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The Carpenters Arms – Update  

Although a final outcome has not as yet been decided, there 

is an update on the above planning application.  

An important decision has been reached by the Heritage 

Officer on behalf of Buckinghamshire Council:  

“…it is felt that in heritage terms:  That the application does 

not comply with the relevant heritage policy and therefore 

unless there are sufficient planning reasons, IT SHOULD BE 

REFUSED for this reason.” (Buckinghamshire Council (“BC”); 

Heritage Officer Comments; Application consultation 

response 17/06/2020).  The full response can be found on the 

planning portal.  

The recommendation to refuse planning application in terms 

of heritage from Buckinghamshire Council’s Heritage Officer 

should carry considerable weight in the overall decision as to 

whether Buckinghamshire Council grant or refuse planning 

permission for: Listed Building Consent for the change of use 

of The Carpenter’s Arms. However, the applicant has now re-

submitted new plans in what must be an attempt to respond 

the best way to process these new submissions.   

In conjunction with this, investigations are ongoing behind the 

legality to remove The Carpenter’s Arms as an Asset of 

Community Value (“ACV”).  Any additional information that 

could be provided about non-ancillary uses  (i.e. uses of The 

Carpenters Arms that weren’t strictly related to it being ‘a 

pub’) in the recent past or in the last five years would be 

extremely helpful; please 

email: SaveTheCarps2020@gmail.com. We have also 

received a number of suggestions from The Campaign For 

Real Ale on options which we're currently digesting.     

Matt Hensey, the author of the objection on behalf of 100 

residents, said:  “…we're not in the spirit of giving up until the 

village gets this important village asset back;  with the will of 

the village behind us, we will continue to defend the current 

application, fight the previous application, and defend any 

future application.”  

If you want to discuss how you might be able to help bring 

The Carps back to its former glory, please 

email SaveTheCarps2020@gmail.com. 

Jeremy Whinnett 

Village Noticeboard 

Coronavirus support and information, updated 

regularly, can be found at                              

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus   

Slapton Horton Grove Support Group                               

Providing  support to our pensioners and                       

most vulnerable self isolators                                    

Shopping, prescriptions, assistance, chat 

judithclaresheridan@gmail.com                                       

01525 222131 or text 07771 570314. 

Check our village website regularly                         

www.slapton-pc.org                                                       

For local updates and information and support within 

our village during the covid-19 crisis  

www.facebook.com/slaptonhortongrove                            

For links to local shopping websites and community 

groups 

www.facebook.com/groups/Slapton             

News and information about the local area including 

events, neighbourhood watch, council notices, 

requests for help/advice and pictures taken of our 

beautiful area  

Playground Will Remain Closed 

Following the announcement from the Prime Minister, 

all playgrounds need to be closed.  

 Therefore, with immediate effect the play area on the 

Recreation Ground is now CLOSED until further 

notice.   The Recreation Ground will remain open for 

people to use whilst observing the Governments 

instructions.    

Holy Cross Church Will Remain Closed 

Due to safety concerns Holy Cross Church will remain 

CLOSED until further notice 

The Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall will 

Remain Closed 

Due to the additional cost of cleaning and monitoring 

the use of the Hall it  is not viable and therefore the 

Hall will remain closed. 

 



Hello everyone, 

June has been a mixture of brilliant sunshine days and heavy 

rain.   The Covid-19 restrictions are starting to ease a little, 

and we are soon to see what the ‘New Normal’ will become.  

Throughout June  the community spirit of Slapton Horton 

Grove has shone through with fun this month with our 

Scarecrow Competition judged by Kevin Pniewski, well done 

and thank you to all our Villagers who joined in the fun. 

We have a couple of announcements,  Penny and Chris in 

Horton have a new granddaughter, Daphne Rose Erica, a 

sister for Theo. She was born 9 May 2020 and all is going 

well in this time of Coronavirus.   Congratulations from all of 

us. 

We also would like to offer a warm welcome to Jade and T.J. 

in Horton Road who are new to the village, they have moved 

recently from London and I know are looking forward to 

meeting their new neighbours. 

As always we would like to say a huge thank you to Judith 

Sheridan and the ongoing support of all of the volunteers 

who support our most vulnerable residents on a daily basis. 

The Villager this month had a lovely surprise, the Parish 

Council has increased its support grant for the current year, it 

is very much appreciated to help us all stay in touch with 

each other. 

The Villager also would like to thank the community for their 

ongoing support of The Villager, providing features, content, 

photographs, deliveries and showing kindness to each other 

throughout these very difficult times. 

The Elizabeth Griffin Memorial 

Hall will remain closed due to 

the additional restrictions 

resulting from covid-19 

pandemic, which means our 

Parish Council meeting is yet to 

be decided, the details will be 

published on our website 

www.slapton-pc.org 

The Holy Cross Church is also closed at the moment for 

safety concerns.  Our thanks go to Dave and Wendy for 

fundraising on our behalf. 

I had a lovely email from Madeleine this week, concerning 

the rose garden and how she found it a lovely calm spot to sit  

surrounded by birds and flowers.  

She mentioned it was in need of 

attention.   

Residents of Slapton are hoping to 

form a group to tidy the rose arbour 

on a regular basis. If any one is 

interested in joining, please contact  

Wendy McLeod 222776  to work out 

a plan.  

Lots of villagers have found great 

comfort in resting on the seats by the 

rose arbour, so thanks Wendy for organising this.  

 Sending love to everyone       Emma 

The Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall    

will remain Closed 

The Government has relaxed the restrictions on the 

opening of Village Halls. As from 4th July 2020, 

Community Centres are allowed to re-open. The advice 

received by the Hall Trustees is that strict protocols must 

be followed to ensure the safety of all users. 

This includes a compulsory cleaning of the Hall prior to 

each hiring, restrictions on the use of kitchen facilities, 

limiting the use of the toilets to only one person at a time 

and ensuring that the numbers in each group maintain the 

requisite distance of 2 metres between each individual. 

It is felt that the additional cost of cleaning and monitoring 

the use of the Hall is not viable and therefore the Hall will 

remain closed. 

 



Parish Council Making History 

History was being made in Slapton Horton and Grove with 

the first ever Parish Council meeting taking place by Zoom. 

Not only were the Parish Councillors able to meet whilst 

respecting the Covid-19 safety and social distancing 

requirements, parish matters could be discussed and 

residents could contribute and comment in the same way as 

the usual meetings held in the Elizabeth Griffin Memorial 

Hall. 

Congratulations were in order for the 

successful broadcast of the meeting 

through the website and facebook 

pages, enabling residents who did not 

wish to contribute to the meeting to be 

able to watch it live, our thanks to Jez 

at www.facebook.com/groups/slapton 

for the opportunity to ‘catch up’ and 

watch the meeting at a convenient 

time. 

To make the parish council meeting 

available to everyone in their own 

home is wonderfully socially inclusive, 

and enables everyone regardless of 

mobility or  age, health, location or 

time restrictions  to see current issues 

for our community being discussed and acted upon. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Parish and 

District Councillors for all the work they undertake tirelessly 

on our behalf. 

Meetings will resume at the Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall 

once Covid-19 restrictions ease, but I cannot help thinking 

this a marvellous way to include the whole community in 

parish matters and maybe something to aspire to in the 

future. 

Demons In the Rec! 

Innovative Chris Kelly is determined not even a  pandemic 

can stop her classes for a moment. She has cast aside her 

halo and called her fitness Demons to the beautiful Slapton 

recreation ground. 

The weather kept fine and 

Chris’s first outdoor class 

was a great success.  Chris 

led the motivated group  in a 

range of exercise fitness 

techniques enjoying the best 

of the  lovely summer 

evening. 

Chris has also met the challenge of the recent  restrictions by  

creating online classes, 1 to 1 

sessions, and sessions on Zoom 

and Facebook. She is continually 

finding new ways  to bring fitness 

to our village throughout these 

challenging times. 

If you would like to bring out your inner  fitness Demon with 

all the physical and mental health benefits fitness can bring, 

come and join Chris and her class, she would be delighted to 

hear from you.  Hopefully 

it won’t be too long 

before Chris can resume 

her usual timetable at our 

Elizabeth Griffin 

Memorial Hall. 

 

Until then fitness in the beautiful Slapton recreation ground 

will be a special treat for all involved. 

Well done Chris. 

 

 

 

 

 

So much has been going on at Demon Fitness! 

We continue to run classes 7 days a week and with 

between 2 and 4 classes a day there really is something 

for everyone. We are live on Zoom and Facebook and now 

with the addition of the outdoor Metafit there couldn't be a 

better time to try something new.  

Classes include, Hiitstep Metafit, Resistance Training, 

Gentle Aerobics and much more. The classes are between 

30 and 45 minutes long and can be adapted for all 

abilities. 

There is also the opportunity to book outdoor private group 

sessions with friends and save on the price of classes. 

Are you looking to release your inner fitness 

demon? Contact us for more information. Facebook at 

demonfit66six or contact me for further information      

ckelly666@googlemail.com          Tel 07941177666 

FIRST SESSION IS ALWAYS FREE. 

mailto:ckelly666@googlemail.com


Scarecrow Competition 

The rain couldn’t dampen the spirits of residents of Slapton Horton and 

Grove as yet again community spirit was high with support for         

The Slapton Horton Grove Scarecrow Competition. 

On the 20th June our amazing villages came together to produce 

scarecrows from anything and everything lying around at home. 

This years theme was Keyworkers and Carers, a  tribute to those working in 

challenging times 

Kevin Pniewski our awesome postman not only had the difficult  task of judging first 

second and third place, he was exceptionally generous in presenting a prize to 

everyone who entered. 

First Prize  Sue Stebbings in Church Road for her 

child clapping scarecrow 

Second Prize Shane and Jane Savage in 

Knyghton Close for their carer scarecrow 

Third Prize Sally and Colin Hayes  for the 

fantastic rainbow tractor scarecrow which made 

us all smile coming in and out of the village. 

And everyone else who entered received 

chocolate and wine! Kevin is so kind. 

Thank you Kevin from all of us.   

We would also like to show our appreciation to  

Hill Farm and Bury Farm for their kind donation 

of straw, and to Alec Packham Photography for 

capturing the fun. 



Slapton Parish Website 

www.slapton-pc.org 

 

Slapton has its own Parish website. Here you will 

find all the information pertaining to our local area. 

Our website carries news and information and is the 

first place you should look for updates on how the 

current situation is affecting us locally. 

 

All Parish Council matters can be found here, along 

with reports from our Buckinghamshire Councillors 

and news and events. 

 

The website has a variety of links to allow you to 

report problems to the Council, notify the correct 

department for potholes, view planning applications 

and keep up to date with the local Police and Crime 

reports. Both current and back copies of The 

Villager can also be found on-line here. 

 

If you have any information that you would like to be 

published on-line, an event to promote, or to book 

the Village Hall, please make contact through the 

relevant page on the website. 

We are all aware of the enormous effort Jez, Nikki and Matt 

have put in concerning the planning application on The 

Carpenters Arms, and setting up of the facebook page 

www.facebook/groups/slapton.  I know everyone will join me 

in expressing  our thanks to them for all they are doing for our 

villages. 

Jez & Nikki moved to Slapton in August of 2019 with a view to 

making it their "forever home". Jez is something of a local, 

moving from Kensworth while Nikki comes from further afield 

having moved up from Surrey. Nikki and Matt (Nikki's son) 

work for a large London-based company where they provide 

environmental and legal guidance in the specialised area of 

the natural and artificial light. Jez has worked in food quality 

and compliance for most of his working life and specialises in 

software to manage product development and quality 

controls; James (Jez's son) works at the renowned 

Tiggywinkles animal rescue centre near Aylesbury where he's 

a team-leader spending his time caring for the animals, going 

out on rescues and, most rewarding, releasing animals once 

they've recuperated.  

Jez is a committed environmentalist and conservationist 

working passionately on protecting the countryside and 

wildlife, moving to Slapton will give him a chance to reengage 

with his love of photography and he's looking forward to those 

early morning starts to capture the dawn! Nikki, when not 

working, is an enthusiast of all things musical and, having 

recently acquired a piano, she is determined to get back to 

playing.  

When buying their house they, like many in the village, 

assumed the planning permission for The Carps had finished 

and was a foregone conclusion. When the most recent 

application was raised they used the opportunity to fully 

investigate the situation and were able to identify 

opportunities to perhaps once again open the pub. They all 

continue to work tirelessly on the objection for the pub and 

appreciate the support the whole village has offered. Jez, 

Nikki, Matt and James are all delighted to be part of this 

beautiful village and look forward to making friends with the 

rest of the community.   



County Report for July  

I hope everyone is staying safe during this very challenging 

period as we transition from total lockdown to the “new 

normal”.  I thought I might take this opportunity to fill in 

residents as to what the “new normal” looks like during the 

first few months of the new Buckinghamshire Council.  While 

we definitely didn’t get off to the smooth start which was 

envisaged back before the Covid crisis and consequent 

lockdown, on 1 April, 2020 the new council was officially 

launched. However, with no elections possible after the 

lockdown, all existing councillors from all the district councils 

and the county council were automatically made councillors 

of the new Buckinghamshire Council.   

For Ivinghoe Ward, this means a total of five councillors 

rather than the three originally envisaged including myself—

-Anne Wight—-along with my new unitary council 

colleagues, Cllrs Peter Cooper, Sandra Jenkins, Derek 

Town and Chris Poll.  With seven parishes and with Cllr 

Cooper technically straddling both Ivinghoe and Wing 

Wards, we all agreed that we would divide up the parish 

work to reduce duplication of effort and to ensure that each 

parish had two dedicated councillors able to focus their 

attention on the specific needs of each parish and its 

residents.  For Slapton Parish, Cllr Peter Cooper and I will 

be working together throughout the coming year to make 

sure that Slapton residents have a definite voice in the new 

council as the new authority takes shape. 

As we move forward into the “New Normal”, I also would like 

to remind everyone that we all need to be very vigilant since 

this pandemic is sadly far from over.  In addition to social 

distancing measures, it is essential that everyone remember 

to wear face masks or coverings while using any public 

transport.  This is particularly the case for bus passengers 

and parents of children using school transport.  The 

government has got more advice on how to wear and how to 

make a cloth face covering on its website which you can find 

on this link below:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-wear-

and-make-a-cloth-face-covering?

dm_i=5438,7OP8,30S0KB,U1G6,1 

While the Covid public health crisis has definitely been 

challenging, one of the greatest things to come out of it has 

been the way in which our communities pulled together to 

ensure that no one was left behind.  The individual 

community volunteer groups were assisted by the Aylesbury 

Hub coordinators to make sure that help, food, and supplies 

got to self-isolating or shielding residents in need.  I would 

like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has 

participated in the many volunteer groups throughout our 

local area, which have been highly successful in helping 

shielding and self-isolating residents to cope with the effects 

of the pandemic.   

I am pleased to say we councillors were able to assist those 

efforts through our Covid fund which was made available 

through the new Community Boards.  We have already been 

able to provide over £8000 in funding across the Wing and 

Ivinghoe wards to help our volunteer groups defray their 

expenses. As we do still have some funding still available for 

use by volunteer groups helping shielded or self-isolating 

residents, do please get in touch with one of us 

Buckinghamshire Councillors in your area if your volunteer 

group would like to be considered for funding to help defray 

expenses. 

As for council meetings, during lockdown unfortunately we 

were not able to hold our first full Buckinghamshire Council 

meeting.  However, we do have a virtual full meeting of the 

council scheduled within the coming weeks.  Our local area 

planning committees have already resumed in online 

meetings, and so I am happy to report that planning 

applications are still being processed.  I’ve also attended a 

Noise and Track Subcommittee for London Luton Airport 

online recently, and I know Cllr Cooper and my other 

colleagues have also been busy as committees are now 

resuming online.  If residents have any concerns or 

questions, it is still business as normal, so do please get in 

touch.   

I would like to also remind residents that they can still use 

Fix My Street and the online Rights of Way reporting tools to 

report any maintenance issues to the council.  Both of these 

reporting tools can be found on the Buckinghamshire 

Council website link below: 

https://www.buckscc.gov.uk/services/transport-and-roads/

report-a-highways-problem/   

Finally, I would like to draw everyone’s attention to the new 

Community Boards which will help us to deliver services in 

partnership with parishes and residents in a totally new way.  

As the Chairman of the new Wing and Ivinghoe Community 

Board, I am very excited about the opportunity to improve 

the way that we work with residents and parish councils to 

deliver results and better address local needs. I will be 

working with Cllr Peter Cooper who has kindly agreed to be 

the Deputy Chairman on the Board, as well as with the other 

local members - Cllrs Sandra Jenkins, Chris Poll and Derek 

Town representing Ivinghoe Ward, and Cllrs Netta Glover 

and Ashley Bond from Wing Ward.  

Together we will be working with parish councils, Thames 

Valley Police, Buckinghamshire Fire & Rescue, and local 

health organisations to address a wide variety of local 

priorities.  While we will be looking initially to ensure that we 

continue to be responsive to those shielding due to the 

Covid Crisis, other local priorities we might focus on could 

include things like tackling environmental issues, addressing 

mental health or anxiety within the community, reducing 

doorstep scammers, raising awareness of how to help avoid 

vulnerable people falling victim to doorstep scams and 

cybercrime, improving road safety, improving community 

transport options, and anything else residents feel is 

important to them. 

 With a dedicated Community Board coordinating officer in 

place, we hope to be able to engage residents who may 

have felt that their needs previously had been overlooked or 

who may not have had time to attend parish council 

meetings due to work commitments.  The Community 

Boards are for all residents.   We will be looking at new 

ways of gathering resident input, encouraging participation 

via new channels, and making sure everyone who wants 

their voice heard has a say in setting local priorities for the 

board to focus on.    



While Buckinghamshire will have 16 Community 

Boards in total, no two boards will be alike.  This is an 

organic, new and ever-evolving concept in local 

government.  As we don’t want to be restricted by the 

full Community Board meeting dates in order to get to 

grips with key issues affecting residents, we will be 

setting up sub-committees to work in depth and get 

results.  The number and nature of sub-committees 

won’t be determined by a top-down type of government 

model but instead will be determined by local 

stakeholders themselves.  Sub-committees can then 

report their findings, concerns and funding requests to 

the Community Board for projects that are driven 

directly by resident needs and priorities.  

I will be keeping parish councils informed about how 

the new Community Boards are progressing, so do 

please keep checking their websites and bulletins for 

more information as to how you can become involved 

so we can hear your ideas about how you would like to 

see our communities develop and thrive.  Even if you 

don’t have time to attend meetings themselves, your 

voice still counts, so do please get in touch as we go 

forward together. 

01296 682955 

Anne.Wight@buckinghamshire.gov.uk  

Brian Williams Retirement 

 

Brian served as a councillor for 

more than 20 years,  he served as 

Chairman for 16 of those years and 

was instrumental in the delivery of 

the quiet seating and children’s 

play area at the Recreation Ground 

an area which is close to his 

heart.   

He has overseen many extensive 

planning applications and 

encouraged the community to form 

a Neighbourhood Plan.  He played a valuable role liaising 

with surrounding parishes and communities, ensuring that 

Slapton, Horton and Groves voices were heard.  Slapton 

PC has always enjoyed the support of a wide number of 

parishioners attending meetings when there were matters 

that interested them, this success is in no small part due 

to his engaging and inclusive manner. 

Brian additionally serves as a trustee for the Charity of 

Thomas Knyghton which serves the community of 

Slapton, and remains a source of a mountain of 

information relating to the parish.  We are sure you will 

join us in thanking Brian for his dedication and wish him 

well in his retirement. 

Horton Traffic Watch 

Traffic took a major dip in January which I think was a 

roadworks issue, and during early lockdown in April. It was 

so quiet in April that on the 15th I walked from my house to 

the Smiley Face down the middle of the road, just because I 

could. 

In Summer of 2019 we were getting traffic volumes in 

excess of 10,000 a day. In April traffic volumes had 

decreased to 3000 a day. A tremendous drop. 

Figures increased from early May at 3817 per day to 4771 in 

the second half, indicating a return to work. Still half the 

traffic that we previously enjoyed.  

Residents have noticed a return of large HGVs which are 

more conspicuous within the reduced general traffic. These 

must be chancing their arm knowing that any traffic 

monitoring will be non existent during the pandemic.  

The relevant spreadsheet pages to look at are the two at the 

far right. The last one is a collation of the data since Smiley 

was placed in Horton centre and shows a graph of traffic 

volumes. 

At the bottom you will see a calculation of the percentage of 

drivers exceeding 35 mph. This has gone up from about 5-8 

percent to  10-14 percent. Perhaps because Speedwatchers  

have been locked indoors for 3 months combined with less 

busy roads. Another theory was that people who are out 

doing ‘essential’ journeys and disregarding lockdown would 

be the type to exceed the speed limit by choice anyway. 

Cllr Mac Cleland 



Community Groups 

Slapton Craft Club 

The craft club is still united and working together in 

harmony, there are another 80 knitted squares ready to go 

to the chosen group in Leighton Buzzard. 

As a group we are in daily communication, helping each 

other to keep our spirits up. 

All of us have found great comfort  being  part of the group, 

a time we will never forget 

and use for our future ... when 

we can all meet again.  

Thank you to Slapton, Horton 

and Grove for being such a 

supportive place to live. Keep 

on crafting. 

Slapton WI 

Members continue to rely on social media for keeping in 

touch, while also making sure those without internet or 

mobile phones are not neglected. Also we are able to visit 

each other on occasion and enjoy each other’s gardens. 

Much of our time has been devoted to gardening and of 

course, watering in hot weather. 

We are all monitoring our potatoes and shall hope to 

arrange a day in July when we can gather in some outside 

space to compare individual yields from those potatoes. We 

shall be missing our annual produce show when we 

compete with floral arrangements and culinary skills. 

During lockdown, some friendships within the group have 

been markedly strengthened, with daily online contact,  so 

we hope to go from strength to strength when we are able to 

meet again. 

The Buckinghamshire WI keep us informed with a monthly 

newsletter, sent by email. 

Many planned events for celebrating BFWI centenary had to 

be abandoned, so plans are afoot to make a big 

commemoration in its 101st year. We are invited to keep the 

Federation informed of our activities.  

If anyone would like more information, please contact 

Rhoda on 01525 230395. 

100 Club. 

100 club winner for April was Janet Baskerville with ball 19  
May was Norman Mercer with ball 32.  

To Join contact Madeline at 3 Rectory Close 

The Family Club 

Hi all, 

Hope you are all keeping well.   June has been a strange 

month, with the new normality starting to emerge, schools 

returning and people going back to work in the new world 

we live in. I hope you are all adapting safely and well. 

The scarecrow competition was a great idea. We enjoyed 

putting our "nurse" together but we couldn't get her legs 

quite right! I am sure it amused the passers by! Huge thank 

you to Kevin our postman for donating the prizes. I was 

pleasantly surprised to see a bottle of wine on my 

doorstep...thank you Kevin!  

As restrictions start to slowly ease, there will come a time 

when we can all meet in the park again, and pick up where 

we left off. Chris at Demon Fitness was able to hold her first 

outdoor session there last week. I can confirm that 

lockdown has not made her "ease" off! It was great to train 

outside and long may that continue. In the meantime, keep 

well and enjoy the lovely weather. 

Kirsti X    

 (07752 269851) Kirsti.lowery@yahoo.comraft club 

www.childline.org.uk  (free, private and confidential help for 

children and young people) 

www.nspcc.org.uk (part of Childline) 

Reminder of their ‘Calm Zone’ area on their website which 

has activities from breathing exercises, activities, games 

and videos to help let go of stress.  

There is also a very useful Covid 19 support and advice 

page for both parents and carers. An abundance of support  

is available, from advice on how we help our children deal 

with anxieties and worries about the virus, to worries about 

conflict and family tension and much more. 

0808 800 5000 (Help for adults concerned about a child) 

0800 1111 online or phone for children (restricted times at 

the moment, please see website for details) 



It is with sadness I have to report our historic church is to 

remain closed until further notice.  With the easing of the 

covid-19 restrictions and re-opening of other churches, Holy 

Cross Church in Slapton will not be opening its doors due to 

safety concerns of the subsidence of the building on the 

South Wall. 

The wall is moving outwards and away from the centre of the 

church due to subsidence.  The wooden roof sits on top of 

the edge of this wall and because of the movement is now 

not supported properly and is in danger of collapsing. 

Scaffolding has been temporarily erected to help support the 

roof but it is a very short term measure.  The wall is 

monitored daily, and although the rate it has moved has 

slowed down, it is still moving. 

A structural survey has advised immediate emergency 

repairs to prevent catastrophic collapse of the wall and roof. 

It is quite startling that funding is not forthcoming from 

the Oxford Diocese  all repairs and maintenance of Holy 

Cross Church remain the responsibility of the Church 

Wardens and the community. 

Dave and Wendy Mann are determined to make sure the 

church is there and still standing for our descendants in the 

future. Dave has been organist at the church since 1976  (44 

years!!!) Wendy a churchwarden for over 10 years and Dave 

churchwarden for around 8 years.  They have been at the 

heart of our beautiful church, looking after services and      

co-ordinating the maintenance of the church and grounds, 

fundraising with many wonderful events and showing 

concern and kindness for all of our residents.  

Dave has worked tirelessly throughout the recent months 

ensuring church services are available online, telephone 

conference calling is available to all in the community and  

his kindness and dedication have kept our community 

together in ways we couldn’t have imagined prior to covid-

19. 

Dave and Wendy have been campaigning almost alone to try 

to raise funds for these vital repairs, both give their time 

freely and all work on Holy Cross Church’s behalf is 

voluntary, their time and input for many years as we all know 

is substantial. 

It has been the wish of The Holy Cross Church for several 

years now to provide a few facilities for the benefit of our 

parishioners in the form of a small kitchen and toilets.  In 

normal times such a historic church would struggle to get 

planning for such facilities, even if it is for the benefit of the 

parish, but with a wall needing supporting, this would be an 

ideal option, giving full structural support, and huge benefits 

to the community enabling refreshments following services 

and very welcome toilet facilities.  This would all be subject 

to all the correct planning permissions, again which require 

funding. 

Essential emergency repairs have been started to support 

the wing although as yet the full costs of just the emergency 

repairs alone have not as yet been covered.  The full cost of 

the emergency repairs is £18,000. 

The church does have an asset, in the form of our Elizabeth 

Griffin Village Hall which we need to remain open and in 

place for all of our residents.  Without being able to sell the 

hall to release funds, our Holy Cross Church is completely 

dependent upon grants and donations from the community. 

Dave Mann has managed to secure generous grants to the 

value of £12,000 which has enabled essential works to start, 

but are £6,000 short of what is required to provide 

emergency support to the building. 

Many years ago as a community, the church and the 

community came together to raise enough to build our 

Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall, our villages have a very 

strong community spirit.  Could we show our support for 

Dave and Wendy and all they are doing on our behalf by 

gifting a small amount to the online ‘Parish Giving’ which will 

also enable Holy Cross Church to claim back tax to add the 

fund. 

Slapton Horton and Grove have lost many of their essential 

facilities, shop, pub, post office  which are all instrumental in 

building a community, and enabling us to live and laugh 

together and become stronger.  We have shown through 

past efforts, with the building of the Elizabeth Griffin 

Memorial Hall and more recently with the Carpenters Arms 

planning application, what can be achieved when we work 

together. 

If you feel able to donate even a little to the Village Giving 

Fund it would be a great help, also for the morale of Dave 

and Wendy who have worked tirelessly on our behalf.    

Slapton Horton Grove, you are awesome and thank you. 

 

For further information contact. 

Wendy and David Mann   Churchwardens  

Donate by calling  Holy Cross Slapton    01525 221202 

holycrossslapton@gmail.com 

 

 

Our Holy Cross Church is Closed Until Further Notice 



 

 

Little-walked footpaths in and around Slapton 

This month I’ve gone for two footpaths which start in Little Billington. 

I’ve lost count of the times I’ve driven past the entrances to both and 

thought that I’d definitely explore them one of these days. Well, now 

I have and am happy to report that both are worth the effort. I’ll start 

with the path from Little Billington to Billington Church (FP1 on the 

map downloaded from My Central Bedfordshire website, for details 

see below) followed by the somewhat shorter path from Hillview 

Lane, Great Billington to Little Billington or indeed 

vice versa (FP6 on the same map). 

I drove to Little Billington and parked near the post 

box, which is a safe enough place to leave a car 

for a short time. Walking from the post box 

towards the A4146, you can see the entrance to 

the path on the right just after the row of houses 

on your left and just before the row on your right. 

You go through a gate into a small wood and 

follow the path as it bears left. You then cross a 

rather high stile to go through a more open field with young trees, 

following the path, whose course is clearly marked by trodden down 

grass, gently up the left side of the field.  There  is a hedge of 

hawthorn and dog roses on your left. If you look back, you already 

have a view over the countryside 

to the south west.  

You leave this field by another 

stile to enter at the bottom end of 

a wide field of grass. Follow the 

path along the left of the field. 

You can’t miss the views of 

Leighton Buzzard to your left as you are already quite high up. You 

leave this field via a 5-bar gate and stile to enter another open field 

a little higher. Follow the path on your left which takes you gently 

uphill through grass with buttercups 

and red clover to slope downwards 

slightly towards the stile. The final 

field is now in front of you and you can 

glimpse the spire of Billington Church 

through the trees. Go over the stile 

and follow the path which veers to the right at a 45-degree angle to 

the entrance, sloping gently upwards. The path is just visible in the 

grass by its slightly “trodden” 

appearance.  Go over the stile 

(again quite a high one) and follow 

the path which veers left. The 

church is no longer visible but have 

faith. 

As you climb the hill, your path 

crosses a wider track, probably 

formed by a tractor. Do not be 

tempted to stray onto this broad 

path but cross over and continue 

on the straight and narrow. As 

you approach the Church of St. 

Michael and All Angels, the graveyard is visible through the trees. 

You join another path (FP3 on the My Central Bedfordshire map) to 

enter the churchyard through a kissing gate. 

The church and graveyard are 

delightfully peaceful. The church 

is very different from Holy Cross 

Slapton as it has a small bell 

turret as opposed to a tower. 

There are a couple of seats next 

to the church walls if you need a rest. The 

graveyard looks cared for, with garden 

flowers on some of the graves. You leave 

the graveyard by a small gate onto a 

narrow path leading to Great Billington 

which reveals unexpected views to the 

right, extending to Dunstable Downs. At 

the end of the path, you go down a short 

flight of steps to arrive on a grass verge 

at the side of the A4146 in Great 

Billington, just below the brow of the hill. 

You can either take the same way back 

or cross the road to the pavement 

opposite, turn left and continue up the hill 

and down the other side to access the 

second footpath back to Little Billington. 

The road is busy and noisy and it’s not 

the most pleasant walk despite the 

opportunity to eye up a few luscious 

properties on your right. Keep going 

down the hill, past the village hall and 

cross back over the road at Nobby’s 

Farm Shop to the bus stop opposite and take the left turn into 

Hillview Lane. Follow the lane until you suddenly come across a 

Public Footpath sign on your left which is the path 

back to Little Billington. 

This is a very easy path to follow as it is clearly 

defined along the whole of its course. [Photo 11] It 

passes between two fields, through a kissing gate 

and past another field with good views of Billington 

Church up the hill to your left. There is a fence on 

your left and a hedge on 

your right so you really 

can’t go wrong in this field or the next. A 

dark wooden building is then visible in 

front of you. You pass through the 

remains of 

another kissing gate to access the final 

stretch past the fence of 

the adjoining property on 

your left to emerge in Little 

Billington at the final bend 

in the road before its last straight stretch leading to 

the junction with the 

A4146. Here is a picture of 

the path from the Little 

Billington end.  

Distance: The first path is about 700 

metres and the second only 300 metres 

with a short walk of about 500 metres between the two at the Great 

Billington end. 

Terrain: It’s not difficult going although the stiles are far higher than 

any I’ve encountered on other local paths. 

Maps: I used the footpaths map I downloaded from the Central 

Bedfordshire site: https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/82/

countryside/431/rights_of_way. Scroll down and then click on 

“Online Mapping System” followed by the “My Maps” tab. I then 

zoom in and out on the map until I locate the area I want. The area 

around Little Billington is criss-crossed with footpaths, some of 

which have been rerouted lately and this site gives an up-to-date 

picture of them.     Maggie Godsland 



 

 

NOW OPEN – Mead Open Farm Drive-Thru Farm Shop 

Supplying fresh produce to the local community - without you 

having to leave your vehicle - Mead Open Farm have 

launched a “Drive-Thru” Farm Shop.  Open daily from 10am 

until 4pm (whilst the Farm 

Park is temporarily closed), 

they offer a wide range of 

fresh goods for you to 

purchase. Sourced locally 

where they can, they have a 

quality, fresh meat delivery 

every day, fruit and vegetable, 

eggs, milk, flour, bread and 

more.  They also have toilet 

roll! 

Mead Open Farm is based at 

Stanbridge Road, Billington 

and they look forward to 

welcoming you soon.   

For more information, visit www.meadopenfarm.co.uk 

Masons Home Delivery Service 

We are offering a free home delivery service for the elderly 

and those who are self isolating from Covid-19 

Delivery day to Slapton Horton and Grove is a Tuesday 

Place orders on 07940 227487 

Shopping must be over £20 and paid for either in cash or by 

card over the phone 

Your order needs to be placed by noon on Tuesday for 

delivery after 4pm 

Browns Butchers 

98 High Street Eaton Bray                      01525 220413 

Browns will be pleased to accept telephone orders from our 

elderly and self isolating residents.  Once ordered and paid 

for  the support volunteer team are happy to collect our 

orders  

 

Groom's Farm Shop  

Are offering delivery of fresh local produce with priority to the 

elderly and those in self isolation, please contact 

info@groomsfarmshop to order. 

Again the volunteer team have confirmed they can collect 

orders on Thursdays. 

 

www.pharmacy2u 

Pharmacy2U offer free delivery of your repeat NHS 

Prescriptions 

Clipstone Dairy produces whole, unhomogenised milk direct 

from their farm in Leighton Buzzard.  The vending machine is 

open 7am-7pm 7 days a week. Prices are £1.50 for 1 litre 

and £2.50 for 2 litres in a plastic bottle. We have glass 

recyclable bottles available for £1.20 which can be re-used 

and taken back to the vending machine for a re-fill.  

The milk is not homogenised, separated or standardised. 

This means it has been gently heated to kill any harmful 

bacteria but importantly retains all its flavour and goodness, 

after the milk has settled the cream will even rise to the top 

just like it used to.  

The farm fresh milk is gently pasteurised it is safe for children 

and older people. Pasteurisation kills off harmful bacteria and 

by doing this process at a lower temperature more of the 

good bacteria and lactose enzymes are saved. 

The vending machine is filled up with fresh milk each day so 

your milk is never more than 24hrs old and contains no food 

miles unlike shop bought milk. Fresh eggs are also available 

via the egg vending machine: 

½ doz small eggs £1.20     ½ doz large eggs £1.70      1 doz 

eggs £2.40  

The vending machine is located at Clipstone Farm, Clipstone, 

Leighton Buzzard,  LU7 9NZ  

Hortons Butchers in Tottenhoe 

1 Chapel Lane Totternhoe 01525 220213 

Free delivery to Slapton Horton and Grove if you spend over 

£30.  Delivery Friday/Sunday 

www.facebook.com/hortonsbutcherstotternhoe/ 

www.primarycaresupplies.co.uk 

70% Alcohol Hand Sanitiser 500ml £11.95 

 

The Baa Tea Room and Nobbys Farm Shop 

Leighton Road Great Billington  07831 212655 

www.facebook.com/nobbysfarmshop/ 

 

(if anyone is concerned about ordering online please 

phone the support group on the front page and we can 

assist) 

 

Did you know that your local churches in Ivinghoe, 

Slapton and Marsworth run a Food Bank? 

Would you like to donate food? 

St. Mary’s Church in Ivinghoe is open every day from 8.30 

until 5pm or you can leave donations in the porch. Any 

packets, tins or dry goods welcome especially longlife milk 

and tinned cooked meat or pies. 

Do you know of anyone who is in need of food or are you 

short of food yourself or need someone to shop for you? 

Please contact Sandra on 01296 668648 or Babs on 07860 

780127 

All calls will be dealt with confidentially and we will arrange 

for a box of food to be left on the doorstep 

Thank you! 

mailto:info@groomsfarmshop


The Midsummer Fete 

 

As we look forward to the conclusion of lockdown and 

the end of this virus and start to get back to our normal 

lives, we are still remaining positive that we can give 

you all something to look forward to in the form of the 

annual village fete, we anticipate 5th September, 

guidelines dependant. Therefore we would like to 

reiterate our request for the usual items that are 

invaluable to the organisation of the fete.  If you are 

having a clear out please remember that we are in 

need of old crockery, bric-a-brac, Tombola prizes, 

Books, full bottles of booze for the barrow of bottles 

and donations of prizes! (Collection of these items can 

be arranged) 

We would also like to ask anyone who would like to 

help out with the setup/ breakdown or even running a 

stall on the day to please make contact with us as 

soon as possible so we can try and make this event as 

much of a success as we can in these unprecedented 

times to bring the community back together! 

 If you are interested in being a part of this special 

event and making a difference to your community and 

our chosen charity which will be The Air Ambulance 

this year, please contact Tony on 07809 477317, or 

Madeline on 01525 220393 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Virtual Choir 

 

Another month has passed, and St Mary’s choir has gone 

from strength to strength over the intervening weeks.   

We are now getting used to rehearsing online, and becoming 

familiar with the technology.  It is wonderful to see everyone 

on a weekly basis, catch up on news and have a laugh 

together. 

 

Used to singing an anthem two 

Sundays every month, the choir will, 

by the end of June, have chalked up 

a total of 14 services.  Craig Nathan 

records a backing track every week.  

The choir rehearses it on Thursday 

and records it on Friday ready for 

transmission on Sunday.   

 

Their contribution brings something 

extra to David Holloway’s services, 

and their singing is greatly 

appreciated by parishioners who are 

delighted to hear their choir on a 

regular basis. 

 

Of course, all of this is only possible 

with the expertise of Dave Mann, to whom we are extremely 

grateful.  His technical knowhow and musical wizardry makes 

us sound wonderful.   

Thank you so much for enabling the choir to share in regular 

worship.  

We know that one day soon, we will be able to go back to 

rehearsing together at St Mary’s on a Thursday evening, but 

till then, we will continue to meet on Zoom, to sing together 

and to sing for you on a Sunday morning. 

Church Diary for Holy Cross Church 
Slapton July 2020: 
 
The church will stayed closed for safety measures for the 
foreseeable future until the temporary works to make the 
South Wall safe have been completed with the fundraising 
still ongoing. 
 
Although government guidelines indicate churches may 
open, HCC Slapton will not be able to reopen for private 
prayer as the South Wall is unsafe. 
We have given the go ahead to the builders not knowing if 
we will have all the funding in place but this work simply has 
to be done in order to keep the church safe and stop the roof 
from collapsing. 
 
We continue to run our online services every Sunday on our 
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/holycrossslapton) at 
9:30am, followed by a repeat of the service over the tele-
phone at 10am for those without internet access.  
 
Phone no: 020 3695 9267 (please contact Wendy or Dave 
for room no). 
 
‘WOODLAND MAGIC’ 
Is there a sweeter music  
to be heard along the way 
than the stillness that you hear 
on a sleepy summer day 
 
You may have spotted that the sheep, Bart, Barbara and 
Moses have had their annual haircut courtesy of David from 
Eggington and Dog Pop who does an amazing job gathering 
them together.  

And so if you would kindly keep your dog on a lead at all 
times as the sheep are nervous and easily spooked. 
 
Royal National Institute for the Blind (RNIB) 
RNIB are asking the public to collect used postage stamps to 
help create a world without barriers for people with sight 
loss. 
If you would like to help this fundraiser for the institute, would 
you kindly let me know so that I can arrange to collect them 
from you. 
 

Thank you very much. 
 
We hope that everyone is doing well and we thank those 
volunteering in the village, in all sorts of ways for their contin-
ued help and kindness to friends here. 
Best wishes   Wendy 
 
Wendy and David Mann   Churchwardens  
Holy Cross Slapton        01525 221202 
holycrossslapton@gmail.com 



Slapton Horton and Grove Support Group 

It’s difficult to believe that another month has passed since I 
last wrote for The Villager.   

We all now seem to have adapted to the new normal; chatting 
to our friends while keeping our distance, discreetly moving 
aside when meeting someone on the towpath, keeping our 
visits to town to a minimum.   

This month has seen further relaxation of the regulations.  
There are long queues outside the shops of the shopping-
deprived, some pubs are offering take-away beer and I know 
some of you, at long last, have been able to spend precious 
time with your loved ones once again. 

But despite appearances, there is still need for the generous 
help of the support group volunteers.  Over the past month 
they have continued to shop, collect medicines, keep an eye 
on our more vulnerable villagers, and support their 
neighbours.    

All the volunteers hard work is very much appreciated, and I 
am very grateful to you all for giving your time and support.  It 
is wonderful to witness how the village has come together in 
these difficult times for the communal good. 

There is light at the end of the tunnel, but until we know it is 
safe to resume our normal lives, the support group will be 
there as long as it is needed. 

If you are in need of any help, support, shopping, gardening 
or even just a chat, please contact the support group and 
someone will meet your needs. 
Please do not hesitate to contact Judith on: 
email:  judithclaresheridan@gmail.com 
tel:      01525 222131  
text:    07771 570314 

Though we are keeping our distance, help is still near at 
hand. 

Talk about your Worries 

If you are worried about how coronavirus is impacting on you, 
your family and friends, your finances or your future please 
talk to someone about your feelings. 

If you can’t talk to a friend or family member, there is a lot of 
support available online or by phone and text. 

One of the best places to find details of local support is 
through the Healthy Minds website 

https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/healthyminds/covid/ 

Buckinghamshire Council (BC) Tax
     
During this difficult time, BC want to support their residents 
who may be struggling to pay their council tax bills. For 
example, for their working–age residents, who already have 
Council Tax Reduction, BC are reducing their council tax bill 
by up to £150. However, BC know others maybe struggling 
too. BC ask that if you know anyone who is finding it difficult   
to make these payments at the moment, that they contact 
the Council so that they can work through a solution 
together. Please share this link with them for details -  
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/council-tax/help-
council-tax-payments/ 

 www.facebook.com/groups/Slapton/ 

To work alongside the existing Facebook which provides 
specific information during the Covid crisis, we now have a 
new community Facebook page for Slapton, Horton and 
Grove.  

This page will provide all manner of news and information 
about the local area including events, neighbourhood watch, 
council notices, requests for help/advice and pictures taken of 
our beautiful area.  

It will very much be a community page so open for all to add 
your own input but, to avoid the ill-will sometimes seen in 
other similar sites, there will be a degree of editing to avoid 
unkind or vindictive posts.  

If you haven't already joined the group, please do and start 
contributing!   

The North Bucks Patient Support Service 

is an NHS funded link between older and vulnerable patients 
of all the GP Surgeries in north Buckinghamshire.  

www.northbuckspatientsupport.info/coronavirus  
and  www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus  

Doorstep Posters 

If you have concerns for anyone within your home 
who is vulnerable and has or is within the high risk 
category for Covid-19  and you would prefer not to 

have to answer the door, go to our website 
www.slapton-pc.org and download the full size 

posters to display on your door. 

Residents should check the following link for 
daily updates about all council services: 

https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-
and-safety/changes-to-our-services-due-

coronavirus/  

Village LPG supply at great rates 

Slapton Parish has secured an advantageous price of 33p per litre 
from FloGas for LPG, suitable for anyone with a bulk tank. The 
tank can be either above ground or buried beneath the surface. 
Tank rental is fixed at £60 per annum.  All prices are subject to 
VAT at 5%.  If you are with either FloGas or an alternative supplier 
and wish to benefit from this group rate, please send an email to 
Abdullah.Hassan@flogas.co.uk  stating that you wish to join the 
Slapton Parish Group Deal, and Abdul will advise you on what you 
need to do, and sign you up. 



 
Clerk: John Furniss. 2a High Street, Gravenhurst, Beds      MK45 4HY 

Tel: 01462 713424         Email: parishclerk@slapton-pc.org 
 
 

Slapton Parish Council  
 

   
 

Notice of Co-option of One Parish Councillor 
 

The Returning Officer of Buckinghamshire Council has confirmed that the regulation 10 requests from electors 
have not been fulfilled and the Council can now fill the casual vacancy by co-option.  
Public elections cannot be held before May 2021 but for the interim period the present sitting Councillors may 
co-opt to fill the vacancy. 
 
If you are interested in serving as a Parish Councillor, please send a written expression of interest to the Parish 
Clerk along with a short personal statement giving reasons why you are interested in joining the Parish Council 
and what set of skills and experience you feel you can bring to the role. Please confirm in the expression of 
interest that you consent that the expression of interest can be passed to the Members of Slapton Parish 
Council. 
 
You must be at least 18 years of age at the time of Joining the Council.  
You must be a qualifying Commonwealth citizen or a citizen of the Republic of Ireland or a relevant citizen of the 
Union and 

(a) on that day are and thereafter continue to be a local government elector for the area of the authority; or 

(b) have during the whole of the twelve months preceding that day occupied as owner or tenant any land or 

other premises in that area; or 

(c) your principal or only place of work during that twelve months has been in that area; or 

(d) in the case of a member of a parish or community council he has during the whole of those twelve months 

resided either in the parish or community or within three miles of it. 

You must not be debarred from standing as a Councillor.  

 
The next meeting of Slapton Parish Councillor will be on Wednesday 8th July 2020 at 8 pm. This will be an on-
line meeting via Zoom. 
 
Please submit your expression of interest to the Clerk by 5pm on Tuesday 7th July 2020 to be considered at this 
meeting.  
 
Candidates for co-option will be required to attend the full online council meeting (via Zoom) on Wednesday 8th 
July 2020. to make a short, maximum 5 minutes address to the Parish Council giving your reasons for wishing to 
be considered as a Parish Councillor.  
 
If you would like further information, please contact the Clerk or any of the existing Members of the Council 
(Councillors). 

John Furniss 
Clerk  
Slapton Parish Council 



Helplines 

www.NHS.uk Advice on covid-19, childhood illnesses injuries 

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk Bucks County Council 

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus   

Coronavirus Government help https://www.gov.uk/

coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable 

District Council help www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/

coronavirus/community-hub 

Aylesbury Women’s Aid       01296 436827 

www.reducingtherisk.org.uk/cms/content/information-and-

advice-buckinghamshire                                                          

Help and advice on  domestic abuse 

www.bucksmind.org.uk  Mind  mental/emotional help 

www.childline.org.uk  (free, private and confidential help for 

children and young people) 

Childline 0808 800 5000 (for adults concerned about a child) 

Childline  0800111 (help for children)  

 

 

Useful numbers 

Parish Clerk John Furniss 01462 713424   

Village Hall Bookings  Frank  07716 723780 

Church Wardens Dave and Wendy 221202 

Volunteer Helpline  Judith 222131 

The Villager   Emma 01525 221111 

100 Club Madeline Carman 220393 

Slapton Players Madeline 220393 

Family Club Kirsti 07752 269851 

Senior Citizens Club Shirley  

The Craft Club Wendy 222776 

Womens Institute Rhoda 220395 

Foodbank local 07860 780127  

Buckinghamshire Council 01296 585858 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Villager Copy Date and Advertising Rates 

Copy for the August Villager is due on the 20th July at 

theslaptonvillager@gmail.com or Buffalo House, Mill 

Road, Slapton and speak to Emma on 01525 221111  

Boxed Display rate –Commercial 

Full page - £40 per month 

1/2 page - £25 per month 

1/4 page - £15 per month 

1/8 page - £10 per month 

Boxed Display rates –Non profit 

Full page - £25 per month 

1/2 page - £14 per month 

1/4 page - £8 per month 

 

Editors Note: Contributors to The Villager should be 

aware that the editor reserves the right to edit text 

submitted, for reasons of accuracy, sense, clarity, 

tone, relevance and space.  Contact the editor at 

theslaptonvillager@gmail.com 

If you are receiving a paper copy of The Villager and would 

prefer to get it by email, contact the editor  at 

theslaptonvillager@gmail.com or Emma Griffin at Buffalo 

House on 221111  

 

Have a look at Walking in Buckinghamshire (https://

www.walkinginengland.co.uk/bucks) my website, which 

has hundreds of FREE walks to download and print 

plus details of all the walking clubs in the country and 

loads more information. 




