a wide range of 

fresh goods for you to 

purchase. Sourced locally 

where they can, they have a 

quality, fresh meat delivery 

every day, fruit and vegetable, 

eggs, milk, flour, bread and 

more.  They also have toilet 

roll! 

Mead Open Farm is based at 

Stanbridge Road, Billington 

and they look forward to 

welcoming you soon.   

For more information, visit www.meadopenfarm.co.uk 

Masons Home Delivery Service 

We are offering a free home delivery service for the elderly 

and those who are self isolating from Covid-19 

Delivery day to Slapton Horton and Grove is a Tuesday 

Place orders on 07940 227487 

Shopping must be over £20 and paid for either in cash or by 

card over the phone 

Your order needs to be placed by noon on Tuesday for 

delivery after 4pm 

Browns Butchers 

98 High Street Eaton Bray                      01525 220413 

Browns will be pleased to accept telephone orders from our 

elderly and self isolating residents.  Once ordered and paid 

for  the support volunteer team are happy to collect our 

orders  

 

Groom's Farm Shop  

Are offering delivery of fresh local produce with priority to the 

elderly those in self isolation, please contact 

info@groomsfarmshop to order. 

Again the volunteer team have confirmed they can collect 

orders on Thursdays. 

 

www.pharmacy2u 

Pharmacy2U offer free delivery of your repeat NHS 

Prescriptions 

 

 

Clipstone Dairy produces whole, unhomogenised milk direct 

from their farm in Leighton Buzzard.  The vending machine is 

open 7am-7pm 7 days a week. Prices are £1.50 for 1 litre 

and £2.50 for 2 litres in a plastic bottle. We have glass 

recyclable bottles available for £1.20 which can be re-used 

and taken back to the vending machine for a re-fill.  

The milk is not homogenised, separated or standardised. 

This means it has been gently heated to kill any harmful 

bacteria but importantly retains all its flavour and goodness, 

after the milk has settled the cream will even rise to the top 

just like it used to.  

The farm fresh milk is gently pasteurised it is safe for children 

and older people. Pasteurisation kills off harmful bacteria and 

by doing this process at a lower temperature more of the 

good bacteria and lactose enzymes are saved. 

The vending machine is filled up with fresh milk each day so 

your milk is never more than 24hrs old and contains no food 

miles unlike shop bought milk. Fresh eggs also available via 

the egg vending machine: 

½ doz small eggs £1.20     ½ doz large eggs £1.70      1 doz 

eggs £2.40  

The vending machine is located at Clipstone Farm, Clipstone, 

Leighton Buzzard,  LU7 9NZ  

 

Hortons Butchers in Tottenhoe 

1 Chapel Lane Tottenhoe 01525 220213 

Free delivery to Slapton Horton and Grove if you spend over 

£30.  Delivery Friday/Sunday 

www.facebook.com/hortonsbutcherstotternhoe/ 

 

www.primarycaresupplies.co.uk 

70% Alcohol Hand Sanitiser 500ml £11.95 

 

The Baa Tea Room and Nobbys Farm Shop 

Leighton Road Great Billington  07831 212655 

www.facebook.com/nobbysfarmshop/ 

 

 

Village LPG supply at great rates 

 

Slapton Parish has secured an advantageous price of 

33p per litre from FloGas for LPG, suitable for anyone 

with a bulk tank. The tank can be either above ground or 

buried beneath the surface. Tank rental is fixed at £60 

per annum.  All prices are subject to VAT at 5%.  If you 

are with either FloGas or an alternative supplier and wish 

to benefit from this group rate, please send an email to 

Abdullah.Hassan@flogas.co.uk  stating that you wish to 

join the Slapton Parish Group Deal, and Abdul will advise 

you on what you need to do, and sign you up. 

mailto:info@groomsfarmshop


 Every Thursday for the last 10 weeks we have 

clapped for our NHS and carers.  Thank you to the 

carers and key workers from our community.        

We have also been clapping for each other and 

feeling the warmth of community and bridging the 

gap between the generations. 

Slapton Horton Grove you are amazing! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I would like to mention that in place of our 
normal church services the Rev David 
Holloway is kindly relaying each Sunday 
service online and over the telephone 
(approximate length 20 mins). 
 
Details below: 
Facebook.com/holycrossslapton at 9:30 
am  
Telephone Conference at 10:00 am - 
please dial this number: 020 3695 9267 
followed by the 5 digit room number - this 
is available from Dave Mann on 01525 
221202. 
 
Wishing all friends good health and a 
peaceful mind in these difficult times. 
Best wishes 
Wendy Mann churchwarden. 
01525 221202 
 
As we mentioned last month, we have two ongoing projects - 
Bells restoration and South wall repairs. 
 
Given the current situation with the pandemic, we cannot 
move forward with the Bells until we are able to have another 
survey from the Bell Hangers. 
 
To date, with the generous contributions from Spirit of 
Slapton, other Villagers, Fund Raising and a number of 
grants from other organisations, we are up to a total of 
around £33,000. Our target to complete the restoration is 
£45,000 which we think is achievable once we can resume 
our fund raising. 
 
The problems we have with our South Wall are much more 
serious. The wall is moving outwards, away from the centre 
of the church due to subsidence. The wooden roof sits on top  
of the edge of this wall and because of the movement, is now 
not supported properly and is danger of collapsing.  

 

We have temporarily erected scaffolding to help support the 
roof but this is a very short term measure. 
The wall is monitored daily and although the rate at which it 
moves has slowed down, it is still moving. 
 
Back in December we had a structural survey which advised 
immediate emergency repairs to prevent catastrophic 
collapse of the wall and roof. 
 

We managed straight away to get generous grants from 
Bucks Historic Churches, Francis Coales Foundation, 
Knyghton Charity and with our own fund raising (before we 
had to stop with lockdown) got to a grand total of £12,000. 
 
The cost of emergency repairs is around £18,000 so we are 
£6,000 short of the amount we need to complete the repairs. 
If you feel you are able to help our historic church in any way 
(it is the oldest church in the area), we have an online system 
called ‘Parish Giving’ which allows us to claim the tax back 
on any sums donated by a UK taxpayer. This gives us a very 
useful additional amount. 
 
 
It is a regular monthly donation and it can be as much or as 
little as you feel able to give. 
(please contact Wendy for details 01525 221202) 
Any help would be very much appreciated. 
Thank you 
Best wishes Dave Mann churchwarden 
Wendy and David Mann 
holycrossslapton@gmail.com 

Did you know that your local churches in Ivinghoe, 

Slapton and Marsworth run a Food Bank? 

Would you like to donate food? 

St. Mary’s Church in Ivinghoe is open every day from 

8.30 until 5pm or you can leave donations in the porch. 

Any packets, tins or dry goods welcome especially 

longlife milk and tinned cooked meat or pies. 

Do you know of anyone who is in need of food or are 

you short of food yourself or need someone to shop for 

you? 

Please contact Sandra on 01296 668648 or Babs on 

07860 780127 

All calls will be dealt with confidentially and we will 

arrange for a box of food to be left on the doorstep 

Thank you! 
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Message from Martin Tett BUC 

How to get local help and support during the 

coronavirus pandemic  

I want to keep reminding everyone about our online 

community support hub if you need any advice or support, or 

know of a vulnerable person who does. Go online for all the 

latest information on local support networks available across 

the county at: www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus. 

Also use the Buckinghamshire Council website for all the 

most recent updates on our services: 

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk. Follow us on Twitter, 

Instagram or like us on Facebook too for up to date 

information. 

This emergency can make our vulnerable residents even 

more vulnerable. If you are concerned about a vulnerable 

person or think they may be at risk please call us on 01296 

383 204. 

The North Bucks Patient Support Service  

are an NHS funded link between older and vulnerable 

patients of all the GP Surgeries in north Buckinghamshire.  

www.northbuckspatientsupport.info/coronavirus   

and  www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus  

Talk about your Worries 

If you are worried about how coronavirus is impacting on you, 

your family and friends, your finances or your future please 

talk to someone about your feelings. 

If you can’t talk to a friend or family member, there is a lot of 

support available online or by phone and text. 

One of the best places to find details of local support is 

through the Healthy Minds website 

https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/healthyminds/covid/ 

Council Tax         
During this difficult time, we want to support our residents 
who may be struggling to pay their council tax bills. For 
example, for our working–age residents, who already have 
Council Tax Reduction, we are reducing their council tax bill 
by up to £150. However, we know others maybe struggling 
too. We ask that if you know anyone who is finding it difficult                                             
to make these payments at the moment, that they contact us 

so we can work through a solution together. Please share this 
link with them for details - https://
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/council-tax/help-council-tax-
payments/  

Coronavirus business grants – beware of scams! 

Small businesses in the retail, hospitality and leisure sectors 
can now get coronavirus business grants through 
Buckinghamshire Council. Most businesses in these 
industries plus businesses receiving Small Business Rate 
Relief or Rural Rate Relief qualify to apply for this help. We’ve 
written to and have emailed businesses in our business rates 
system with details about how to apply. 

Doorstep Posters 

If you have concerns for anyone within your home 
who is vulnerable and has or is within the high risk 
category for Covid-19  and you would prefer not to 

have to answer the door, go to our website 
www.slapton-pc.org and download the full size 

posters to display on your door. 

Residents should check the following link for 
daily updates about all council services: 

https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-
and-safety/changes-to-our-services-due-

coronavirus/   

 



Scarecrow Competition 

20th June 2020 

As is traditional at this time of year in          

Slapton, Horton and Grove,                              

we ask you to make a scarecrow 

This years theme is ……. 

Keyworkers and Carers 

A tribute to those working in challenging times 

Judged by our own awesome postman 

Kevin Pniewski 

First, second and third prizes to the best scarecrows  

Straw available from Bury Farm and the Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall car park.                            

Don’t forget old clothes also make great stuffing! 

The Midsummer Fete 

As we look forward to the conclusion of lockdown and the 

end of this virus and start to get back to our normal lives, 

we are still remaining positive that we can give you all 

something to look forward to in the form of the annual 

village fete, we anticipate 5th September, guidelines 

dependant. Therefore we would like to reiterate our request 

for the usual items that are invaluable to the organisation of 

the fete.  If you are having a clear out please remember that 

we are in need of old crockery, bric-a-brac, Tombola prizes, 

Books, full bottles of booze for the barrow of bottles and 

donations of prizes! (Collection of these items can be 

arranged) 

We would also like to ask anyone who would like to help out 

with the setup/ breakdown or even running a stall on the 

day to please make contact with us as soon as possible so 

we can try and make this event as much of a success as 

we can in these unprecedented times to bring the 

community back together! 

 If you are interested in being a part of this special event 

and making a difference to your community and our chosen 

charity which will be The Air Ambulance this year, please 

contact Tony on 07809 477317, or Madeline on 01525 

220393 

The National Theatre 

During the lockdown, the National Theatre has come up 

with a novel way for the public to still enjoy the best from 

the stage. Every Thursday 7 pm BST on the theatre's 

official YouTube channel, fans will be able to stream a 

selection of performances for a week. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/ntdiscovertheatre  

The best part of it all is that it's free to watch 

Go to https://www.youtube.com/user/ntdiscovertheatre to 

find out more if for some reason this link doesn’t work you 

can use your smart tv, or go to the National Theatre 

website. 

Queens Park Arts Centre Aylesbury 

Queens Park’s 500 Words Challenge remains open for 

young writers to pen brand new short stories, and the 

submission window has been extended to Sunday 5th July 

to give aspiring authors time to pen (or type!) their tales. 

The Centre’s production company, Unbound Theatre, are 

also keeping active with a slate of brand new audio and 

video content due to be posted online as part of their ‘Keep 

Telling Stories’ project, beginning with their ‘A Sonnet A 

Day’ initiative working alongside professional voice actors 

to record all of Shakespeare’s famous poems. 

Furthermore, any artistic groups or organisations are invited 

to keep people updated on their activities and projects by 

sending the Centre information to repost online, helping 

grow a community of creativity in light of venue closures 

and event cancellations. 

Anyone wishing to join the campaign can send their content 

to info@qpc.org or post online and tag in Queens Park Arts 

Centre’s social media accounts; most importantly, though, 

they need to use the #LiveCreativelyQPAC hashtag. 

To see the campaign in action head over to www.qpc.org, 

follow @queensparkarts on Twitter and Instagram, or like /

queensparkartscentre on Facebook. 



Helplines 

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk Bucks County Council 

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus   

Coronavirus Government help https://www.gov.uk/

coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable 

District Council help www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/

coronavirus/community-hub 

Aylesbury Women’s Aid       01296 436827 

www.reducingtherisk.org.uk/cms/content/information-and-

advice-buckinghamshire                                                          

Help and advice on  domestic abuse 

www.bucksmind.org.uk  Mind  mental/emotional help 

www.childline.org.uk  (free, private and confidential help for 

children and young people) 

Childline 0808 800 5000 (help for adults concerned about a 

child) 

Childline  0800111 (help for children) 

www.NHS.uk Advice on covid-19, childhood illnesses injuries 

Bucks Schools Team 01296 395000 

 

 

Useful numbers 

Parish Clerk John Furniss 01462 713424   

Village Hall Bookings  Frank  07716 723780 

Church Wardens Dave and Wendy 221202 

Volunteer Helpline  Judith 222131 

The Villager   Emma 01525 221111 

100 Club Madeline Carman 220393 

Slapton Players Madeline 220393 

Family Club Kirsti 07752 269851 

Senior Citizens Club Shirley  

The Craft Club Wendy 222776 

Womens Institute Rhoda 220395 

Foodbank local 07860 780127  

Aylesbury Vale District Council 01296 585858 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Villager Copy Date and Advertising Rates 

Copy for the July Villager is due on the 20th June at 

theslaptonvillager@gmail.com or Buffalo House, Mill 

Road, Slapton and speak to Emma on 01525 221111  

Boxed Display rate –Commercial 

Full page - £25 per month 

1/2 page - £16 per month 

1/4 page - £8 per month 

1/8 page - £5 per month 

Boxed Display rates –Non commercial 

Full page - £20 per month 

1/2 page - £10 per month 

1/4 page - £5 per month 

1/8 page - £3 per month 

Editors Note: Contributors to The Villager should be 

aware that the editor reserves the right to edit text 

submitted, for reasons of accuracy, sense, clarity, 

tone, relevance and space.  Contact the editor at 

theslaptonvillager@gmail.com 

If you are receiving a paper copy of The Villager and would 

prefer to get it by email, contact the editor  at 

theslaptonvillager@gmail.com or Emma Griffin at Buffalo 

House on 221111  

 

It's Nice To Be Important, But It's More Important To Be 
Nice! For far too long, being nice has been mistaken for 
being weak. In reality, niceness is a necessary quality of 
leadership for the world we’re living in. 


