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Our Summer Music event is getting closer and we are all very 

excited by the prospect of getting together on a sunny summer 

afternoon to enjoy some great music. 

We do hope you are able to come along to both enjoy the day, 

and support Holy Cross Church in the final phase 

of our Bells project. We expect this to be 

completed in the next few months and although it 

has been and still is a struggle 

to get all the funds together, we 

are very grateful for all your 

support. 

We still have some tickets left 

so if you would like to come along, we will 

make you very welcome. The music starts at 

12:30 and finishing around 6pm 

Refreshments include  Bar, Wagyu 

Burgers snacks, teas/coffees/soft 

drinks, , sandwiches and cakes to keep 

you well supplied during the day. 

We are ensuring proper social 

distancing just to be safe, and only 

taking advance bookings so if you 

would like tickets (wristbands) please email 

holycrossslapton@gmail.com  

We are all really looking forward to seeing as many 

of you as possible - it will be 

a chance to meet up with 

friends and neighbours and  

make new friends.  We 

welcome all the new arrivals 

to the village.        

David and the Summer Music Team 

Finally it feels that summer has arrived!  We have a fabulous 

line up of events happening this month.    

• 4th August Play Around the Parishes       

A free event sponsored by the Parish Council for the 

youngsters of our villages, held on Slapton Recreation 

Ground  more on Page 3 

• 5th August 2pm Senior Citizens Club      

Meeting again for the first time in over a year at our  

Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall, a warm welcome back! 

• 7th August Summer Music 2021    

Open air summer Concert at Buffalo House come along 

and enjoy a great day with family and friends.  Wagyu 

Burgers, snacks, cakes or bring a picnic. Details left. 

• 27 August to 4 September Scarecrow Competition 

Kevin our awesome postie  is judging our traditional 

scarecrow competition, this year the theme is 

Superheros! Its lots of fun, for ideas and to see 

scarecrows of the past please see Page 4 

• 4th September  Village Fete        

held on the Recreation Ground, in support of Elizabeth 

Griffin Memorial Hall. more on page 5 

Summer Music is raising funds to assist 

the Holy Cross Church Bell Restoration 

Project.   

We hope to be able to complete the 8 

year project started by Fred Ellis 

assisted by The Spirit of Slapton, grants 

and fundraising. 

Further information on the Bells at Holy 

Cross Church, and the 

restoration taking place is on  

page 11. 

 

 

Ajay  

Buzzstables 

Palmerston 

Jules and 

Chelsea 

Smith & Brewer 

James Earl 

Holy Cross Church Bell Restoration Project 

Relationships getstronger   reflect on whats important 

Slapton Horton & Grove Celebrate Summer! 

Solar Farm Planning Application 

A new planning application has been submitted for a large solar 

farm running along the banks of the canal from roughly mid-village 

to Mill Road and then towards LB. The site is a large development 

and if successful would cover an area three times the size of 

Slapton. There are a number of documents currently missing from 

the application but anyone interested in the development can view 

it on the AVDC planning portal by searching '21/02775/APP | 

Construction of a solar farm | Land Rear Of Bury Farm Mill Road 

Slapton' or using this link: https://tinyurl.com/fj7zk7vy 

https://tinyurl.com/fj7zk7vy


Hello Everyone! 

Isn’t it lovely to be enjoying the summer!  We have a really good 

calendar of events this month, lets hope the sun continues to 

shine on us all. 

I am also getting very excited to be welcoming everyone back to 

Buffalo House on 7th August to enjoy our 2nd Summer Music 

event.  We not only get to see all our friends, enjoy great music  

and food, but we also get to support a great cause,  this year it is 

all in aid of Holy Cross Church Bells Fund. If you came 

last year you will remember all the fun. Dave has asked 

if I can remind everyone it is tickets in advance, which 

ensures numbers for social distancing. 

It is also lovely to have the children now home from 

school.  Our Parish Council have sponsored Play 

Around the Parishes to visit us on the recreation ground 

on 4th August, supported on the day by our Family Club.  

This is a free event for our children and I know in 

previous years our children have very much enjoyed it. 

Preparations for our Fete are also in full swing, and helpers and 

donations are still very welcome.   

If you have been considering getting more involved with village 

life, there is a variety of ways to join in, see below for current 

requests for help from the community, and it’s not only a great 

way to get involved in village life, it’s also ensures you make 

new friends. 

Our Village Hall Committee would like everyone to know that we 

have a wheelchair available for the benefit of the community, 

currently its stored at Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall. 

I know we are all looking forward to seeing our Scarecrows out 

around the Village, my thanks to Kevin our fabulous postie for 

arranging it.  Kevin had the brilliant idea of sharing pictures of 

scarecrows of years past, and this has made a lovely feature.  It 

is also a brilliant reminder of how much community spirit is alive 

around the villages, how we join in, and basically what a creative 

bunch of people we live amongst.  It makes for a much more 

colourful happier community and one I am very proud to be part 

of. 

My thanks as always to our fabulous feature writers, to Maggie 

who brilliantly documents our local walks which really 

helps us appreciate the beautiful area we live in.  My 

thanks also go to Heather Cyril and Madeleine for our 

history feature ‘Slapton The Village as I knew it’.  I am 

especially grateful as I am learning more of my own 

family history through the wonderful stories of Cyril, I 

hope everyone else is enjoying them too. 

My thanks also go to our community groups who offer 

amazing support to our local events, share their news 

with us all, and are always so welcoming for new members. 

Something I thought we should be aware of is  a new planning 

application in for a Solar Farm at Bury Farm, details of this and 

news that very sadly that AVDC have granted permission for the 

change of use to B2 and B8, which is heavy industry and 

storage and distribution at Bury Farm Equestrian 

Centre.Permission  has been granted with no right of appeal. 

Finally, my thanks to everyone who contributes to Villager each 

and every month, the fantastic feature writers. our community 

groups, proof readers, distribution team, Parish Council and 

advertisers, together we make a great Community.       

Much love to everyone,        Emma xx 

Get Involved! 

Volunteering is a great way to meet new friends 

and make a positive contribution within your 

community 

• Summer Music on 7 August is looking for helpers 

please contact Dave on holycrossslapton@gmail.com 

• If you are green fingered we would welcome anyone 

who would take over the care of  a planter at the 

entrance of the village, please speak to Madeline on 

220393 

• Holy Cross Church are looking for volunteers to help 

with the Bells Project call Dave & Wendy on 221202. 

• Slapton Parish Council have vacancies for Parish 

Councillors if you would like to help shape the future of 

our village. Contact parishclerk@slapton-pc.org 

• Village Fete is planned for 4th September and support 

is needed for stalls, setting up and taking down at the 

end of the day, if you feel able to help speak to 

Madeline on 220393. 

• Spirit of Slapton raise funds and organise events for 

the community Jayne would be pleased to hear from 

anyone interested in joining them on 220474 or email 

jaynetardieu@hotmail.com> 

• Donations for a bottle raffle to be drawn at Summer 

Music 7/8 are welcomed contact Jayne 220474 





 

Scarecrow Competition 2021 

As is traditional at this time of year in Slapton Horton and Grove , 

we ask you to make a  scarecrow, this years theme is……

Superheros! 

Judging by our own hero postie Kevin Pniewski 

from 27th August– 4 September 

First Second and Third Prizes to be awarded at the fete 

Straw available from the Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall Car Park 

Don’t forget old clothes also make great stuffing 

 
Meantime……. Do you recognise your scarerow from years ago?..... 

More next issue 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

12:30pm – 5:00pm     Slapton Recreation Ground 

 
After missing out on our Village Fete last year it’s time to get together and have some fun. 

The Fete is a time for the whole village to come together, see old friends and make new ones. 

We have a lot of new residents and many of them have already come forward to help and run stalls so come and 

meet them and show them what a great community we have here in Slapton, Horton and Grove 

The money raised by the Fete goes towards the upkeep of our Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall and we also 

support a Charity.  

This year our chosen Charity is The Thames Valley Air Ambulance, an invaluable emergency service which is run 

solely on donations. 

 

Attractions that you can look forward to include:  

Pony Rides    *  Lucky Programs  *   Crockery Smash   *   Bric-a-Brac        

    Tombola   *   Children’s Games   *   W.I. Tent tea coffee & cakes   * Bar  

     Classic Cars   *    Burgers & Hotdogs    *    Live Music   *  Book Stall   

  Trade Stalls   *   Craft Club Stall   *   Children’s Races   *    Coconut Shy   *    

Barrow of Bottles   *     Dog Show (TBC)  

And so much more…….  

 

Bring the Whole Family! 
We look forward to greeting you on 4th September at 12.30 

Slapton 

Saturday 4th Sept 2021 



Covid testing is now more important than ever 

 As the country prepares to enter the fourth and final stage of the 

Government roadmap, with all current restrictions on social 

distancing eased on 19 July, Covid testing remains an 

important part of keeping us all safe. With so much 

information and different messages being given all the time, it 

is understandable that some people might confused about 

what type of test they need to take and where they can get it. 

Anyone with Covid symptoms should stay at home and self-

isolate, along with anyone who they live with. You should 

take a free PCR test which will confirm whether or not you 

have the virus. PCR tests can be ordered by phone or online 

and will be delivered direct to you. Alternatively you can visit 

a PCR testing site in Aylesbury or High Wycombe. 

If you have been contacted by NHS Test & Trace as a close 

contact of someone who has tested positive, you should stay 

at home and self-isolate for 10 days in line with national 

guidance, (however in this situation, the people you live with 

do not have to self-isolate unless they are instructed 

otherwise). You can take a PCR test but a negative result 

does not remove the need to self-isolate.  Financial support 

of up to £500 is available to those who have to isolate and 

are unable to work from home. For more information 

visit: https://www.gov.uk/test-and-trace-support-payment 

For people with NO symptoms (also known as being 

asymptomatic), rapid tests (Lateral Flow Tests) are freely 

available for everyone to take regular self-tests. The easiest 

way to do a rapid test is with a home-testing kit. These can 

be picked up from pharmacies or online. Buckinghamshire 

also has two fixed rapid testing sites in Aylesbury and High 

Wycombe. No appointment is necessary, you can just turn up 

to take a test and collect home test kits. 

Remember, even if you have been vaccinated, you can still 

catch and spread Covid-19, sometimes without even knowing 

it. 

While all individuals are encouraged to make rapid testing 

part of their everyday lives, teams in Buckinghamshire will be 

working with partners in the health, voluntary and community 

sector to ensure that those deemed to be most at risk are 

targeted directly. This includes: 

• Those most likely to be infected with Covid-19 and to 

suffer serious illness 

• Those less likely to take up the vaccine 

• Those living in areas of higher transmission of the 

virus 

The council operates two mobile rapid testing vans and pop-

up home test collection sites which are travelling to different 

locations around the county to talk to communities about the 

importance of testing and to help make sure everyone has 

access to free home testing kits. 

“Some people mistakenly think that if they’ve had their 

vaccine then they can’t catch the virus or spread it to others 

however no vaccine is 100 percent effective. Although 

vaccination greatly reduces the risk of catching and passing 

on the virus, a small proportion of vaccinated people will get 

infected and may pass it on to others. The vaccine is 

reducing the chances of becoming seriously ill if infected so it 

is still vital that everyone has their vaccine when called to do 

so."   

Cllr Jackson continued: “  "It is still important that the whole 

community takes this seriously and thinks about making rapid 

testing part of their everyday lives. As more of us are out and 

about in the community, the easiest way to keep on top of the 

spread of Covid-19 is to get into the habit of taking regular 

rapid tests. It’s quick, easy and is a vital part of helping to 

keep us all safe.” 

Since the rapid testing sites were set up in Buckinghamshire 

more than 29,000 tests have been carried out and more than 

33,000 home testing kits have been given out. 

To find out more about rapid testing in Buckinghamshire visit 

our website www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus. 

 

 Mobile Phone Signal Survey 

We have been asked by NALC  to circulate the link and 

information below to a survey being carried out by DCMS 

and DEFRA  regarding mobile coverage in rural areas.  As 

there are many rural parts within our area who do not have 

good connections we would urge you to complete the 

survey.  

“ Would you like to contribute to government policy? We, the 

Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS), 

are currently researching the impact of mobile coverage in 

rural areas. This is part of our Shared Rural Network 

programme which aims to increase mobile network coverage 

across the UK to 95%. Now, we want to find out how this 

programme can help you in your daily life.   

We particularly want to hear from you if you live or work in 

rural UK! You can participate via this link: https://

dcms.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7QWTy9OUU4PNnmK 

Or email Laura.Hensel@dcms.gov.uk to request to complete 

the survey over the telephone.  

You can also contact Laura Hensel at the email address 

above if you have any questions about this research.” 

 

 



Buckinghamshire Council to help 

kickstart the careers of young residents 

Buckinghamshire Council is set to hire 35 young residents as 

part of the Government’s Kickstart Scheme – a scheme 

which provides young people (aged 16 to 24 years) claiming 

Universal Credit and at risk of long-term unemployment with 

valuable work experience and an opportunity to develop their 

workplace skills. 

Kickstart roles at the Council will include Project Support 

Administrator, Library Services Assistant, Environmental 

Health Support Officer, ICT Support Assistant and HR 

Service Desk Advisor. 

All of the roles will be for a minimum of 25 hours per week, 

and participants will be employed by Buckinghamshire 

Council on a six-month fixed term contract. The government 

will fund the National Minimum Wage or National Living 

Wage, depending on the age of the Kickstart participant. 

As well as participants benefiting from the Council’s standard 

induction programme, Buckinghamshire Adult Learning team 

will also deliver a bespoke induction to the Kickstart 

employees. This will cover topics such as: 

• Work readiness skills 

• Self-motivation 

• Managing workload and asking for help 

• Personal goal setting 

• Stress management and wellbeing 

Each Kickstart employee will be allocated a buddy and/or 

mentor. The buddy/mentor will initiate one-to-one discussions 

to help the Kickstart employee understand the different skills 

and career pathways available to them and to encourage 

them to start thinking about their next destination if they aren't 

already. 

Anita Cranmer, Cabinet Member for Education and Children’s 

Services, said: 

“I’m excited that we’re able to help young people affected by 

the economic impacts of Covid-19 through the creation of 

high-quality work placements. In addition, I’m pleased that 

many of our teams will be able to benefit from additional 

resources and fresh ideas. The roles will also enable teams 

to see whether a young person is a good fit for a possible 

apprenticeship or entry level role after their placement.” 

Interested candidates can apply for a Kickstart placement 

through an initial referral from the local Jobcentre Plus, then 

by completing Buckinghamshire Council’s online application 

form: https://bit.ly/BucksKickstart 

 

 

 

 

 

Buckinghamshire Libraries launches 

this year’s Summer Reading Challenge 

  

 

 

Buckinghamshire Libraries launched the Summer Reading 

Challenge, Wild World Heroes, on Saturday 10 July. 

Wild World Heroes is a celebration of reading, nature and 

action for the environment. Developed in partnership with 

WWF – the world's leading independent conservation 

organisation – Wild World Heroes will inspire children to 

stand up for the future of our planet. 

Children are encouraged to read six books (including eBooks 

and eAudio) and can find book recommendations and access 

lots of fun activities at: summerreadingchallenge.org.uk 

New for 2021 is a pre-school mini challenge suitable for 

children aged 3 years and under. It’s a great way to 

encourage families with younger children to regularly borrow 

and read books over the summer – especially if older siblings 

are taking part in the main challenge. 

With ideas from WWF, the main challenge focuses on action 

for nature and tackling real-world environmental issues, from 

plastic pollution and deforestation to wildlife decline and 

nature loss. 

Schools Minister Nick Gibb said: 

"Reading is a cornerstone of children's education and a key 

skill for developing their language and vocabulary. After the 

impact of the pandemic on young people, this year's Summer 

Reading Challenge is more timely than ever, and a great 

opportunity for children to discover the joy of reading while 

building knowledge of vital environmental issues." 

Buckinghamshire Council’s Cabinet Member for Culture and 

Leisure,Clive Harriss, commented: 

“It’s fantastic that our libraries are once again taking part in 

the Summer Reading Challenge. And this year’s theme, Wild 

World Heroes, presents a great opportunity for children 

throughout the county to celebrate adventure, friendship, 

reading and fun while discovering the natural world and its 

importance. Reading is a fundamental part of our education 

and those that read regularly gain from the additional 

knowledge and have a wider vocabulary.” 

This year Summer Reading Challenge will end on Saturday 4 

September, and more information on the programme can be 

found at: buckinghamshire.gov.uk/libraries-blog 

 

 



 

www.Slapton-PC.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Slapton Parish Council are pleased to announce that the new Parish website is now live. We hope you all like the new layout, 

but most importantly, it is now fully compliant with the WCAG accessibility requirements that mean it provides inclusive 

access for all. 

 

Please take time to have a look at our new site and by all means do let us know if there are any errors you find. Also, let us 

know if there is any other information you feel may be appropriate for us to make available on the web site and we will 

consider your request, this includes promoting local events and local businesses. 

 

We have included links to the most frequently needed services provided by Buckinghamshire Council, so do make use of 

these links to report back to them issues you may notice around our Parish. 

Buckinghamshire Council approves an 

extra £3 million for county’s roads 

Councillors in Buckinghamshire have today agreed an extra 

£3 million investment to improve the county’s roads, in 

addition to the £24 million already allocated to highways 

improvements. 

The extra £3 million is being set aside specifically so an extra 

£2.5 million can be spent repairing potholes with another half 

a million pounds to upgrade road 

markings. 

The extra spending commitment 

recognises how big a priority it is for the 

council to maintain and improve the 

county’s road network and will be funded 

using uncommitted earmarked reserves. 

The potholes will be repaired using the so-called ‘Plane and 

Patch’ technique – a resurfacing treatment used to repair 

patches of badly worn road that complements the larger scale 

road-surfacing programme. Plane and Patch helps prevent 

roads from falling into a condition where they would then 

require more expensive structural work. 

The additional £3 million investment means that overall, £27 

million will be spent on roads and footways in 2021/22 and 

£100 million in total over the next four years. 

Cllr. Steven Broadbent, Cabinet Member for Transport, said: 

"This is about us listening to what residents want and 

allocating funds accordingly. We all use the county’s road 

network, and we all know the damage bad weather and 

heavy use causes. We know how our residents feel about it, 

so this is why we are acting. 

"I’m pleased that unlike other places, and despite the 

financial pressures of the pandemic, that Buckinghamshire 

Council can draw on extra funds for projects like this. I hope 

the overall scale of the funding we’re setting aside plus the 

additional £3 million investment shows everyone how 

determined we are to improve our roads. 

"This is part of our wider investment in Buckinghamshire’s 

roads – and residents are likely to see road maintenance 

crews out and about as well as signage highlighting our 

‘Investing in your roads’ programme." 

The road marking works will begin in September and the 

extra Plane and Patch works will start in October. All of the 

works will be delivered by the end of the 2021/22 financial 

year. 

Image: Example of road surface repair using 'Plane and 

Patch'  

http://www.slapton


 Solar Farm Application – Application 

No 21/02775/APP 

 

Interguide Group Limited (CEO Alan Dugard) 

has applied for permission to construct a Solar 

Farm to the north and west of New Bury Farm, 

Mill Road Slapton. The size of the development 

is significant being approximately 37 hectares 

(91acres). A map is provided in the Design and 

Access Statement as part of the applicants 

submission. The Parish Council have 

successfully applied to Buckinghamshire 

Council for an extension of the deadline to 

enable the application to be researched and 

debated at the next Parish Council meeting on 

Wednesday 8th September 2021 at 8pm 

Slapton Village Hall. 

 

In the meantime, if you wish to comment on this 

application, this must be done online via 

Buckinghamshire Council’s web site, Aylesbury 

Thinking of starting your own business? 

Free training worth £250 now on offer for Buckinghamshire 

residents  

Buckinghamshire is home to one of the highest number of 

successful small and medium businesses in the country. If you’re 

thinking of starting your own business, you could get free coaching 

and training.  

‘Be Your Own Boss’ is an initiative currently funded by 

Buckinghamshire Council’s Community Boards. Each place is free 

to the participant but the expert training and coaching package is 

worth £250.  

The scheme aims to help new entrepreneurs get their businesses 

off to a flying start by offering tailored support in the form of:   

• Online workshops and seminars  

• One-to-one sessions  

• Access to networking events and resources  

• Advice and guidance from industry experts  

• Business support   

Councillor Steve Bowles Cabinet Member for Communities at 

Buckinghamshire Council said: “These expert-led sessions offer an 

invaluable support package to anyone thinking of starting a 

business. I'm delighted that so many of our community boards are 

backing this scheme to help local people build a business at a 

grassroots level in their area.” 

 To find out more about the Be Your 

Own Boss scheme, 

please visit: bbf.uk.com/byob  

Change to B2 B8 Use—Heavy Industry and 
Storage Distribution    Bury Farm Slapton 
 
Planning Application 20/03496/APP 
 
 
 
This planning application was submitted to 
Buckinghamshire Council by Interguide Group 
Limited in (CEO Alan Dugard) in October 2020. 
 
It related to the conversion of two adjoining 
barns used for equestrian purposes to B2/B8 
industrial use.  
 
Albeit Slapton Parish Council in its role of 
statutory consultee recommended that this 
application be declined, Buckinghamshire 
Council’s Planning department have given 
planning approval.  
 
There are a number of caveats in the approval 
statement.  
 
Unfortunately, the Parish Council have no rights 
of appeal. 



Our Community Groups 

Slapton Family Club 

Hello everyone,  

For the Teachers and children out there, Happy Holidays! 

I hope to meet lots of new faces at the village fete on the 4th 

September. 

I will be running the children’s stalls and races, so I hope your 

children will join in and have some fun- make sure to come 

over and say hello.  

For anyone wishing to meet other families, please do contact 

me and I will add you to our what’s app group. Unless there is 

anything specific, I am organising, all communication will be 

via the group rather than on the villager, so please be sure to 

message me. The group is great for general advice on things 

like childminders, babysitters, schools, anything really! 

The next event before the fete, is the ‘Play around the 

parishes’, which will be Wednesday 4th August between 2pm

-4pm. Soft refreshments will be available and the use of the 

village hall toilets. It is a free event put on by our council, and 

the kids love it. Bring a picnic and come along for a couple of 

hours whilst the children are kept busy! 

Future dates will be a Halloween party in the Village Hall as 

well as a Christmas Party, however more details to follow on 

that once my brain has reached that far in the year! 

Have a great summer    Kirsti 

To join our Family Club contact Kirsti on  (07752 269851) 

Kirsti.lowery@yahoo.com 

 

Slapton Craft Club 

The craft club is meeting fortnightly now. The next date is 
Tuesday 10th August. Look forward to seeing everyone then. 
It is great to be meeting up again and crafting together. 

We are in touch daily through messenger and have been a 
great support to each other. 

Wendy Mc Leod Wendy McLeod 

To join Craft Club contact Wendy on 222776 

The 100 Club 
100 club winner is Jenny Rydvall of the Maltings with ball 
number 56  
To Join the 100 Club contact Madeline Carman 220393  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Citizens Club 

Meetings of the Senior Citizens Club is to resume again in the 

Village Hall starting on Thursday 5th August at 2pm. 

Thereafter on the first Thursday of each month. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Dave Mann for 

generously organising a Conference Call phone line which 

has kept all the Senior Citizens in contact throughout the 

lockdowns.  It has been very much appreciated every week. 

The fee for members will be £5 per meeting which contributes 

to the hall booking costs. 

The afternoon is for two hours during which we have a cup of 

tea and cake. 

In addition to playing Bingo we plan to have more games 

available, in particular Dominoes, Scrabble and Playing 

Cards etc. 

We are hoping to make the meetings more interesting to any 

retired gentlemen who might like to join us! 

If you feel you would still like to wear a mask when  attending 

please do so, and sanitising liquid will be available. 

We offer a warm welcome to anyone who is interested and 

look forward to seeing you. 

 If you would like to know more please give me a ring on 

01525 221413.        Shirley Burrell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a look at Walking in Buckinghamshire                                     

https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/bucks , which has 

hundreds of FREE walks to download and print plus details of 

all the walking clubs in the country and loads more information 

Would you like to donate food? 

St. Mary’s Church in Ivinghoe is open every day from 8.30 until 

5pm or you can leave donations in the porch. Any packets, tins 

or dry goods welcome especially longlife milk and tinned 

cooked meat or pies. 

Do you know of anyone who is in need of food or are you short 

of food yourself or need someone to shop for you? 

Please contact Sandra on 01296 668648 or Babs on 07860 

780127 

All calls will be dealt with confidentially and we will arrange for 

a box of food to be left on the doorstep 



Holy Cross Church Slapton 

Church Diary August 2021 

Welcome Friends 

We are very pleased to announce that from this month, we 

are putting in place our new pattern of services. 

This will be as follows: 

August 

Sunday 1st August @10:30am - Holy Communion 

Sunday 22nd August @10:30am - Sunday Breakfast in the 

Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall 

From September 

1st Sunday @10:30am - Holy Communion 

3rd Sunday @10:30am - Morning Praise 

4th Sunday @10:30am - Sunday Breakfast in the EGM Hall 

We will also be continuing our online and telephone service 

every Sunday at 9:30am led by David Holloway 

Every Sunday @9:30am  

facebook.com/holycrossslapton/live 

On the telephone: 

0330 606 1118 or 0161 520 0081 

Room No: 297713 

Other services in the Benefice. 

All Saints Marsworth - please ring John on 01296 662252 

St Marys Ivinghoe - ring Sandra on 01296 668648 

 

Don’t forget our August Fund Raiser - Summer Music on 

Sat 7th August at Buffalo House, Mill Road from 12:30 - 

6pm raising funds for our Bells Restoration Project. 

 

You can be assured of a very warm welcome at any of our 

services and events. 

With our very best wishes 

Wendy and David Mann 

Churchwardens Holy Cross Church Slapton.  221202 

 

 

With a French Press 

 

I found myself for I don’t know what 

Listening out  

 

That what once would startle may not, 

 

For disruption, so wishing to arise  

I have allowed: 

Listening for the assumed naturalness  

         of the world.  

 

Julian Mann 

Holy Cross Church Bell Restoration Project 

We currently have a peal of 5 bells with a small Sanctus bell. 

These are as follows: 

Bell Diameter Date  

Tenor 3’ 5.5” 1889  

4th 3’ 1 7/8’ 1715  

3rd 2’ 11.5” 1889  

2nd 1’ 9 1/4” 1681  

Treble 2’ 7.5” 1852  

Sanctus 1’ 1” 1912  

This installation is well overdue for a major overhaul as currently it is 
extremely unsafe to try to ring any of the bells. 

The restoration will replace the oldest bell (keeping it in the church 
as an exhibit) replace it and add a 6th bell. 

The 2 new bells have come from Keltek who relocate bells from re-
dundant churches. 

The existing bell frame is by Frederick White of Appleton and dates 
from 1889. 

Although the frame is in good structural order, the 
foundation upon which it sits is no longer suitable for 
supporting bells being swung full circle. 

The bells will be rehung with new full circle ringing 
fittings and the ancient foundation beams will be 
supported by inserting 2 galvanised steel beams 
underneath. 

Holy Cross Slapton 

01525 221202 



Slapton—The Village as I knew it…. 

By Cyril Hyde 

Shared with the community by Heather Hing 

Pictures by Heather Hing and Madeleine Hill 

The Years Growing Up In The Village 

During the school holidays which were over the summer months, by 

this time I would be about 13-14 years old, and also being one of 

and I quote ‘the old boys of the village’ several of us would find 

temporary employment with a local farmer by the name of Mr E 

Griffin, he would find jobs for us old boys driving the farm horses 

and carts to cover three vital activities essential to the running of 

the farm over the year, and these being first of all the haywork 

followed by the harvest and finally after the fields had all been 

cleared and before ploughing could get underway, was the manure 

carting, our jobs to act as drivers to the 4 or 5 cart horses on the 

farm.  Haytime was quite pleasant with the smell of new mown hay 

etc for this the carts would be fitted with extra wooden slats fitted to 

the sides of the carts to allow extra hay to be carried.  So it would 

be a bumpy ride to the fields to collect your load and a long walk 

back unless you were clever enough to ride, whichever you could 

do with safety.  Harvest (July to August) would be pretty much the 

same, although the loads would be a little less owing to the 

increase in weight of  the sheaves of corn, but the manure cart, 

August onwards, was something else!  But before I get into that 

more about the harvest and harvest-home, or as the harvest hymn 

says ‘When all was safely gathered in’, there would be a Harvest-

Home party, and a Harvest Festival at the church.  The Harvest 

Home party together with all it entailed included looking for small 

gifts hidden amongst the sheaves of wheat.  This was usually 

presided over by Miss Mary 

Griffin our Sunday School 

teacher, followed by a tea party 

for all the children of the village 

in the big Harvest Barn at Bury 

Farm.  There would be cakes 

and buns, jelly, trifle and 

lemonade etc, all!  very exciting 

for us kids. 

Now after the niceties to revert back to nitty gritty of the manure 

carting.  So as previously stated and before the fields could be 

ploughed manure from the cattle sheds and stock, yards had to be 

taken and spread on the fields, so again we old boys would be 

suitably dressed in our oldest battered clothes and provided with 

plenty of old sacks, one of which would be filled with straw to 

provide some sort of comfort to make life a little easier and away 

we would go again.  The only thing in its favour was the ride both 

ways, but the smell!  You cannot imagine what we looked like or 

how we smelt! So it was a strip down wash before we went to bed 

absolutely tired out, but the ten shilling note Mr Griffin gave us on a 

Friday night made it all worth while!  We were rich beyond our 

wildest dreams for a few days and just could not wait to get into 

Leighton Buzzard to spend it. 

Next chapter: The War Years 1939-1945 

Our thanks to Heather and Cyril for sharing such valuable 

memories with us, and to Madeleine for her wonderful collection of 

local photographs she has kindly shared with the community.  Cyril 

lives nearby in Leighton Buzzard and I hope we have 

the opportunity soon for our hall to 

host a history day and may get the 

opportunity to meet Cyril and thank 

him for his kindness in sharing his 

memories with us all. 

Slapton and Horton WI 

Together again! 

Across Slapton, Horton and other locations, excitement has 

been building in advance of Monday 19th July. Not only was 

it 'Freedom Day', it was our first meeting back in the village 

hall. In addition, it was our annual Produce Show, divided 

into two categories: Floral and Cookery. We were privileged 

to have Gill Rance, (Domestic Bursar at Abbots Hill School, 

Hemel Hempstead) to judge the cookery entries and Vicky 

Sklar of 'Thatch and Bloom' in Horton to judge the floral 

entries. There were twelve classes, as well as a competition 

to see who could grow the greatest weight of potatoes. 

The winners in the Floral classes were: 

A rose in a specimen vase: Jayne Tardieu 

6 stems of the same flower: Alison Brown 

A vase of mixed garden flowers: Wendy Mcleod 

Miniature flowers on a saucer: Alison Brown 

An arrangement to depict 'Lockdown': Wendy Mcleod 

Growing on Erigeron: Annie Stack 

The winners in the Cookery classes were: 

Carrot cake (recipe provided): Madeleine Hill 

6 biscuits: Alison Brown 

A scotch egg: Freda Baxter 

Lemon curd: Madeleine Hill 

Lemon and lime marmalade: Alison Brown 

Smoked mackerel pate: Margie Talbot 

The potato competition was won by Jane Savage. 

Taking the current situation into account, the number of entries 
was wonderful to see and the hall looked beautiful with so many 
floral contributions in particular, and some delicious looking 
contributions to the cookery section. Having such a focus for our 
first meeting was appreciated by the members, but even more so 
was the opportunity to sit and chat to one another, as some had 
not seen others face to face for so long. Some members were 
unable to come for various reasons, and were missed! We hope 
that by our next meeting we might all be together once more. 

If you would like to come and join us either on a trial or regular 
basis, you would be very welcome. Our next meeting is on 
Monday 16th August at 7.30pm at the Village Hall, when we will 
be welcoming Jean Yates, who will be our speaker. Her topic is 
"Waging a Secret War in the Chilterns" and our competition is 
'Make do and Mend' - to produce an item that has been recycled/
upcycled. 

To join Slapton WI contact Alison on 07961 594466 

 



Walking with Maggie 

 

From Cheddington to Mentmore (and back) 

This is an interesting walk, mostly flat, with panoramic 

views of the surrounding 

countryside and the Euston 

line.  

The entrance to the footpath 

is situated just over halfway 

along the row of houses in 

Station Road when 

approaching from the Slapton direction.  

It runs between the houses 

to open out onto the edge 

of a wide flat expanse, 

mostly sown with barley 

when I walked this.  

Turn right and follow the edge 

of the field – reassuringly 

there is a footpath sign – 

towards the overhead power 

lines.  

You can also access the path from Cheddington Station 

via an “informal access” close to the second lamppost 

on the left from the entrance to the station car park. An 

“informal path” leads to a place in the fence where one 

of the fence panels has been moved to allow entrance 

to the field.  

Once into the field, turn left along the bridle path at the 

edge of the field and head towards the telegraph poles.  

Whichever way you access 

it, you cannot miss the path 

as the landowner has left a 

generous stretch free of 

crops.  

 

You simply forge ahead 

enjoying the views 

around you and the skies 

above you which are 

equally impressive whether cloudy or sunny. 

As you come closer to Mentmore the path swerves left 

a little. There is another footpath sign to reassure you 

and, from this point onwards, a hedgerow on your right. 

 

You then reach the imposing 

hedges that skirt the buildings of 

the model farm.  

Go straight on across the wide 

track and then between the line 

of hedges to find the footpath 

sign which guides you to the path leading up to 

Mentmore, mysteriously nestling among the trees.  

 Cross the barley field until 

you reach the edge of the 

field where the footpath 

sign directs you left along a 

short stretch. From here, 

there 

are 

extensive views of the Dunstable 

Downs behind you.   

 

 

 

 

The path appears to turn sharp left just before you 

reach the road and at this point you need to go straight 

on over a rough patch of grass then through a gate to 

emerge onto the road. The 

picture shows the footpath 

sign on the road pointing 

back to the path you have 

just taken.   Now you turn 

right to walk gently uphill to 

the Stag Inn (open again!).  

A bench conveniently 

situated on the Green offers a chance to rest with views 

over Aylesbury Vale  

You can of course return to 

Cheddington the same way 

but it is also possible to take a 

very interesting footpath down 

to the T-junction where the 

Horton Road meets the 

B488 and from there back 

to Cheddington Station. 

I’ll be talking about this 

option next month.   

Distances: 2 km (approx. 1.5 miles) from Cheddington 

to The Green, Mentmore. 

Our thanks to our lovely Maggie Godsland for detailing 

another fantastic walk, and for helping us to truly 

appreciate the beautiful area we live..    





 

 

 

 

 

 



Useful numbers 

Parish Council   Cllr Wakefield 07716 723780 

Village Hall Bookings  Madeline Carman 220393 

Church Wardens Dave and Wendy 221202 

Volunteer Helpline  Judith 222131 

The Villager   Emma 01525 221111 

100 Club Madeline Carman 220393 

Family Club Kirsti 07752 269851 

Senior Citizens Club Shirley 221413 

The Craft Club Wendy 222776 

Womens Institute Alison 07961 594466 

Foodbank local 07860 780127  

Buckinghamshire Council 01296 585858 

Beacon Villages Community Library 01296 387890 

 

 

Helplines 

www.nhs.uk Advice on covid-19, childhood illnesses injuries 

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk Bucks County Council 

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus   

Coronavirus Government help https://www.gov.uk/
coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable 

District Council help www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/
coronavirus/community-hub 

Aylesbury Women’s Aid       01296 436827 

www.reducingtherisk.org.uk/cms/content/information-and-
advice-buckinghamshire                                                          
Help and advice on  domestic abuse 
www.bucksmind.org.uk  Mind  mental/emotional help 

www.childline.org.uk  (free, private and confidential help for 
children and young people) 

Childline 0808 800 5000 (adults concerned about a child) 

Childline  0800111 (help for children)  

 

The Villager Advertising Rates 

Copy for the September Villager is due on the 20th August 
at villagerslapton@gmail.com or call at Buffalo House, Mill 
Road, Slapton and speak to Emma on 01525 221111  

 

Boxed Display rate –Commercial 

Full page - £40 per month 

1/2 page - £25 per month 

1/4 page - £15 per month 

1/8 page - £10 per month 

Boxed Display rates –Non profit 

Full page - £25 per month 

1/2 page - £14 per month 

1/4 page - £8 per month 

 

 

 

Digital Version: If you are receiving a paper copy of The 
Villager and would prefer to receive it by email, contact the 
editor  at villagerslapton@gmail.com or Emma Griffin at 
Buffalo House on 221111  

 

Our community would love to hear your news, pictures, and 
updates.  For inclusion in the next issue please contact 
www.villagerslapton@gmail.com or Emma on 221111 

Editors Note: Contributors to The Villager should be aware 
that the editor reserves the right to edit text submitted, for 
reasons of accuracy, sense, clarity, tone, relevance and 
space.   

 

Bin Days 

Blue Lid  Recycling Bin: Paper, glass, cardboard, plastics, 

cartons, cans and tins    4 & 18 August 

Brown Lid  Garden Waste Bin: 4 & 18 August 

Green Lid  Waste Bin 11 & 25 August 

Food Waste Bin:     4,11,18 & 25 August 


