
 

The Villager 
Newsletter for Slapton, Horton, Grove, Little Billington and Ivinghoe Aston 
May 2021 

Notices 

Check our village website regularly                         
www.slapton-pc.org    

& social media                                                    

www.facebook.com/slaptonhortongrove                            

www.facebook.com/groups/slapton                  

Dates for your diary 
8pm 17 May at Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall 

The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, followed by a 
Parish Council meeting.  

Later, in the month will be the Annual Meeting of the 
Parish. Clubs and Organisations in the Parish will be 

invited to attend and report on their activities during the 
year. 

 

Welcome Back Demon Fitness! 
Something New to Get the Village Moving! 

Want to improve your mobility and overall fitness in a safe 
friendly environment? Want to get the kids off the xbox and 
jumping around to burn off that energy??? 

With restrictions easing, Chris at Demon fitness plans to bring 
her Fabulous 50 Plus aerobic sessions and Metacub Junior Hiit 
sessions to Slapton Village.  

Fabulous 50 Plus is a gentle aerobic session which includes 
stretch and tone. 

Metacub HIIT is for 
our younger demons 
and suitable from 
children aged 4 to 10.  

Some of your little 
people have already 
enjoyed our taster 
session in the park 
last summer. 

 

If this is something you would be interested in, please 
contact me on the details below. If I have the right level of 
interest I will get some taster sessions going as soon as 
Boris gives us the next green light for indoor training.  

Metacub will be delivered in the park for as long as the 
weather allows. 

I need your feedback to make this happen... 

Keep Slapton Moving and growing as a Community. 

Chris Kelly   07941177666 

ckelly666@googlemail.com   FB @demonfitsix66  

 

 

 

 

Demon Fitness Returns to outdoor training at Slapton Rec! 

We are growing in strength and numbers week on week as our new 
timetable evolves during the roadmap period. 

Current classes include  

Tuesday 6.35pm Hiitstep if it is dry or Metafit if we have rain! 

Wednesday 6pm Metafit 

Saturday 9am Metapro SAQ Drill Training  

Metafit/Metapro £5 Hiitstep £6 PAYG 

As restrictions ease we will re-introduce kit based training but are 
playing it safe for now with bodyweight only classes. 

Sessions are no more than 45 minutes long and can be adapted for 
all abilities. 

We also offer 121 training and small group PT. 

Here at Demon Fitness we pride ourselves in our care for our custom-
ers and want to bring out the best in everyone. We are a fabulously 
friendly group that has loads of fun while keeping fit.  
 

Facebook at   demonfit66six or contact me for further information 
ckelly666@googlemail.com        www.demonfitness.co.uk 

Slapton Horton Grove Support Group 
Providing support to our pensioners and most 
vulnerable  residents .Shopping, prescriptions, 

assistance, chat. 

judithclaresheridan@gmail.com 

01525 222131 or text 07771570314 



Hello Everyone! 

With our coming out of lockdown it has been great to be able 
to see our friends in the community again, weather 
permitting, and it really has been a mixed bag of warm spring 
days, rain, hail and  even snow.  

Starting the month with our Easter Hunt it was great to see 
our children  having fun throughout  the village.  Our thanks 
go to Kirsti and the Family Club and all those in the 
community who contributed in so many ways to make our 
Easter in the villages a colourful one. 

Our second event was also thanks to Kirsti, 
the great  idea of a table top sale, the 
weather was brilliant, it was great to see 
community support,  and have the 
opportunity to see friends we haven’t seen 
for quite a while. 

A little sad news, we need to say a fond 
farewell to Jeanette Reston in Mill Road who 
has been in the village for 20 years!.  We will 
miss you Jeanette, and wish you every happiness in your 
future home. We look forward to hopefully seeing you at our 
village events in future. 

I am absolutely delighted to welcome our newest addition to 
the community, Liz and Rich Patterson on Mill Road have a 
beautiful baby boy Freddie (see page 3) congratulations to 
you all. Freddie at only a few weeks managed to give  

parents Liz and Rich a full 6 hours sleep the other night.  We 
are  so pleased for you all, and the fun you have ahead. 

Another celebration this month was the WI’s 71st birthday.  
Our thanks for the huge contribution our WI make to our 
community, it was lovely to hear how much fun you all had.  

We have this month quite a change with our Parish Council. 
Full details of our new councillors in next months issue. 

John Furniss who was Parish Clerk has retired as from the 
31st March 2021 and Bridget Knight has 
been appointed as the new Parish Clerk as 
from 1st April. We thank John for all he did 
and a warm welcome to Bridget for taking 
on this important role in our community. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed 
towards the vote on the Village Hall, the 
Parish Council have verified their results 
and details can be found on page 7. 

It has made such a difference to be able to 
see our friends outside, and I do believe the over last year of 
lockdown, in our helping each other, our community spirit has 
grown stronger, and given us a greater respect and warmth 
for each other than we could have imagined. 

Hoping to see everyone a little more over the next month   

Much love  Emma xx 

 
 

 

Can you spare a little time to help our village? 

You may notice that at each entrance to the village there is 
a colourful  planter.  
 
Emily who was looking after the two Horton Road planters 
has moved away, and we are looking for  someone to take 
care of one or both planters.  They reflect our  pride in our 
village and a lovely welcome to both residents and visitors 
alike.  
 
If you feel that may be able to take over the  care of one or 
both of these planters please call Madeline on 220393.  



Easter Hunt with Kirsti & the Family Club 

 

 

    
A socially distanced Easter hunt 
made a lovely start to Easter for 
our village children, organised 
by Kirsti Lowery and the 
Slapton Family Club. 

 Our children  were delighted to 
race through the village finding  

pictures in windows, spotting painted pebbles, and our 
wonderful community supported 
us again by decorating your 
homes  - all adding to the fun   

Children hunted for 10 Easter 
pictures and having found them 

all returned to Kirsti to receive a chocolate 
egg treat left earlier in the day by the 
Easter Bunny. 

Our children were 
delighted to start Easter with such a 
fun event, we all would like to thank 
Kirsti for organising this for our 
village. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our thanks to Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall  
Committee for their kind support with this event. 

Village Fun   

We are delighted to hear the wonderful news that Rich 
and Liz Pattison in Mill Road have a beautiful baby boy 
Freddie.   

Proud parents Liz and Rich very kindly shared with us a 
little on Freddie: 

His full name is Frederick Henry John Pattison. He was 
born on 22/03/21 at 02:54am at Stoke Mandeville Hospi-
tal, weighing 9lb 4oz! He was a bit poorly when he was 
first born - he had an infection and had to go to the neo-
natal ICU for the first few days, so we didn’t actually 
come home from hospital until 29/03/21. However, we’re 
delighted to say that he is fully recovered from his infec-
tion now and he is doing really well. He was weighed re-
cently (at 4 weeks old) and he is already 10lb 9oz!!  

On behalf of the whole community, we send our love 
and congratulations to you all.   

Welcome Baby Freddie!  

We have wonderful news, the Parish Council  have presented 
us with a fund which needs to be used for recreation within the 
community. 

As a community we love to work together to create the best 
possible space for our village for the future, and this time the 
Parish Council are working with Demon Fitness, Slapton Family 
Club and through Villager, you the community, to come up with 
ideas of what would best suit our needs for the future. 

A suggestion has come forward for adult/older child equipment 
(see below), any comments and ideas you may have for 
equipment for our recreation ground please could you forward to 
Councillor Chris Kelly at ckelly666@googlemail.com. 

 

 

 

 

Ideas for new Recreation Ground Equipment 



Holy Cross Church Diary May 2021 
Following repair works carried out on the South Wall we 
have replastered and painted the interior and done a 
thorough deep clean including restoring and polishing all 
the woodwork. 

We would like to thank David Debutts and John Newton for 
their efforts in restoring the interior. 

We welcome new residents to Slapton and very much look 
forward to meeting you in June when Holy Cross is open 
once again for services. 

As well as the regular online and telephone services 
(detailed below) we will be having 2 outdoor services in 
May - on 16th May led by our lay minister, Barbara Debutts 
and 30th May led by Revd David Holloway. 

We are expecting to re-open the church for services on 
20th June - Fathers Day. This service will be a communion 
service (Oxford Diocese COVID rules apply) led by Revd 
David Holloway. We will also ensure that COVID rules are 
strictly followed in the church with sanitisers and a hand 
washing station with social distancing. 

We are progressing with the bells project and will keep you 
up to date with progress, however in order to keep the 
costs under control we are looking for volunteers to assist 
the Bell Hangers when they start the works. 

You may have specific skills that you can bring to the 
project or just be keen to help - whichever it is, we will be 
most grateful for any help offered under the instruction of 
TLB Bell Hangers. 

Out of interest, we will be filming the works so we have a 
permanent record of the whole restoration project for future 
generations to see. 

With the generous support of Emma Griffin, we are hosting 
2 more fund raising music events in the summer in mid July 
and mid August following our successful Summer Music 
event last year which was enjoyed by all. 

Sunday morning services can be seen online on:  

facebook.com/holycrossslapton/live 

Zoom:  Meeting ID: 462 204 1281,    PassCode:  01296 

and on the telephones for those without internet by dialling: 
0330 606 1118 or 0161 520 0081 (both local numbers) then 
entering room number 297713 

We look forward to seeing you. 

With our best wishes 

David and Wendy Mann 

Churchwardens, Holy Cross Church. 

01525 221202 

holycrossslapton@gmail.com 

 

 Want to get involved in Village Life 
  Here In Slapton, Horton and Grove? 

 Your Village Hall Needs You!   
 

As we slowly emerge from lockdown the Committee are 
busy in the background making improvements to your 

Village Hall and ensuring that it will be Covid Secure for 
our clubs, organisations and the church to return just as 

soon as we are able. 

The position of bookings clerk has become available and 
we are looking for someone who is keen to be involved in 

our village life and help us run our lovely village hall. 

The position involves dealing with booking enquiries, 
reservations and ensuring invoices are sent to hirers at 

month end. 

Not only is it an opportunity to help us get the village hall 
back up and running, it is also a chance to meet new 

people and really get involved in our wonderful 
community. 

 

If you think this could be something for you. 
please contact Chris Kelly on 07941177666 

email ckelly666@googlemail.com 

Orchard 
 

A blackbird rounds 

The crop of daffodils, under the bloomed tree. 

They 

Have rusty heads, by our heads 

Shadow 

Mutters. 

 

The sun spreads itself, from cedar, 

Lower, 

To walk among the May-bark. 

 

A cart turns, outside a wood 

 

Letting out the drunkard: 

 

A quiet, 

At the tip 

Of his tongue. 

 

Julian Mann  



Table Top Sale   
On Saturday 17th April we had our first Table Top Sale.  A 
socially distanced opportunity to see each other in the open 
air, and clear out a few unwanted items, and bring home a 
few bargains too. 

We would all like to say a huge 
thank you to Kirsti Lowery (pictured 
right) and our  Family Club, as this 
is the  second socially distanced 
event they have organised this 
month, 

 

The weather was perfect 
and our community very 

much enjoyed the opportunity to be able to 
see each other, Madeleine Hill commented 
as we enjoyed our round of the village ‘It is 
all about taking part’ and I do agree.  It is 
the community who make our villages a 
wonderful place to be.  Thanks to all those 
who set up and organised stalls, and to 
those who joined in, whether to buy sell or 
just chat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am a semi retired local handy-man with a lifetime 
of experience and a ‘can do’ attitude.  I will 

undertake all your odd jobs that need doing around 
your home or office 

Painting  

Decorating  

D.I.Y  

Gardening  

Cleaning  

Pressure Washing 
I aim to please with good honest work at a very fair price! 

Call Peter 

 01525 795324 

07703744188  

or email 
oddjobs@mail.com 

Testimonials and 
references available 

ODDJOBS Services 

Slapton Horton Grove you are awesome! 

 



Our Community Groups 
Slapton Family Club 
Hello everyone! 

I wanted to start by thanking all those who took part in the 
Easter Egg fun on Good Friday. 

It was so good to see so many families out and about and to 
meet lots of new faces too. 

I enjoyed a coffee by the fabulous Julian 
at Saint Barista. If you have not tried one 
of their lattes yet or hot chocolates yet- I 
would highly recommend. 

The Easter Bunny delivered over 35 
eggs to the children who took part, 
which is just lovely. 

We met lots of new people that day, so 
do not forget to get in contact with me if you wish to join the 
family group. It’s fun, easy going and most of all us grown-
ups get to chat and socialise too, which is an added bonus. 

I wanted to thank the Village Hall Committee for their 
contribution to make the Easter hunt happen, as well as 
Emma Barrett who made sure I actually had eggs to give 
(they sold out much quicker than I anticipated!). Roman, Jack 
T Smith, Jack, Ottillie & Teddy Edwards, Harley & Dylan Gatt, 
for colouring in the posters which were dotted around the 
village. 

Also, to the residents who 
kindly displayed these posters 
for our children to spot- thank 
you. 

The sun shone for our table-top 
sale, and again was such a great afternoon to see ‘humans’! 

I really enjoyed walking around the village, seeing faces old 
and new – I hope you did too. 

Speaking of which, I would like to say a fond farewell to 
Jeanette Reston, Mill Road. She has lived here in Slapton for 

over 20 years and has been the best 
neighbour and support for me and my 
family since we moved here. Jeanette 
has shared many stories about the 
village from way back and how 
involved she was with the village when 
her children lived at home   I wanted 
to wish her all the luck in her new 

home (not far away thankfully). We will miss her a lot 
(especially my son for the ice-creams over the fence!). Good 
luck Jeanette!!! 

I hope to organise something in the 
recreation park soon, I will keep 
you informed via our what’s app 
group.  In the meantime, talks are 
underway about new equipment in 
the park and how we can improve 
it. Any suggestions please let us 
know. We now have the fantastic 
football goals up, and it has been great seeing them being 
utilised.  

The lovely Chris is back at Demon Fitness too, so please 
come along and give it a go if you haven’t already. Life is 
slowly but surely coming back to normal. 

All the best 

Kirsti 
To join our Family Club contact Kirsti on  (07752 269851) 
Kirsti.lowery@yahoo.com 

Slapton Craft Club 

The craft club are busy as always and look forward to 
meeting again, as soon as we are allowed. Everyone looking 
forward to that. 

To join Craft Club contact Wendy on 222776 

The 100 Club 
Aprils 100 Club winner was Paul Bingley-Hall with ball 
number 54  
To Join the 100 Club contact Madeline Carman 220393  
 

Slapton Senior Citizen Group 
To join the Senior Citizens Group Shirley Burrell  221413 
 

Village Fete    

 After a long lockdown plans to bring everyone together in the 
form of the village fete are now being put into motion. With 
live music, classic vehicles, stalls and food and drink ‘a’ 
plenty, the planned date will be around the end of August/ 
start of September (TBC) so would  ask you for the usual 
donations of bric-a-brac, Tombola prizes, old crockery, books 
and also full bottles of booze for the barrow of bottles, all 
donations would be gratefully received and can be dropped 
off at the village hall by prior arrangement or  be collected 
directly from you by contacting Tony or Madeline on the 
numbers below.  

 We would also welcome any local businesses that would like 
to sponsor a stand or raffle prize, in return they will be 
included in the widely distributed programme on the day. 

Volunteers are also one of the most important things that help 
make the day successful, so if you would like to volunteer 
your services to help with setup, take down or even on the 
day to run a stall please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Let’s all get behind the fete this year and try and make it a 
good year after all! 

We look forward to seeing you all there! 

Please contact Tony on 07809 477317 or Madeline on 
01525 220393   

 



www.slapton-pc.org  
We have a new website 

coming soon 

 

Slapton Village Hall Survey Results 

Thank you to everyone who took part in the Village Hall 
Survey. The votes have now been counted and verified by 
an independent adjudicator. 

 

There were a total of 93 voting forms returned, of which 90 
have been fully validated and 3 declared as spoilt papers. 
These 90 forms contained the votes of 163 people which 
equates to approximately 35% of the electorate. Of those 
163 votes the following is declared: 

 

• Option 1 Support Griffin Application  107 votes 

• Option 2 Support Griffin Application & Purchase  
Existing Hall   13 votes 

• Option 3  Purchase Existing Hall & Renovate    41 
votes 

• Option 4   Do Nothing   2 votes 

 

Result is that Option 1 is favoured by 64% of those 
voting.   

As stated in the Survey these results will now be shared 
with Buckinghamshire Council and the parishioners’ 
preference will be used by the Parish Council in any village 
hall projects.  

 HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh 

 
 
 
 
 

Book of Condolences 
Following the sad passing of HRH Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh Slapton Parish Council and Elizabeth Griffin 
Memorial Hall Committee opened a Book of Condolences 
from 1th –16th April for the community to sign 

Councillor  Wakefield Chairman of Slapton Parish 
Council signing book of condolence at Elizabeth 
Griffin Memorial Hall 

The law has changed recently requiring all Council 
websites to comply with the WCAG accessibility re-
quirements to allow for inclusive access. Our new 
website is nearing completion. We apologise for the 
current website being out of date in certain areas, our 
existing hosting platform has changed elements that 
are too onerous to re-write, and will therefore be 
updated when the new website comes on-line very 
soon. 

The new website will have a variety of links, as before, 
to allow you to report problems to the Council, notify 
the correct department for potholes, view planning 
applications and keep up to date with the local Police 
and Crime reports. 

As before, if you have any information that you would 
like to be published on-line, an event to promote, or 
to book the Village Hall, please make contact through 
the relevant page on the website 

http://www.slapton


  
 
 
 

Slapton WI 
A few of you may have noticed a couple of white rabbits 

hopping along the road this 
week and thought you were see-
ing things!!!  

Well you weren't!!! They were 
delivering goodie bags to our WI 
members to celebrate a belated 
Easter and our 71st Birthday! 
We had our zoom meeting and 
enjoyed the cakes, chocolates 
and presents!  

The competition was to make an 
Easter bonnet and Annie won 
the prize with fresh flowers in 

her hat, although I think the competition was close. 

The raffle prize was won by Shirley, and the whole evening 
was enjoyed by everyone. 

 

We chatted about life in the village, and our hopes that  very 
soon we will be meeting up in person.  A picnic is planned 
for the summer, and we are looking forward to speakers in 
the Autumn when we are all back together in the hall. 

We would love to see new members coming along, and for 
anyone interested please get in touch and we would be very 
happy to see you at a meeting. 

A big thank you to David Mann for arranging our ‘non zoom’ 
members to listen in on the meeting. 

Pam 

On behalf of the whole community we would like to wish 
Slapton WI Happy 71st Birthday, and thank them for their 
valuable contribution to the community throughout this time. 



Slapton—The Village as I knew it…. 
By Stanley Hing (1896-1983) 

Shared with the community by Heather Hing 
Continued from April issue. 

If you remember Stanley was visiting his 
Grandparents in Slapton who owned and 
managed the Carpenters Arms, the story 
following continues his holiday memories. 

During the week we used to go to the 
flour mill my Uncle Jack was Mill Keeper 
and lived at a nice house at the Mill with a 
family of four, two girls and two boys.  

What fun we used to have in the Mill; there was a hoist 
to take the flour, with three trapped doors to the top 
floor.  Uncle a good sport used to fasten the rope round 
our waist under our arms with our hands holding the 
rope on chain right to the top floor through the trapped 
doors.  The power was driven by a large engine, which 
I was very interested in.   

My other uncle was Lock Keeper at the Grand Junction 
Canal Slapton, we used to jump on the barge to the 
next lock, perhaps to get a lift back or walk.  The 
barges were pulled by a horse, sometimes a steamer 
(but very rare those days!).   

Sometimes the steamer driver would let me and my 
sisters ride in the engine room to the next lock.  All this 
was great fun. 

During the week, my Grandfather would take us on his 
waggonette to the market at Leighton Buzzard picking 
up people on the way. 

He ran a carrier business.  We used to meet farmers 
there, perhaps to have a deal.  They made wonderful 
meat puddings, on our return we would pick up parcels 
and passengers, sometimes chickens or a calf. 

Grandad was a lovely man, very generous and would 
help anyone.  Also, my dear old Granma, anyone in 
trouble she would help day or night.  Both were loved 

by all the village.  The time was now 
closing on our holiday; returning home 
the same as we came to Slapton.  After 
a couple of years when I was twelve my 
father and mother moved back to 
Leighton Buzzard.  At fourteen I left 
school and started as a messenger boy 
for the Post Office for a while, but I didn’t 

like it, so I left and was an apprentice as an assistant at 
Freeman Hardy & Willis.  I loved my job meeting 
people and then 
1914 came and I 
volunteered with a 
pal and joined the 
Army. 

In conclusion I would 
like to record all 
these memories before they become lost forever!  If 
there is anything I miss about Slapton it is the open 
skies and being able 
to walk the fields 
and see the birds 
and wildlife.  I will 
always look back 
and have wonderful 
memories of Slapton 
that way. 

Next month: Slapton—Its shops and the traders to 
the village. 
Our thanks to Heather for sharing such valuable memories 
with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chapel School Room, Chapel Cottage and Chapel 
Church Road 





 

 

 

 

 

 



Useful numbers 
Parish Council   Cllr Wakefield 07716 723780 

Village Hall Bookings  Madeline Carman 220393 

Church Wardens Dave and Wendy 221202 

Volunteer Helpline  Judith 222131 

The Villager   Emma 01525 221111 

100 Club Madeline Carman 220393 

Family Club Kirsti 07752 269851 

Senior Citizens Club Shirley 221413 

The Craft Club Wendy 222776 

Womens Institute Rhoda 220395 

Foodbank local 07860 780127  

Buckinghamshire Council 01296 585858 

 

Helplines 
www.nhs.uk Advice on covid-19, childhood illnesses injuries 

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk Bucks County Council 
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus   

Coronavirus Government help https://www.gov.uk/
coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable 

District Council help www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/
coronavirus/community-hub 
Aylesbury Women’s Aid       01296 436827 

www.reducingtherisk.org.uk/cms/content/information-and-
advice-buckinghamshire                                                          
Help and advice on  domestic abuse 
www.bucksmind.org.uk  Mind  mental/emotional help 

www.childline.org.uk  (free, private and confidential help for 
children and young people) 

Childline 0808 800 5000 (adults concerned about a child) 

Childline  0800111 (help for children)  

 

The Villager Advertising Rates 
Copy for the June Villager is due on the 20th May at 
villagerslapton@gmail.com or call at Buffalo House, Mill 
Road, Slapton and speak to Emma on 01525 221111  

 

Boxed Display rate –Commercial 
Full page - £40 per month 

1/2 page - £25 per month 

1/4 page - £15 per month 

1/8 page - £10 per month 
Boxed Display rates –Non profit 
Full page - £25 per month 

1/2 page - £14 per month 

1/4 page - £8 per month 

 

Digital Version: If you are receiving a paper copy of The 
Villager and would prefer to receive it by email, contact the 
editor  at villagerslapton@gmail.com or Emma Griffin at 
Buffalo House on 221111  

Our community would love to hear your news, pictures, and 
updates.  For inclusion in the next issue please contact 
www.villagerslapton@gmail.com or 01525 221111 

Editors Note: Contributors to The Villager should be aware 
that the editor reserves the right to edit text submitted, for 
reasons of accuracy, sense, clarity, tone, relevance and 
space.   

Snow at Easter 


