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What a fantastic night we had here in Slapton and 

surrounding villages, raising funds for Dens the homeless 

charity based in Hemel Hempstead. 

Mums, Dads, the kids and their pets all giving up their beds 

for one night to help raise funds to support this amazing 

charity. Cardboard boxes, tents, garage floors and living 

rooms sofas, we were sleeping out 

anywhere except for in our beds. 

Dens provided a fantastic night of 

entertainment for the kids with fun activities 

and challenges to keep everyone busy, 

while livestreaming from Dens HQ, giving us 

a real insight into the amazing work they do. 

After an aerobic warm up, we had the kids running round 

their houses making up food parcels and collecting all sorts 

of items against the clock! The 

challenge for the parents of course was 

getting the kids to sleep as the activities 

came to an end! 

In addition to the funds raised by those 

who took part, villagers, friends and 

family donated throughout the night and raised over £200 in 

just a few hours, absolutely fantastic!  

The total raised by this event now exceeds £17, 000!!  

Chris Kelly would like to thank everyone who supported this 

event, by taking part, sponsoring, 

donating, advertising or just by simply 

spreading the word, each and every one 

of you helped make YOUR Sleepout the 

huge success that it was. 

Chris would also like to make special 

mention to the following people: 

Kirsty Lowery and Roman, thank you 

Kirsty for also donating your monthly 

Demon Fitness Subs. 

Susan Nash for getting the whole family involved, displaying 

the Dens Banner at Hill Farm and a special thanks to her 

daughter Eve for raising a fantastic £71 in sponsorship. 

Vicki Vroome her husband Chris and children 

Rosie and James from Pitstone who not only 

slept out on the night but also slept out the 

month before as a practice run! 

Debbie Inns from Wingrave and her daughter 

who raised sponsorship by sleeping out on 

their garage floor for the night! 

 

 

Cheddington Parish Council for allowing us to display the 

Dens Banner at the Village Green. 

Joanna Woolerton for supporting the event via the Slapton 

Facebook page during the evening and Emma Griffin for 

advertising and supporting the event through The Villager. 

We made a great team. 

A few words from Dens 

We didn’t think our Sleepout was 

going to happen this year BUT we 

adapted and, despite a bit of WIFI 

chaos, managed to broadcast live 

from our Foodbank, telling everyone about our vital services 

and raising an incredible £17,000 towards helping struggling 

families facing poverty and crisis across Dacorum. 

A HUGE thank you to our Event 

Sponsor Abode Bed & 

Continental and everyone who took 

part in YOUR Sleepout by swapping 

your cosy beds for sleeping bags. 

Chris Kelly 

 

Village Noticeboard 

Coronavirus support and information, updated regularly, 

can be found at                              

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus  

Slapton Horton Grove Support Group 

Providing support to our pensioners and most vulnerable 

self isolators  Shopping, prescriptions, assistance, chat. 

judithclaresheridan@gmail.com 

01525 222131 or text 07771570314 

Check our village website regularly                         

www.slapton-pc.org                                                       

For local updates and information and support within our 

village during the covid-19 crisis  

www.facebook.com/slaptonhortongrove                            

www.facebook.com/groups/Slapton                  

Next Meeting of Parish Council  

9 December 2020 8pm Zoom.                                         

Details www.slapton-pc.org 

 



Hello Everyone! 

This year will be a very different Christmas to previous years,  
and  in true Slapton Horton Grove spirit, we are strong in our 
support of each other as a community.  Slapton WI have had 
the lovely idea of Light up for Lockdown’ where members 
have been adding lights to the outside of their houses to 
‘lighten’ the mood for everyone. They 
welcome anyone else who might like to join 
in. 

This  has truly been a month of giving and 
good will.  Chris Kelly led the way with 
residents of Slapton Horton and Grove giving 
up their beds for the night and joining in 
activities, raising an amazing £17,000 in 
support  of the  homeless charity Dens.  

Kirsti Lowery and the Family Club have 
rallied together in support of Bucks Children's 
Social Services and managed to collect over 
20 presents for under privileged children!  

Judith and the Support Group are again 
supporting those most vulnerable within our 
community, and Judith would like to 
encourage those in need of the foodbank to get in touch with 
Babs 07860 780127, she is very discrete. 

Holy Cross Church, in addition to the planned zoom services 
are hoping to have a Christmas Carols in the Churchyard, 
3pm on Christmas Eve, Dave is ensuring the event is socially 
distanced, and would welcome everyone who would like to  
come along. 

 

Bucks County Council have extended the date until 11th 
December for comments to the planning application at Bury 
Farm for B2 Heavy Industry and B8 Storage and Distribution.  
I would encourage everyone to be aware of this application 
and the implications on our roads. Details on page 9. 

Seb at The Village Swan at Ivinghoe would 
like to encourage everyone to checkout their 
website for their Seasonal Menu.   

Our thanks go to Maggie Godsland for 
detailing another walk, which over the 
Christmas period could be perfect exercise 
for us after the festivities. 

Christmas is a very joyful time for most 
people, but please remember those in the 
community who live alone, or have families 
further afield.   

This year due to the pandemic families are 
finding the holidays  harder in many ways, 
and not able to see loved ones so easily. A 
thought to those who may need a little 
emotional support at this time. 

If you are aware of anyone in the community who may need 
help please be in touch with Judith or myself. 

As a community together we are stronger. 

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

With love Emma x                                



The Season of Good Will 

Christmas Decorated Gardens 

We will be running our Christmas lights competition again this 

year, prizes to be awarded on Christmas Eve. 

Christmas lights and decorations are a great way of 

connecting with the community, and in wishing everyone a 

Merry Christmas  in a covid safe way. 

We look forward to seeing your entries.  Good Luck! 

 

Advent Angels of Light and Hope 

Can you make an angel and display it in your window for 

others to enjoy this Advent? 

If you can add an LED candle, 

then everyone who passes will be 

able to enjoy what you have 

made, and our villages will be 

filled with light during December 

For more details contact Sandra 

on  

01296 668648 

For a copy of the template to 

make your own angel see our 

website  www.slapton-pc.org  

 

Food Bank 

Our villages of Ivinghoe, Pitstone, Ivinghoe Aston, Marsworth, 

Slapton and Cheddington food bank continues to help people 

locally and we have helped 21 families since lockdown came in 

to place in March.  We deliver on a weekly basis not only food 

bank items but fresh meat, vegetables and fruit . I am pleased 

to say that many of our families are now managing to cope and 

we have heard of some wonderful outcomes where people 

have found new jobs to replace those lost overnight when lock 

down was introduced or those able to get back to work after 

their months off. 

 

We are fortunate to be supported by several businesses locally 

and many individuals who provide us with food bank items and 

monetary contributions.    We want to  continue to help anyone 

who needs support, so please, if you do hear of anyone or you 

need help yourself please contact me on 07860 780127. All 

applications are treated with confidentiality.  

Babs Byrom  (Church Warden, St Mary’s Church, Ivinghoe.   

 

Would you like to donate food? 

St. Mary’s Church in Ivinghoe is open every day from 8.30 until 

5pm or you can leave donations in the porch. Any packets, tins 

or dry goods welcome especially longlife milk and tinned 

cooked meat or pies. 

Do you know of anyone who is in need of food or are you short 

of food yourself or need someone to shop for you? 

Please contact Sandra on 01296 668648 or Babs on 07860 

780127 

All calls will be dealt with confidentially and we will arrange for a 

box of food to be left on the doorstep Nativity Trail 

During December St. Mary’s Church is 

organising a Nativity trail in the church-

yard. Follow the trail of stones to re-

discover the Christmas story. Members 

of the church family will be in the 

churchyard on the following dates: 

• December 6th from 2-4pm 

• December 12th from 10.30-12.30 

• December 19th from 2-4pm 

To book a place please email Sandra: 

sandragreen20@hotmail.com 

(subject to current lockdown restrictions being lifted on 2nd 

December) 

Benefice Nativity by Zoom   4pm on 13th December 

As most of you will know, our three churches are normally 

full to capacity on Christmas Eve as we hold services to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus. This year has to be different, so 

we invite any family across 

the benefice to join in with a 

Nativity by Zoom instead.  A 

link to join in will follow  an 

email from your local church. 

Sandra Green 

tel:07860%20780127
mailto:sandragreen20@hotmail.com


Covid-19 Buckinghamshire CC 

We are seeing the number of cases starting to fall in 

Buckinghamshire. The latest data shows that the number of cases 

per 100,000 people in Buckinghamshire is now 125.7, having fallen 

from 161 the previous week. In Tier 2. These are the main rules that 

will be in place in Buckinghamshire from Wednesday 2 December: 

• You cannot socialise with anyone you don’t live with indoors. 

• People should work from home where they’re able to, in 

agreement with their employer. 

• ‘Rule of 6’ applies outdoors – don’t meet in groups of more 

than six people and only meet people you don’t live with 

outside. 

• Businesses and venues including places of worship can open 

and operate in a COVID-secure manner, other than those still 

closed by law, e.g. nightclubs. 

• Our Leisure Centres and Libraries that were closed during 

lockdown will reopen operating with COVID-secure measures 

(check our website for full details). 

• Pubs and bars will stay closed unless operating as 

restaurants. Hospitality can only serve alcohol with 

substantial meals. They must close by 11pm, with last orders 

at 10pm. 

• Organised sport outdoors can continue and some indoor 

sports can also take place if it’s possible for people to avoid 

mixing with others they don’t live with – see more detail 

below. 

• You can travel and stay overnight somewhere but you should 

continue to follow the Tier 2 rules wherever you go. You 

should avoid travel to an area in Tier 3 unless it’s necessary. 

Between 23 and 27 December: 

• You can form an exclusive ‘Christmas bubble’ composed of 

people from no more than three households 

• You can only be in one Christmas bubble 

• You cannot change your Christmas bubble 

• You can travel between tiers and UK nations for the purposes 

of meeting your Christmas bubble 

• You can only meet your Christmas bubble in private homes or 

in your garden, places of worship, or public outdoor spaces 

• You can continue to meet people who are not in your 

Christmas bubble outside your home according to the rules in 

the tier where you are staying 

• You cannot meet someone in a private dwelling who is not 

part of your household or Christmas bubble 

You should travel to meet those in your Christmas bubble and return 

home between the 23 and 27 December. Anyone travelling to or 

from Northern Ireland may travel on the 22 and 28 December. 

A fixed bubble is a sensible and proportionate way to balance the 

desire to spend time with others over the Christmas period, while 

limiting the risk of spreading infection. However, the more people 

you see, the more likely it is that you will catch or spread coronavirus 

(COVID-19). You can spread coronavirus to others even if you and 

the people you meet have no symptoms. You and the other people 

in your Christmas bubble need to consider these risks carefully 

before agreeing to form a bubble. You should consider ways to 

celebrate Christmas in other ways, such as the use of technology 

and meeting outdoors, without bringing households together or 

travelling between different parts of the country. 

Forming a bubble if you are vulnerable or clinically extremely 

vulnerable carries additional risks.  

You can find out more about what the rules are in each Tier on the 

government’s website www.gov.uk/Coronavirus.  Coronavirus 

support and information, updated regularly, can be found at       

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus  

Slapton Horton Grove Support Group   Providing support to 

our pensioners and most vulnerable self isolators, Shopping, 

prescriptions, assistance, chat. judithclaresheridan@gmail.com 

01525 222131/07771570314 

Coronavirus Testing Site  A new walk-through coronavirus 

testing site has been set up at Buckinghamshire Council’s Gateway 

building car park in Aylesbury – where it is planned to remain for the 

foreseeable future. How to book a test, symptoms and for more 

information please go to our website www.slapton-pc.org 

Covid-19 NHS App  The new NHS COVID-19 app is now live and 

is available for people in England and Wales to download and use 

on their smartphones.   This is the ‘official’ NHS app to support the 

Test and Trace system.The app doesn’t use personal data other 

than the first part of a user’s postcode - it works anonymously via 

Bluetooth, for details on why it is important, how it helps to trace the 

virus quickly, and user confidentiality please go to our website 

www.slapton-pc.org    

For detailed information about the new COVID-19 NHS App go 

to www.COVID-19.nhs.uk 

Talk about your Worries If you are worried about how 

coronavirus is impacting on you, your family and friends, your 

finances or your future please talk to someone about your feelings. 

https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/healthyminds/covid/ 

The North Bucks Patient Support Service is an NHS funded 

link between older and vulnerable patients of all the GP Surgeries in 

north Buckinghamshire.  

www.northbuckspatientsupport.info/coronavirus 

and  www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus  

www.nspcc.org.uk  Calm Zone’ area on their website which 

has activities from breathing exercises, activities, games and videos 

to help let go of stress.  

www.childline.org.uk  There is also a very useful Covid 19 support 

and advice on how we help our children deal with anxieties and 

worries about the virus, to worries about conflict and family 

tension.and much more. 

 

Doorstep Posters 

If you have concerns for anyone within your home who is vulnerable and has or is within the high risk 
category for Covid-19  and you would prefer not to have to answer the door, go to our website 

www.slapton-pc.org and download the full size posters to display on your door.  

Residents should check the following link for daily updates about all council services:https://
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/changes-to-our-services-due-coronavirus/   



 
Holy Cross Church Slapton 

Church Diary December 2020 

Dear Friends 

I would like to start this message with some good news! 

The emergency repair works to our South Wall are now 

pretty much completed which 

means both that the wall is 

secure and will not collapse 

and the roof is now properly 

supported so that will not 

collapse. These repairs 

should be good for the next 5 

-10 years. 

There is still quite a bit of 

tidying to do including 

plastering and painting so 

the church will remain closed 

as planned until the New 

Year - we should have 

information in our next 

Villager about possible re-

opening, however a word of caution - we still have to abide 

by government guidelines so its not clear yet on what the 

timing might be or whether the pandemic gets any worse. 

I really would like to thank everyone in the village for their 

support in this difficult time - we managed to raise through 

grants and donations about 80% of the amount required to 

do these works - I’d also like to thank those that contributed 

through the Just Giving page and through the Parish Giving 

scheme. 

We are hoping that in the New Year we can start to fund 

raise again so we can complete payments for the repairs - 

unfortunately even though we are a charity, we don’t qualify 

for any of the government help schemes available to other 

charities and small businesses so we are totally reliant on 

our own fund raising. 

We are still running our online services every Sunday at 

9:30am on facebook.com/holycrossslapton/live and on the 

telephones 020 3695 9287 - please contact me for the 

passcode to access this service. 

This December will look very different to previous Advent 

services, but as we move into December it looks as though 

we will be able to run our outdoor carol service on Christmas 

Eve. Our plan is to hold this in the churchyard and all are 

welcome (unless govt restrictions change) to stand in the 

churchyard or in Knyghton Close - there will be a PA so 

everyone will be able to hear wherever you are. 

The carols will be prerecorded by the choir (although it’s 

possible we may be able to have a live choir) and the service 

will be the usual arrangement of carols and readings 

(readings will be live on the day). 

The service will be held at 3pm whilst it is still light as we 

need to be careful to ensure everyones safety. 

There will also be a 9 lessons and carols service online on 

facebook on Sunday 20th December at 6pm 

So services are as follows: 

Every Sunday @9:30am  

facebook.com/holycrossslapton/live - 020 3695 9287 

Sunday 20th Dec @6pm 9 lessons and carols 

facebook.com/holycrossslapton/live - 020 3695 9287 

Thursday 24th Dec @3pm - 

Carol Service in the churchyard 

Other services in the Benefice. 

All Saints Marsworth - please 

ring John on 01296 662252 

St Marys Ivinghoe - ring Sandra 

on 01296 668648 

Poppy appeal 

Thank you everyone for your 

kindness and generosity at this 

years appeal. 

 

 

Wishing everyone happiness and hopefulness through 

Christmas time and into the New Year of 2021. 

With our very best wishes 

Wendy and David Mann  

Churchwardens Holy Cross Slapton 

A range of Holy Cross Christmas cards are on sale.  Ring 

Wendy to order.   01525 221202 

 

 



Planning Applications: Objections 

Over the last 12 months there have been a couple of high 

profile (by local standards) planning applications which have 

generated many objections. At the start of the year I knew 

nothing of how to effectively object to these applications but, 

driven by necessity and having read loads of objections now, 

I’ve found a few ways to improve an objection and thought I’d 

share them with you. At this point I must add that I’m no expert 

and that the following are just suggested tips I’ve picked up 

along the way!  

The first thing to remember is that anyone owning land has the 

right to develop it provided they do it within the bounds of 

national and local planning policy guidelines. The policies are 

pretty strict (they’re there to protect us!) and this is where a 

number of applications have fallen down. 

Take note of where the yellow notice describing the planning 

application (the Statutory Notice) is placed. It should be in a 

convenient location for residents to see; if it’s not (as has 

happened recently) it may be grounds for an extension to the 

consultation dates. 

Make sure you know what the key dates are (they’re displayed 

on the planning objection portal); if you submit a comment 

(positive or negative) after the consultation-end date then it 

may be ignored. Technically objections should be submitted 

before midnight on the day the consultation ends (although 

there’s nothing stopping you submitting a comment after the 

date). 

STICK TO THE FACTS! Making a statement that includes 

something like “the effect will be….” is suggesting a statement 

of fact so must be backed up with a reason why you believe 

this to be the case. Far better is to use “… is likely to have this 

effect….” but still give some evidence to support your 

statement. For example, which of the following would have 

more weight? 

“I object to the increase in HGV’s because the roads aren’t 

suitable”. 

“The local roads are 5.1m wide. HGV’s can be 2.6m wide. The 

local roads are unsuitable to HGV’s because two lorries cannot 

pass each other without damaging the grass verge. For this 

reason, the application should be refused”. 

Review all pertinent documents relating to the case (they are 

all logged with the planning application). Some of these 

documents may be commissioned by the applicant and, as 

such, may be written with a very favourable slant towards the 

development. 

If objecting to something in one of the documents, include the 

document title (from the application portal) and the section you 

are referring to. If necessary, also copy & paste the wording 

you’re objecting to. 

If you know of similar developments that have had an impact, 

refer to them in your objection. Make sure your reference 

includes all relevant details including if possible, the original 

planning application reference. 

You don’t have to submit just a written objection via the 

planning portal, you can submit a document (Word or PDF is 

best) by emailing the Case Officer. They will then upload it into 

the documents section in full. By doing it this way you can 

include photos in your objection if relevant. 

Take photos! If you’re describing the failing road infrastructure 

for example, a picture can paint a 1000 words! 

There are some key areas that the council will look at when 

weighing up a planning application but right at the top is 

whether the proposal is “likely to cause more than substantial 

harm” (to the environment, roads, safety of residents, etc.). 

This is a very significant statement so if you can use it in your 

objection it will really raise the profile (but again, make sure 

you back up why this is the case). 

Other good areas to highlight are the health & safety of 

residents, environmental impacts and infrastructure impacts. 

If you’re making one than one reason for the objection, break 

the points down and after each point include a statement along 

the lines of “…for this reason the application should be 

refused” 

There are lots of other tips and each planning application 

should be considered individually (and of course you can also 

make positive comments!). I guess the bottom line is to be 

factual, add reasons to your comments and try to avoid 

emotional 

statements. 

Jeremy 

Whinnett 



   Bury Farm Equestrian Centre Planning 

Application 20/03496/APP 

Since the report in the November edition of the Villager, there 

have been a number of developments. 

At the time of writing there have been 45 objections to this 

Planning Application lodged with Buckinghamshire Council 

This includes an extensive document from the Parish 

Council. 

The Parish Council also requested an extension to the date 

by which objections must be lodged with Buckinghamshire 

Council. This has been granted and additional objections 

will be accepted up to Friday 11th December 2020 

Comments should be submitted to Buckinghamshire Council 

(AVDC section) planning portal www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/

search-planning-licensing-applications 

The core objections are as follows: 

• The inappropriate nature of converting an equestrian 

facility into an industrial area. 

• The access to Bury Farm Equestrian Centre is 

currently via a Private Road which is owned by an 

unrelated party. The proposed access to the proposed 

industrial area has been stated in the Application to be 

by the same road. This is being vigorously resisted by 

the owner of the road. 

• There is significant concern about the increase of 

traffic flows in the village of Slapton as the Bury Farm 

site can only be practically accessed by vehicles 

• Additionally, the Applicants plans to provide access to 

Heavy Goods Vehicles 

• The roads in and around Slapton are unsuitable for 

increased traffic flows and in particular Heavy Goods 

Vehicles 

• The roads are relatively narrow and the surface of 

Horton Road in particular shows considerable signs of 

deterioration around the “S” bends. 

The Parish Council in its objections recommended that 

Buckinghamshire Council carry out a full traffic survey prior 

to the Application going for decision. However, the Parish 

Council is currently actively monitoring traffic flows on Mill 

Road, the results of which will be forward to the Planning 

Authority. 

Interguide might wish to summarise for the next edition of 

The Villager the benefits that Slapton would gain as a result 

of the development, 

as there is no Design 

and Access Statement 

attached to the 

application where 

such benefits are 

usually described. 

http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/search-planning-licensing-applications
http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/search-planning-licensing-applications


Our Community Groups 

Slapton Family Club 

Hi Everyone! 

The family club decided, that as we couldn’t get together for 
the usual children’s Christmas party this year, we would 
donate gifts to children instead. Fortunately, Jenny sent me a 
link for a registered charity called Domestic Abuse Survivors, 
who were looking for Christmas present donations for 
children, and were local. They have teamed up with Bucks 
Children’s Social Services and have made it their mission to 
ensure every child gets 
a gift this Christmas. 
What better way to 
start the festive season 
with helping those in 
need we thought! It 
was such a tight 
deadline, but I am so 
delighted to say that 
the family club came 
together and have 
donated over 20 brand 
new presents! I want to 
thank those who donated, you are all amazing and I am so 
grateful for your support  

Food Bank  

 The benefice of St’Marys, Ivinghoe, with Pitstone, 
Marsworth, Slapton and the village of Cheddington provide 
food bank items for anyone needing help.  

Please do not hesitate to contact Babs on 07860 780127 if 
you feel that we can help you or you can help us with 
donations. All enquiries are treated in strictest confidence.  

This is a fantastic service. Please do not struggle, contact 
Babs or myself if we can help you.  

Thank you all and wishing you all a very Merry and Happy 
Christmas with your families. 

Kirsti  x  

Slapton Craft Club 

A few more items completed this month, we are still crafting, 
for good causes and good friends. We are still connected 
using messaging and zoom. 

It  will be better when we are 
all able to join together and 
share our crafting, that’s what 
makes it special ...meeting 
and sharing our makes and 
skills..... won’t be long now. 

Take care everyone 

 

The 100 Club 

The 100 Club Winner for November was Jon Woof with Ball 
20.  

To Join the 100 Club contact Madeline Carman on 
220393                    

 

Slapton Senior Citizen Group  Shirley Burrell  221413 

 

 

Slapton WI 

November has seen our Annual General Meeting and this 
posed some challenges due to the restrictions in place at the 
moment. Like many groups, we entered the world of ‘Virtual’ 
meetings  with the help of Yve Robinson, our Bucks 
Federation representative. Many ladies had not experienced 
‘zooming’ before and the excitement on seeing fellow 
members was palpable, with cries of ‘’0oh look! there’s 
Barbara, and Wendy!’ Fourteen ladies were able to take part 
on this occasion. We are hoping that covid regulations might 
allow some ‘doubling up’ for our next meeting, which will be a 
Christmas celebration, on 14th December at 7.30pm.  

During our meeting, we were able to vote on our President for 
the next year and are pleased that Pam Waugh is willing to 
continue in this role. In her President’s address, Pam spoke 
about her hopes for the year ahead and how lovely it will be 
when the group are able to meet again. She also spoke about 
the ‘Light up for Lockdown’ initiative, where members have 
been adding lights to the outside of their houses to ‘lighten’ 
the mood for everyone. It 
would be lovely if more people 
would like to join in.  

Contact has  continued 
between members through 
phone calls, walks and our 
texting and video calls and 
conversations on Messenger. 
It has been important to us to 
maintain these conversations 
in order to support one 
another through this difficult 
time.  In the past, initiatives by 
the WI have centred on 
combatting loneliness and 
mental health. If anyone is 
concerned for a neighbour or 
relative who would appreciate a friendly phone call, please 
feel free to contact Pam or Alison who would be happy to talk 
further and make the arrangements. 

St Marys Choir 

 Having rehearsed on Zoom during lockdown and into the 
summer, St Mary’s choir were able to meet face to face for 
the first time in September. A strict protocol was put in place 
and choir members had to sit at some distance from each 
other, but it was wonderful to sing together once again after 
so many months of only meeting on Zoom. Rehearsing 
together again meant we were able to make live recordings of 
the choir for use in services and on Facebook. Once church 
services resumed, we realised there would be additional 
demands on the choir. Instead of recording one hymn or 
anthem each week, we now needed to record two hymns and 
an anthem as well as recording the liturgy for communion. A 
challenge for all concerned, but one which the choir took on 
admirably. Just as we were preparing for Remembrance 
Sunday, we were plunged once again into lockdown, and 
resumed Zoom rehearsals. There was a quick rethink, and 
Dave produced the beautiful and moving online service and 
tribute to those who lost their lives from all three villages in 
the Benefice. So now, Christmas is just around the corner, 
and St Mary’s choir are working hard to record carols and 
anthems for services throughout December. They will be 
joined by the Beacon Community Choir in recordings of 
everyone’s favourite carols to ensure that this year’s 
Christmas Carol Services will be the joyful and rousing 
occasions we have come to expect. Though, sadly, this year 
we will not all be able to meet in Holy Cross on Christmas 
Eve, we can still raise our voices and share the joy through 
song.  



Spotted: Slapton Horton and Grove 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Slapton 

We have a lovely community group for Slapton and the 
surrounding area on Face Book available for all those who 
live or work here to join. This group has been set up as a 
place to share news, information, local pictures and 
comments on local events. 

If you have not already joined the group page then, please 
do.  We would love to welcome you on board. 

The group also encourages local businesses to advertise 
and, as a result, local support for local businesses has 
increased dramatically.  Which is a wonderful thing, 
especially given the current climate. 

Although we can vouch that the businesses currently 
advertised on the group page are all genuine, the group did 
recently have two former members that coerced some people 
into wrongly believing they were working for one of those 
companies.  They then demanded payment up front before 
providing the service offered.  Alas, they never turned up to 
do the job and, people were conned out of money.  It is 
believed that our group was not the only one targeted.   

The police have been informed and, the two members 
removed and blocked from the group page. 

Baring this in mind, we advise that the following precautionary 
measures should be taken to protect yourself against 
fraudsters: 

Always try to find a boda fide website that clearly shows the 
name and contact details, including address, of the business 
you wish to deal with.  If the details shown there do not match 
those advertised on the group page, contact the company via 
the website, rather than via Face Book. 

If the business is Limited or a LLP, a quick check at 
Companies House will show the name of the directors and 
the registered address. 

Never pay up-front, especially if the service offered is only for 
a small amount. In the case of our conmen, they were 
demanding up-front payments of around £25-£30 for a job 
that was of the same monitory value. 

If any business requests you to pay into a private bank 
account using the advertisers own name, as opposed to a 
business bank account using the business name, double 
check that the name on the bank account marries up to the 
name of the proprietor of the business.  If they don’t, then you 
may need to do more checks before proceeding to do any 
business with them.    Stay safe 

Admin for Spotted: Slapton, Horton and Grove Group page 

 

Slapton Support Group 

Christmas is fast approaching, the current lockdown is 
coming to an end and there’s good news that we will be able 
to meet up with loved ones, even if only for a short time, to 
celebrate.     In the meantime, if preparations are getting on 
top of you, or you can’t face the queues at the post office, or 
you need help with the groceries, please get in touch if you a 
hand over the coming weeks. All you need to do is give us a 
call.  

May you and your families have a wonderful Christmas, and 
may the new year bring good health and happiness to all. 
...though we are keeping our distance, help is still near at 
hand. email:  judithclaresheridan@gmail.com tel: 01525 
222131 text: 07771 570314  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST SESSION IS ALWAYS FREE. 
 

At Demon Fitness we continue to run classes 6 days a 
week, with a variety of classes to suit everyone. 

 
We offer live classes on Zoom and Facebook 

and our outdoor and indoor classes are going from strength 
to strength with the addition of SAQ Drill Training and the 

opportunity of 121 Training with Chris. 
 

Classes include, Hiitstep Metafit, Resistance Training,Boot 
Camps, Metapwr ,Gentle Aerobics, Metapro and much more. 

Classes are no more than 45 minutes long and can be 
adapted for all abilities. 

 
Are you looking to release your inner fitness 

demon?  
 

Contact us for more information. Facebook at 
demonfit66six or contact me for further information 

ckelly666@googlemail.com  

Tel 07941177666 

mailto:ckelly666@googlemail.com


Little-walked footpaths in and around Slapton – a 
postscript 

This is a postscript to my September article in which I 

described the path from the bottom of Billington Hill to the 

Leighton Buzzard bypass. I’ve now had an opportunity to 

walk the whole 5-mile circuit and can add some information 

about the part I’ve not described yet.: from the first kissing 

gate you encounter when you climb gently up- from the Ouzel 

to the bypass to the start of the path down Billington Hill.  

I’m starting at the first kissing gate you encounter when 

you’ve just climbed gently up from the Ouzel to the bypass. 

When you reach the 

kissing gate at the top of 

the slope, turn right 

through another kissing 

gate onto a clear wide 

footpath (Central Beds 

FP45).  As you can see 

this is a wide, even footpath which has 

been carefully looked after. Very shortly 

you cross the access road to Grovebury 

Quarry, which is clearly marked by a red 

and white archway at both ends. The 

original footpath over what is now the 

bypass continues here but ignore it and 

carry on along the new footpath, which 

initially runs between 

two rows of trees. 

The one on the left screens you from the 

bypass. You pass the bridge leading to 

the Roman Gate estate and carry on 

following this path. 

There is a fair bit of traffic noise from the 

bypass at this point. Shortly after the 

bridge, the line of trees on your right 

comes to an end and you have a view over the Grovebury 

Quarry, with the quarry lake and its island. As you walk, you 

can also catch glimpses of 

familiar buildings on the 

outskirts of Leighton Buzzard, 

including the MacDonald’s at 

the roundabout where the 

bypass meets Leighton Road.  

At this point, the footpath becomes FP14 again as it first 

follows the course of Leighton Road (A4146), which is 

thankfully a much quieter road, and then that of Slapton 

Road, which runs over Billington Hill. 

 

The three stretches I’ve described separately make up a 

really interesting circular walk with a wide variety of terrain: 

quiet paths along the Ouzel, meanderings through denser 

vegetation and stunning views as you descend through Little 

Billington. The village of Grove makes a good place to start, 

as there is a place to park and a pub to visit when you return 

to your starting place.  

Distance: The whole circuit is just over five miles (8.4 

kilometres). 

Terrain: The terrain varies a lot. The section described above 

is probably the easiest to walk as the path is broad and well 

kept. Walking boots are definitely needed for the other parts 

of the circuit at this time of year. The most neglected part of 

the path, the second half of the section which follows the 

Ouzel to just outside 

Grove, is very overgrown. 

My friend’s spirited little 

dog, usually racing ahead, 

was somewhat intimidated 

by the undergrowth here 

and let me go first. 

Maps: The best map can be found on the Central 

Bedfordshire website: https://

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/82/countryside/431/

rights_of_way. Scroll down to Online Maps and click on 

“online mapping system”. This brings up a footpaths map of 

Bedfordshire which you can enlarge/reduce and move around 

until you have found the right place. The portion you want can 

easily be printed out. I also found Ordinance Survey map 165 

very helpful.  

Maggie Godsland 

 

Have a look at Walking in Buckinghamshire                                     

https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/bucks , which has 

hundreds of FREE walks to download and print plus details of 

all the walking clubs in the country and loads more 

REVISED LIBRARY SERVICE From 3rd December 2020 

We shall be resuming library visits – with a limited number being 

allowed at one time in the library  

Tuesdays 2 – 5pm, Thursdays 2 – 5pm  

Alternate Saturdays 10 - 1pm  (starting 5th December) 

Further information, including Christmas arrangements, will be 

posted on the website. 

Books may be returned to the drop box when the Town Hall Foyer 

is open. 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/82/countryside/431/rights_of_way
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/82/countryside/431/rights_of_way
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/82/countryside/431/rights_of_way




Useful numbers 

Parish Clerk John Furniss 01462 713424   

Village Hall Bookings  Frank  07716 723780 

Church Wardens Dave and Wendy 221202 

Volunteer Helpline  Judith 222131 

The Villager   Emma 01525 221111 

100 Club Madeline Carman 220393 

Family Club Kirsti 07752 269851 

Senior Citizens Club Shirley 221413 

The Craft Club Wendy 222776 

Womens Institute Rhoda 220395 

Foodbank local 07860 780127  

Buckinghamshire Council 01296 585858 

Helplines 

www.nhs.uk Advice on covid-19, childhood illnesses injuries 

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk Bucks County Council 

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus   

Coronavirus Government help https://www.gov.uk/
coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable 

District Council help www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/
coronavirus/community-hub 

Aylesbury Women’s Aid       01296 436827 

www.reducingtherisk.org.uk/cms/content/information-and-
advice-buckinghamshire                                                          
Help and advice on  domestic abuse 

www.bucksmind.org.uk  Mind  mental/emotional help 

www.childline.org.uk  (free, private and confidential help for 
children and young people) 

Childline 0808 800 5000 (adults concerned about a child) 

Childline  0800111 (help for children)  

The Villager Copy Date and Advertising Rates 

Copy for the November Villager is due on the 20th 
December at villagerslapton@gmail.com or Buffalo House, 
Mill Road, Slapton and speak to Emma on 01525 221111  

Boxed Display rate –Commercial 

Full page - £40 per month 

1/2 page - £25 per month 

1/4 page - £15 per month 

1/8 page - £10 per month 

Boxed Display rates –Non profit 

Full page - £25 per month 

1/2 page - £14 per month 

1/4 page - £8 per month 

If you are receiving a paper copy of The Villager and would 
prefer to get it by email, contact the editor  at 
theslaptonvillager@gmail.com or Emma Griffin at Buffalo 
House on 221111  

Editors Note: Contributors to The Villager should be 
aware that the editor reserves the right to edit text 
submitted, for reasons of accuracy, sense, clarity, tone, 
relevance and space.  Contact the Editor at 
villagerslapton@gmail.com 01525 221111 

Slapton Parish Website 

www.slapton-pc.org 

 

Slapton has its own Parish website. Here you will find 

all the information pertaining to our local area. Our 

website carries news and information and is the first 

place you should look for updates on how the current 

situation is affecting us locally. 

 

All Parish Council matters can be found here, along 

with reports from our Buckinghamshire Councillors and 

news and events. 

 

The website has a variety of links to allow you to report 

problems to the Council, notify the correct department 

for potholes, view planning applications and keep up to 

date with the local Police and Crime reports. Both 

current and back copies of The Villager can also be 

found on-line here. 

 

If you have any information that you would like to be 

published on-line, an event to promote, or to book the 

Village Hall, please make contact through the relevant 

page on the website. 


