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Thank you to Judith and all our 
volunteers!    

from all of us in Slapton Horton & Grove 

Judith Sheridan has since March this year been a lifeline to 

many of our more vulnerable residents, 

In March,  Covid-19 cast a shadow over normal life in 

Slapton Horton  and Grove, and like the rest of the country 

we needed to isolate.  Judith Sheridan immediately stepped 

forward and offered 

to co-ordinate the 

requests of  support 

needed from our 

most vulnerable 

residents to the 

fantastic group of 

residents who 

volunteered their 

time, kindness and 

help.   

For the last seven 

months Judith and 

the volunteer group 

have collected 

prescriptions, 

shopped  even doing 

odd jobs  for the 

community.  Judith 

also regularly 

checked in on our pensioners to be sure their needs were 

met. 

Judith has lived in Slapton for the last 14 years and is a 

classically trained singer, she has a very full week 

conducting, teaching and singing.  She regularly conducts St 

Mary's church choir, Ivinghoe, the Beacon Community Choir, 

Sing Wilstone, and the Military Wives Choir, Halton.  

Judith was very keen to express her thanks to the wonderful 

volunteers who stepped forward, with a special thanks to 

Chris Kelly, who collected and delivered many prescriptions 

throughout the villages. 

The efforts of Judith,  husband Paul and the volunteers have 

enabled our most vulnerable residents to stay safe at home. 

Safe in the knowledge their needs would be met.  As the 

support group is now coming to a close, on behalf of Slapton 

Horton and Grove  we would all like to say 

 ‘A Huge Thank You!’ 

to Judith and all her support group volunteers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Village Noticeboard 

Coronavirus support and information, updated 

regularly, can be found at                              

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus   

Check our village website regularly                         

www.slapton-pc.org                                                       

For local updates and information and support within 

our village during the covid-19 crisis  

www.facebook.com/slaptonhortongrove                            

For links to local shopping websites and community 

groups 

www.facebook.com/groups/Slapton                 

News and information about the local area including 

events, neighbourhood watch, council notices, requests 

for help/advice and pictures taken of our beautiful area 

  Holy Cross Church Will Remain Closed 

Due to safety concerns Holy Cross Church will remain 

CLOSED until further notice 

Next Meeting of Parish Council  

14 October 2020 8pm Zoom.                                         

Details www.slapton-pc.org 

 

 

Join in the fun with Kirsti and the Family Club.  

Full details on Page 3 



Hello Everyone! 

Autumn, the season of Halloween and Bonfire Night, low 

mists across the fields and the trees changing colour 

beautifully around us. Despite the restrictions brought about 

by the pandemic, Kirsti from our Family Club is inviting us all 

to join in the Halloween celebrations, in a safe socially 

distanced way by decorating our windows and doors,  

carving pumpkins, dressing up and leaving little 

items for the scavenger hunt on view for the 

children of our village to spot.  While we are all 

still socially distanced this is another brilliant 

opportunity for everyone to do a little something 

to support our children and connect again with 

each other.  I very much look forward to taking 

Halloween pictures for the next edition of The 

Villager. 

Slapton Horton and Grove have been lucky 

enough over the last seven months to have had 

the support of Judith and the volunteers who 

have supported our most vulnerable residents ensuring they 

could remain safely at home during the worst of the 

pandemic, the support group is now coming to a close and I 

know we are all very appreciative of all this group have done 

for our community. Our thanks go to them all. 

Judith is happy still to be contacted if anyone is in need, as 

am I at Buffalo House.  Slapton Horton and Grove  are a 

community keen to support each other. 

 

I have been asked to mention if dog walkers can keep their 

dogs on leads when walking through the churchyard as there 

are 3 Jacobs sheep who are easily frightened and spooked. 

It  always a good idea to keep dogs on leads when walking 

round the footpaths in the village for the safety of everyone 

including the dogs! 

The government have launched an NHS app for 

your mobile phone to help in tracking Covid  

symptoms in your area, it will be available from  

your phones appropriate app store. 

My grateful thanks again to all our community 

groups for their contributions towards The 

Villager, a talented diverse bunch who clearly 

demonstrate as a community we are smarter and 

stronger together. We welcome anyone who 

would like to  contribute experiences features or 

news or anything of interest to them.   

My thanks  also goes to the team supporting The Villager, 

advertisers, proof readers, delivery rounds and to the Parish 

Council who contribute towards the funding of The Villager. 

Wishing everyone a hauntingly good October. 

Sending Love  

Emma    xx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Demon Fitness we continue to run classes 5 days a 

week, with a variety of classes to suit everyone, even our 

little people with the successful  launch of Metacub in 

August. 

We continue to offer live classes on Zoom and Facebook 

and our outdoor classes are going from strength to 

strength with the addition of SAQ Drill Training and the 

opportunity of 121 Training with Chris. 

Classes include, Hiitstep Metafit, Resistance Training, 

Boot Camps, Metapwr 

Gentle Aerobics, Metacub, Metapro and much more. 

Classes are no more than 45 minutes long and can be 

adapted for all abilities. 

 

Are you looking to release your inner fitness 

demon? Contact us for more information. Facebook at 

demonfit66six or contact me for further information 

ckelly666@googlemail.com Tel 07941177666 

 

FIRST SESSION IS ALWAYS FREE.  



Sadly, our family club this month was cancelled due to the 
new covid restrictions. 

It was such a shame, however, fear not…we have a plan 
to organise something ‘covid’ safe for Halloween! Local 
villages are doing something, so why can’t Slapton we 
thought. 

So, the plan is to really get the children involved with the 
help of their grown-ups and get them excited for Halloween 
with these 3 easy steps. 

 

1 Decorate your window or door ready for 
 Halloween.  The best dressed window/door will 
 receive a small prize  from   the Family Club. 

2 Get creative and make the Jack O’Lanterns. You 
 could leave these outside your door with  your 
 pumpkins. For the smaller  children,  rather 
 than carve pumpkins you can paint them or draw 
 on them. 

3 Last but not least, get your Halloween costume 
on and go on a scavenger hunt around Slapton. 
Your grown-ups  can give you a  treat as and 
when you see something from your list. 

The Scavenger Hunt Checklists are on the back page. 

It’s not the traditional trick or treat, however this way we 
get to see other people’s windows/door creations, be covid 
safe and give our children a fun time. 

Request for the grown-ups…if you can put some of the 
things listed on the scavenger hunt list in your windows 
that would be great! 

Halloween last year was great in the village, so let’s make 
this one even better. 

Even if you are not in the family club, please join in and 
give the children of Slapton a real treat! They sure deserve 
it don’t they? 

This will all take place on the 31st October and it’s your 
choice what time you 
decide to go on your 
scavenger hunts. 

Any questions or 
suggestions please 
make contact. In the 
meantime, enjoy 
everyone! 

Kirsti 

 

 

 

Kirsti and our Family Club 

31st October 

Invite you to Join in the Fun on 

How to make a Tissue Paper Jack 

O’Lantern Step By Step Instructions 

1 First cut your orange tissue paper into 1 inch 

squares {or have your child tear pieces} 

2 Put a dollop of glue on a small paper plate. 

Using your foam paint brush – smear a good 

amount of glue all over the mason jar. {Really 

slather it on!} Start layering pieces of tissue 

paper over the glue. 

3 Add more glue and tissue paper until the jar 

is completely covered. Let dry. 

4 Cut out some Jack-O-Lantern features out of 

black tissue paper. Glue onto jar. 

5 Once completely dry, lay/light a candle inside 

for a cool look. 

6 Then display your glowing Mason Jar Jack-O

-Lantern proudly for all to see 

https://www.gluedtomycraftsblog.com/2013/10/

mason-jar-jack-o-lantern-craft.html 



Sad news to report I'm afraid. On the 22nd Sept the Bucks 

planning portal was updated to show that the latest planning 

application has been approved; as with just about every step 

of this saga the approval is mired in 

suspicion, especially given the level 

of objections and detail listed in 

them. It goes without saying that we 

will be questioning the decision and 

the process as it feels like this was 

pushed through without further 

committee hearings due to the 

pandemic. It beggars belief that the 

owner was allowed to start work on 

the conversion before the decision 

was publicised; 

We had been in close contact with 

the council about the work but they 

were unable to comment to us 

because it was "an ongoing 

investigation" 

Which in itself suggests it wasn't straight forward.  

There are still options we could take but the reality is that the 

time to appeal the decision was August 2019, just after the 

original planning application was approved. The only real 

course, other than questioning the current process, is to go 

down the legal route but that has no guarantee of 

success given the timescales and will be expensive for the 

village. It's early days so we will regroup and consider 

options, but as a village we will have to accept that in all 

likelihood the pub has stopped serving 

drinks, will become a house and yet 

another building with centuries of history 

will fall victim to one man's desire to 

make a few bucks. I know whoever 

moves in will be welcome with open 

arms in just the same way as we were 

and I'm sure they'll enjoy their place in 

the community.  

Sadly this episode is being repeated 

throughout the length and breadth of the 

country with developers stamping over 

the glorious history of the UK. 

The government has made it relatively 

easy for greedy developers to move in 

and profit from these buildings and the 

recent announcement that planning approval will become 

easier can only accelerate this. Our country has a long and 

rich history which brings in billions of pounds every year so 

not only is our wonderful heritage at risk, but so too is the 

commercial opportunities our heritage supports.  

Jeremy Whinnet  

Update on the Carpenters Arms 

Slapton Horton and Grove Support  Group 

As autumn approaches, it is wonderful to reflect on how 
life has returned to almost normal over the past couple of 
months.  People are returning to work, children to their 
schools and churches, restaurants, cafes and cinemas 
have opened their doors again.  More important, families 
are reunited, and once more, grandparents can enjoy 
playing with, and hugging their grandchildren.   

It has been a long haul, and although we still need to live 
with some caution, keep our distance, wear our masks 
and wash our hands, it is possible to live a near normal 
life. 

This means that many of those the Slapton Support Group 
have been helping over the past months are now able to 
shop for themselves, collect their own prescriptions and 
attend to most of their needs.  It is good to see how confi-
dence has returned to the village. 

We don’t know what the future holds and clearly, we are 
not out of the woods yet, but for the moment it would ap-
pear that the work of the Support Group has come to an 
end . I’m sure you would all like to join in thanking every-
one for all they have done to make sure the Slapton, Hor-
ton and Grove residents stayed safe and all their needs 
were met.  Every small act of kindness has enhanced the 
lives of those unable to leave their homes and it has been 
wonderful to witness the village coming together in difficult 
times.   

We all hope there will not be resurgence of the Covid-19 
virus.  Be assured, however, that should we have the mis-
fortune of a second wave, or a further lockdown, the Slap-
ton Support Group will be there for you all, ready to spring 
into action once again. 

The contact details remain the same:   

judithclaresheridan@gmail.com    01525 222131 



Holy Cross Church                  

Slapton Church Diary October 2020 

We are continuing with our online services every Sunday at 

9:30am on facebook.com/holycrossslapton and on the 

telephone (please contact me for details) 

In addition, we have now run 3 services outdoors in the 

churchyard with social distancing. These have been popular 

especially amongst our elderly folk who feel very vulnerable 

but jump at the chance to meet friends (at a distance) 

outdoors. 

Our last service was led by Canon David Holloway on 

Sunday Sept 27th and we plan to do 2 a month providing the 

weather is reasonably fine and the government guidelines 

allow us to. 

The dates for these services will be posted on Facebook a 

day or two in advance as we have to keep a very careful eye 

on the weather! 

The church will be closed for the foreseeable future whilst 

the emergency repairs are carried out - these started on 

Monday 21st September and we hope will be completed in a 

couple of months. It is unlikely though that the church will 

open before Christmas so we are at the moment planning 

our Christmas Carol Service which will be held on Christmas 

Eve in the Churchyard a little earlier than normal (3pm) so 

that we can conduct the service in the daylight and with 

plenty of social distancing providing government guidelines 

allow. 

We have most of the funds for the emergency repairs but still 

need to fund raise to complete the works - it is important 

though that these repairs go ahead now before the situation 

gets even more serious with our South Wall. Can I say again 

we are most grateful to everyone in the village that has 

helped us raise funds for these repairs which included our 

music event at the end of August. 

Although we have had to focus on these repairs, we have 

not forgotten about the Bells restoration. We now have new 

quotes in from a Bell foundry in Woburn which are far more 

realistic for us to achieve. Again we are most grateful to 

everyone who has contributed to this bell fund including 

Spirit of Slapton who gave us a generous donation from their 

fund raising. All the funds we have raised so far have had to 

be ring fenced for the bells restoration so even if we had 

wanted to we could not have used these funds for the 

repairs. 

It is our intention to press ahead with the bells restoration as 

soon as possible after the repairs have been completed with 

more fund raising and we hope some more grants. 

We recommend downloading the NHS app from the App 

store on whichever type of phone you have even though it 

may not be perfect, its a good step forward. 

Other services in the Benefice. 

All Saints Marsworth - please ring John on 01296 662252 

St Marys Ivinghoe - ring Sandra on 01296 668648 

David Mann  Churchwarden  01525 221202 

Our thoughts are with those in our community who are 

not coping as well as others at this time - and those who 

are unwell, please let us know if you are in need of any 

help. Wishing you peace and well being.     Wendy Mann 

A beautiful tree, here for at least a hundred year,  

gone in an hour, by the instruction of a coward 

through arrogance. 

A chainsaw, Hear me! 

is obedient to the wise and destroyers both; 

Ignorance can order an ignorant stroke. 

Long live the free  Spirit  of they  

who will find another home, 

and just as I am quick to anger for this wrong,  

they are to the eternal joy  

that is never still  and never stops and is  

Always here 

Was a beautiful tree. 

Julian Mann 

Emergency Repairs Have Started 

Thanks to the fundraising efforts of Dave and Wendy 

Mann and the generosity of 

Slapton Horton and Grove 

residents the emergency 

repairs to support the south wall 

of Holy Cross Church are now 

underway. 

We were devastated to see the 

damage caused by subsidence, 

but in true Slapton Horton 

Grove spirit the community 

have rallied together, raising 

funds and ensuring our village 

church will still be here for our 

future generation to enjoy.  

Dave has kindly supplied 

pictures of the works 

undertaken, and I know we will 

all look forward to seeing the 

progress.   

 If you would like to donate ; 

https://justgiving.com/holycrosschurch-slapton 

 



Beacon Villages Community Library 

 We are pleased to say the 
Library continues to be open, 
and maintain a safe environment 
so we look forward to welcoming 
you.  We have been 
complimented on our safety 
measures, and for the fact that 
we were one of the first 
community libraries to re-open. 
Our latest opening times are 
posted on our website, but at the 
time of writing they are 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays 2-5pm.  We hope to 
extend this to include Saturdays in the near future.  In the 
meantime the drop box is still available in the Town Hall 
foyer, so you may return items on other days, when the 
foyer is open.    

The fines amnesty ends on 30th September, so please 
make sure you have 
returned any outstanding 
items by this date.  

www.bvcl.org.uk  

General enquiries: 

info@bvcl.org.uk 01296 

387890  

Committee enquiries: 

secretary@bvcl.org.uk  

Slapton Parish Website 

www.slapton-pc.org 

 

Slapton has its own Parish website. Here you will find all 

the information pertaining to our local area. Our website 

carries news and information and is the first place you 

should look for updates on how the current situation is 

affecting us locally. 

 

All Parish Council matters can be found here, along with 

reports from our Buckinghamshire Councillors and news 

and events. 

 

The website has a variety of links to allow you to report 

problems to the Council, notify the correct department 

for potholes, view planning applications and keep up to 

date with the local Police and Crime reports. Both 

current and back copies of The Villager can also be 

found on-line here. 

 

If you have any information that you would like to be 

published on-line, an event to promote, or to book the 

Village Hall, please make contact through the relevant 

page on the website. 



A month in the life of the Slapton 
Facebook Group! 

We have again enjoyed steady growth of the community with 
new members from all over the parish, and a number of local 
businesses also joining as members. Having been a member 
of similar sites elsewhere I've seen the success they can 
have when people need recommendations (be that for a 
tradesperson, places to visit, childminders or whatever); 
we've had a few of these on the site but would be great to 
see more. If we get enough I'll create a directory listing the 
recommendations.  

The month on Facebook kicked off with the really successful 
Summer Music event being 
widely enjoyed; plenty of 
posts showed people 
enjoying some outstanding 
musicians, even as the rain 
set in late in the afternoon. 
We can but hope that more 
of these events will take 
place further bringing locals 
together.  

Has the parish become the 
San Andreas of Great 
Britain? Will we disappear 
into a huge hole in the 
ground with buildings 
shaken to their foundation? 

Well no, but the community 
pages were alive as a 
succession of earthquakes 
hit the area. In global terms, 
these were very minor 
shocks (with the latest ones 
being aftershocks) but here 

in leafy, rural Buckinghamshire we're not used to this sort of 
seismic activity. Almost immediately after each shock the site 
was alive with questions of what was going on. Had there 
been a crash? Had something exploded? Is this 
Armageddon?! Fortunately we are blessed with a relatively 
level-headed community and the facts were quickly 
established and shared. To read reports in the media from 
hysterical eye-witness reports was quite amusing; here in the 

village, once we knew what was going on we collectively 
shrugged our shoulders and carried on. It would've been a 
great conversation piece to have in the local pub but....Well... 

Always worth promoting good causes, the FB group has 
seen a number being flagged; this month Vicky Sklar is 
promoting the "Wear it Pink" Breast Cancer Now, national 
awareness & official fundraising day on Friday 23rd October. 
If you want to know more, head over to the Facebook group 
and check out the various posts.  

Broadband speed has been raised a number of times on the 
site with contributors suggesting a recent slow-down in 
performance. If you're still finding your performance is 
compromised please make sure to raise it with your provider 
as they'll be prioritising engineering work and investigations 
based on complaint levels. It's also worth signing up to 
request BT's "Openreach Full Fibre" which will provide the 
area with superfast broadband (and I mean FAST!); again, 
it's a case of where they get the most requests from so worth 
as many of you as possible signing up. 

The local police and council have been at pains to try and 
limit a lot of misinformation being circulated about attempted 
child abductions on local Facebook groups (not ours I hasten 
to add). That there is something going on, they don't deny, 
but what is troubling is how some people have picked up the 
story and fabricated their own version of it. This sort of 
misinformation has no merit and no value and we will make 
strenuous efforts to keep any suspect stories out of the site 
(although genuine warnings and news will continue to be 
highlighted). Social media can be great and awful in equal 
measures so all I suggest is that if you read anything, double 
check the facts before panicking! 

Jeremy Whinnett  (Jez)                                                                       

Did you know that your local churches in Ivinghoe, 

Slapton and Marsworth run a Food Bank? 

Would you like to donate food? 

St. Mary’s Church in Ivinghoe is open every day from 8.30 

until 5pm or you can leave donations in the porch. Any 

packets, tins or dry goods welcome especially longlife milk 

and tinned cooked meat or pies. 

Do you know of anyone who is in need of food or are you 

short of food yourself or need someone to shop for you? 

Please contact Sandra on 01296 668648 or Babs on 07860 

780127 

All calls will be dealt with confidentially and we will arrange 

for a box of food to be left on the doorstep 

Thank you! 

 



Our Community Groups 

Slapton WI 

WI members are continuing with their messenger group and 
this includes a number of  us. Beyond that we use phone 
calls and personal visits in the hope that no member feels 
totally isolated. We are of course disappointed that for so 
long we have not been able to meet as a group. We now 
have to think about planning our distanced Annual Meeting in 
November, when there will be some changes in officers. The 
county do offer some suggestions and support in how we 
should proceed.  

Nationally, the WI has sent out information on how we might 
put into action the 2020 campaign to raise awareness of 
modern slavery in the UK. Suspected cases may be reported 
to a Modern Slavery Helpline on 08000 121 700. Members 
and the general public are encouraged to be on the alert to 
cases of slavery.  

The second 2020 national campaign is to promote 
registration to the aligned UK stem cell register in order to 
provide potentially life saving treatment to people of all ages 
with certain blood cancers. More information about the need 
for donors and how to register can be found on line at DKMS 
and Anthony Nolan websites.              Rhoda 

Slapton Craft Club 

‘Virtual’ Craft Club – a personal view. 

The Craft Club is, in essence, a very practical group.  Every 
couple of weeks, in pre-Covid times, anyone interested in 
making things could meet together for an informal evening of 
creativity.  The group already had 
a Facebook page and so the 
transition to becoming a ‘virtual’ 
group, when we could no longer 
meet, was fairly easy.  Since 
March, we have ‘met up’ every 
day, sometimes several times.  
What I love about it, is that it feels 
as natural as chatting within the 
physical group.  Whether we are sharing frustrations (waiting 
for garden work to be completed or furniture to be delivered) 
concerns (family illness) or joys (stories of excursions, 
birthdays or anniversaries) there will always be supportive 
replies.    It is, nevertheless, a ‘Craft’ group and what 
everyone has in common is a love of colour, form, pattern 
and texture, so after the early chorus of ‘Good Morning’ to 
everyone, we retreat into our own spaces to be busy.  If I had 
a Craft Queen Crown, I would have to award it jointly to 
Margie and Jane.  Margie, because she has recently 
produced the most beautiful pieces of decorative art using 
Quilling, the technique of curling strips of paper and gluing 

them into fantastic 
shapes, and Jane, who, 
despite being a front-line 
worker, has found time to 
escape to her cabin and 
produce industrial 
quantities of bags, baskets, cushion covers 
and and candles during every spare moment 
she has.  They have been such an inspiration.  
At the end of the day, members check-in 
again, with a record of the day’s events, 

completed or not and to wish each other sweet-dreams.  This 
group is a perfect example of what the Danish would express 
as ‘hygge’ and what I call a virtual ‘hug’.   

Patience Skillings 

 100 Club 

The winner of the September draw was Tina Mok with ball 79 

To Join the 100 Club contact Madeline Carmen on 
220393                    

News from the Parish Council  

Children’s Playground Equipment 

 The Parish Council resolved in July to re open the Children’s 
Playground subject to requesting parents to follow protocols 
as laid down by the Government. Appropriate signage has 
been ordered and will be shortly erected.  

Parish Projects  

The Parish Council in order to enhance the village of Slapton 
is actively considering the acquisition of a Brazier, Name 
Sign Commemorative Bench and in December a Christmas 
Tree. Unfortunately, the village does not have an obvious 
centre point and therefore the Parish Council is seeking 
suggestions as to the most appropriate place to locate these 
items. Your thoughts can be left on the Parish Web Site 
www.slapton-pc.org or if you wish to participate in the public 
session of the Parish Council by Zoom the link is on the 
Agenda published on the web site. Council Meetings are held 
on the second Wednesday of each month commencing at 
8pm. The Agenda is available on the Friday before the 
meeting. 

Family Club 

Sadly, our family club this month was cancelled due to the 
new covid restrictions. It was such a shame, however, fear 
not…we have a plan to organise something ‘covid’ safe for 
Halloween! Local villages are doing something, so why can’t 
Slapton we thought. 

So, the plan is to really get the children involved with the help 
of their grown-ups and get them excited for Halloween, for full 
details see page 3 and the back page of The Villager for a 
scavenger hunt around the village. 

Request for the grown-ups…if you can put some of the things 
listed on the scavenger hunt list in your windows that would 
be great! 

On the back page are the two scavenger hunts, so you can 
choose which one. If you do not have a printer, let me know 
and I will gladly pop one around to you. 

Halloween last year was great in the village, so let’s make 
this one even better. Even if you are not in the family club, 
please join in and give the children of Slapton a real treat! 
They sure deserve it don’t they? 

This will all take place on the 31st October and it’s your 
choice what time you decide to go on your scavenger hunts. 

Any questions or suggestions please make contact. In the 
meantime, enjoy everyone! 

Kirsti X    (07752 269851) Kirsti.lowery@yahoo.com 

Slapton Senior Citizen Group            
Shirley Burrell  Telephone No. 01525 221413 

 



At St Margarets Turkeys, we are passionate about rearing 

high quality, free range turkeys.  Christmas happens only 

once a year and we believe it is important the centre piece 

of such a special meal is delicious and of a quality that our 

regular customers have come to expect. 

Our turkeys arrive at St Margarets at 3-4 weeks of age in 

early August.  They are reared in a warm barn with plenty 

of fresh straw, which is produced on the farm. They are fed 

a high quality, nutritious diet which includes grains and 

leafy greens. Once 

our birds have settled 

into their new environ-

ment, and are old 

enough, they are al-

lowed to venture out 

into their secure play 

pen where they spend 

the sunny and (rainy!) 

days of the summer 

and autumn. Here 

they are able to graze 

through the grass. At night our birds are housed in the barn 

with perches for them to roost on. 

The welfare of our turkeys is of the utmost importance to 

us. All our birds are processed on farm. Unlike most of 

those which are for sale in the supermarkets, all our tur-

keys are dry, hand plucked. This gives a superior finish to 

the bird. They are then hung for 7-10 days in a chilled envi-

ronment which allows the meat to develop a fuller flavour - 

the perfect centre piece for your Christmas dinner 

For any enquiries or to place an order please 

email josh@stmargaretsfarm.co.uk                       

Or call Josh on 07891 305578. 



Little-walked footpaths in and around Slapton 

This month we’re off to Leighton Buzzard. At about three 

miles, this is the longest path I’ve written about and is a bit 

neglected and difficult to follow in places. The upside of 

that, of course, is that it’s very peaceful. The first time I 

walked it, a hare suddenly leapt out of the undergrowth 

about one metre away from me, the closest I have ever 

been to one. 

The path starts at the foot of 

Billington Hill at the same place you 

emerge if you’ve taken the footpath 

down the hill . Go straight on, 

following the path marked as FP 15 

on the Central Beds map, along the 

course of the Ouzel. Initially you find 

yourself in an open ploughed field, 

sloping gently to your right up 

Billington Hill, and down on 

the left to the water. Willow 

trees are scattered alone or in 

groups along the riverbank. 

The path winds gently 

through this field by the side 

of the stream which runs 

sluggishly through reed beds. Looking back, you can see 

Dunstable Downs and the white lion and to your left the 

equestrian centre on the opposite side of the Ouzel. It is 

reasonably easy walking along a track cleared among the 

stinging nettles or along the edge of the ploughed field. 

At the end of the field, 

the path swerves to the 

right towards a clump of 

trees. You go through a 

gap in the trees  before 

plunging into 

undergrowth as the path 

winds between tall grasses and overgrown vegetation. The 

field on your right is part of the quarry and marked as such; 

a little further on there are 

pylons in this field and at 

times you can catch 

glimpses of the outskirts of 

Leighton Buzzard. Long 

trousers are a must here as 

the whole area is covered 

with 

stinging nettles. In May I was 

surrounded here by shoulder-high cow 

parsley and tall grass  Now, the last 

flowers of summer are lingering in the 

thick undergrowth: ragwort, thistles, 

white dead-nettles, yellow Birdsfoot-

trefoil and 

teasels . The 

path has 

been 

neglected 

here but is still visible. As it 

progresses, the vegetation 

becomes increasingly thick. The path now swings to the 

right past hawthorns and willows  to lead over a culvert and 

continue through brambles and woodland. You cross a 

footbridge with a very welcome 

footpath sign [to continue gently 

downhill. The fallen tree is easy to 

duck and dive through before you 

cross a second bridge, rather 

overgrown with vegetation but with 

another reassuring footpath sign  to 

emerge in an open 

area with the 

wooded margins of 

the Leighton 

Buzzard bypass in 

front of you in the 

distance. 

Cross this field aiming for the small 

spinney in a dry riverbed in front of you 

on the 

left.   

You can 

either walk straight across 

the middle or turn 

immediately left to the 

corner of the field where a 

footpath sign sends you 

right along the bottom of the field, also towards the small 

spinney. The grass is a bit 

overgrown on the latter route 

and walking boots are useful. 

There seems to have been 

some indecision here about 

the current course of the path 

but as long as you reach the 

spinney you cannot go wrong. 

You now emerge into an open grassy area. If you want to 

leave the path here, turn left and follow the edge of the 

field down to a double-gated exit, marked by a yellow and 

black post with arrows indicated the course of the footpath 

leading to the canal bank and then to Grove. This is a good 

place to break off your walk if you don’t want to do the full 

three miles.  

However, if you want to 

press on, you continue 

on FP 47 on the Central 

Beds map. Walk straight 

across the field through 

the grass towards the 7-

bar gate.You will see a 

line of trees slightly 

above you on the right 

which you should aim for, following the path just to the right 

of the gap in the row of trees. At this point, you are on 

Central Beds FP36. You can already see and hear the 

traffic on the Leighton Buzzard bypass to your left. Follow 

the path through the trees and straight over the next field 

towards the trees 

screening the bypass. As 

you climb the gentle slope 

you catch glimpses of the 

quarry on your right.  

When you reach the 

kissing gate at the top of 



the slope, turn right through another kissing gate onto a clear 

wide footpath (Central Beds FP45). Originally, this path 

crossed over what 

is now the bypass 

and terminated in 

the industrial estate 

on the other side. 

I’ve checked out the 

old route and it just 

leaves you stuck in 

a dead end 

somewhere on the 

estate with no obvious way out. So follow the path up a 

gentle incline, with the bypass on your left and the row of 

trees screening the quarry on your right until you see the 

bridge over the Leighton Buzzard bypass on your left. Climb 

over the gate, cross the bridge and then you will find yourself 

in an open space with a children’s playground called Porus 

Piece in the new estate called Roman Gate if you want to 

finish your walk here. 

However, if you want or need to return to your starting point, 

you can follow the path that you left to cross the bridge along 

the bypass until it meets the A4146. The path, now 

designated Central Beds FP14, follows the course of the 

latter up to the road over Billington Hill where it joins the part 

of the path I described in an earlier edition of The Villager. 

This should provide a circular walk of approx. 8.4 kilometres 

or just over 5 miles, which provides a wide variety of terrain 

and scenery, ending in the magnificent descent down 

Billington Hill 

Distance: From start to finish the path to Leighton Buzzard is 

about 3 miles (4.83 kilometres). If you break off at Grove it’s 

about two miles (3.2 kilometres) with an extra half mile or so 

back to Grove. The whole circuit is just over five miles (8.4 

kilometres). 

Terrain: The path is grassy but reasonably easy to walk. The 

only stile, right at the beginning, is low and easy to negotiate. 

Walking boots are an advantage and it wouldn’t work with a 

buggy.  

Maps: The best map can be found on the Central 

Bedfordshire website: https://

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/82/countryside/431/

rights_of_way. Scroll down to Online Maps and click on 

“online mapping system”. This brings up a footpaths map of 

Bedfordshire which you can enlarge/reduce and move 

around until you have found the right place. The portion you 

want can easily be printed out. I also found Ordnance Survey 

map 165 very helpful.  

Maggie Godsland 

I would like to on behalf of us all express our 

appreciagtion to Maggie for a brilliantly documented 

series of local walks, opening our eyes again to  the 

beautiful area we live in.  Thank you Maggie for your 

time and kindness. 

Buckinghamshire Council September Report  

Bucks Business First  

For those of you who may not be aware, quite a lot is 
happening within Buckinghamshire by Bucks Business First 
to help support local businesses during this exceptionally 
difficult time. Here are some of the programmes available: 

Peer Networks Programme 
This is a new programme for Business Leaders designed to 
support them and their businesses with post COVID-19 
recovery and future resilience in these unprecedented times. 

These free-to-attend sessions, funded by the Department for 
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) and 
delivered by Buckinghamshire Business First, will see small 
groups working collaboratively through common business 
challenges, gaining valuable feedback and implementing 
practical solutions. The programme is perfect to help 
overcome obstacles to business growth, find new 
opportunities and build a trusted network of connections to 
support and improve long term personal and business 
performance. 

The Peer Networks Programme will consist of facilitator-led 
groups, meeting online fortnightly for 2hr sessions over a 
period of 9 weeks delivering 18hrs of learning in total. 
Individual coaching will also be available. 

This is a great opportunity for individuals and businesses in 
these challenging times. For more information please go to 
the Bucks Business First website link below. 

https://bbf.uk.com/business-support/peer-networks  

Restart Grants 
The government has recently announced packages of 
support for small and medium size businesses, and for the 
tourism and hospitality sector to help these businesses get 
back on track. These grants will be available later this month.  

https://bbf.uk.com/forms/restart-grant   

Redundancy Support 
Buckinghamshire Business First is working with partners to 
support both employers and individuals through this tough 
time, including helping people find a new job, training 
opportunities and financial support. Visit bbf.uk.com/
redundancy-support. I am also pleased to announce that our 
skills team is growing and we now have a new Workplace 
Skills Manager – John Browning who joined us last month. 
John is available to support businesses with any skills and 
workplace needs. For more information contact John at 
John.Browning@bucksskillshub.org   

Please do get in touch if you are interested in finding out 
more about any of the above or visit the website at  https://
bbf.uk.com/   for further details. 

Planning Pre-application Guidance 

I have been contacted by several residents recently in 
regards to whether some of their projects might require 
planning permission.  Residents might not be aware that 
there is a service in the Aylesbury Vale area which allows for 
them to state their proposed project and obtain guidance 
from a planning officer.  This might help residents to avoid 
inadvertently falling foul of planning laws they may not be 
aware of, and inform them in advance of useful planning 
information relating to their proposed project.  

The link for this is below and there is a fee attached, but it 
may well be worth it for residents who want to avoid any 
surprises later in the process. 

https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/pre-application-

advice  

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/82/countryside/431/rights_of_way
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/82/countryside/431/rights_of_way
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/82/countryside/431/rights_of_way
https://bbf.uk.com/business-support/peer-networks
https://bbf.uk.com/forms/restart-grant
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felinkeu.clickdimensions.com%2Fc%2F6%2F%3FT%3DNTY3NjEwNzg%253AcDEtYjIwMjQ4LTE4NzhhZjY1NDY2MTQzYmViNGY0MTI5ODVkMzUzNmEy%253AYW5uZS53aWdodEBidWNraW5naGFtc2hpcmUuZ292LnVr%253AY29udGFjdC04NWE4MzY2OT
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felinkeu.clickdimensions.com%2Fc%2F6%2F%3FT%3DNTY3NjEwNzg%253AcDEtYjIwMjQ4LTE4NzhhZjY1NDY2MTQzYmViNGY0MTI5ODVkMzUzNmEy%253AYW5uZS53aWdodEBidWNraW5naGFtc2hpcmUuZ292LnVr%253AY29udGFjdC04NWE4MzY2OT
mailto:John.Browning@bucksskillshub.org
https://bbf.uk.com/
https://bbf.uk.com/
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/pre-application-advice
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/section/pre-application-advice


Useful numbers 

Parish Clerk John Furniss 01462 713424   

Village Hall Bookings  Frank  07716 723780 

Church Wardens Dave and Wendy 221202 

Volunteer Helpline  Judith 222131 

The Villager   Emma 01525 221111 

100 Club Madeline Carman 220393 

Family Club Kirsti 07752 269851 

Senior Citizens Club Shirley 221413 

The Craft Club Wendy 222776 

Womens Institute Rhoda 220395 

Foodbank local 07860 780127  

Buckinghamshire Council 01296 585858 

Helplines 

www.nhs.uk Advice on covid-19, childhood illnesses injuries 

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk Bucks County Council 

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus   

Coronavirus Government help https://www.gov.uk/
coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable 

District Council help www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/
coronavirus/community-hub 

Aylesbury Women’s Aid       01296 436827 

www.reducingtherisk.org.uk/cms/content/information-and-
advice-buckinghamshire                                                          
Help and advice on  domestic abuse 
www.bucksmind.org.uk  Mind  mental/emotional help 

www.childline.org.uk  (free, private and confidential help for 

children and young people) 

Childline 0808 800 5000 (adults concerned about a child) 

Childline  0800111 (help for children)  

The Villager Copy Date and Advertising Rates 

Copy for the November Villager is due on the 20th October 

at villagerslapton@gmail.com or Buffalo House, Mill Road, 

Slapton and speak to Emma on 01525 221111  

Boxed Display rate –Commercial 

Full page - £40 per month 

1/2 page - £25 per month 

1/4 page - £15 per month 

1/8 page - £10 per month 

Boxed Display rates –Non profit 

Full page - £25 per month 

1/2 page - £14 per month 

1/4 page - £8 per month 

If you are receiving a paper copy of The Villager and would 

prefer to get it by email, contact the editor  at 

theslaptonvillager@gmail.com or Emma Griffin at Buffalo 

House on 221111  

Editors Note: Contributors to The Villager should be 

aware that the editor reserves the right to edit text 

submitted, for reasons of accuracy, sense, clarity, tone, 

relevance and space.  Contact the Editor at 

villagerslapton@gmail.com 01525 221111 


