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Community Spirit is stronger than Ever 
With the easing of lockdown Slapton Horton and Grove have 
bounced back stronger and more innovative in their ideas for 
our community than ever. United as a 
community we achieve so much. 

Our remarkable neighbours have  joined in 
over the Summer making Scarecrows, 
dancing at  Summer Music, our mini music 
festival and rallied to help at our annual 

Fete, which turned out 
to be one of the 
most well 
supported for many 
years.  The fete 
raises funds to 
maintain our 

Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall and 
provides social space for our community. 

Pub In The Hall on Friday 29 October.   

Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall Committee have worked hard 
to create a pub night, which if successful could become a 
regular evening for the community.  Our Hall Committee have 
asked that I mention the furnishings at the moment are a little 
basic, as it is still a work in progress, but I know we don’t 
mind, simply having a space to see our friends and 
neighbours in a pub like atmosphere is of huge value to us 
all.    Please show your support to the EGMH Committee, 
who are keen to welcome your ideas, and hear from  anyone 
who might like to get involved in this new community project. 

Coffee Shop  at Holy Cross Church   

We are all delighted to see innovative 
Julian Mann has opened Saint Barista 
within Holy Cross Church, a fabulous 
venue and gourmet coffee is a brilliant 
combination, see page 3 for more on  how 
the community have welcomed this 
fabulous new addition to our village. 

Halloween  31th October 

 Kirsti and The Family Club have again 
this year for our youngsters (young and 
young at heart) organised a Halloween 
Scavenger Hunt and Best Dressed 
Window Competition, it would be 
amazing if the community could join in 

as much as possible for our young people. 

 

Relationships getstronger   reflect on whats important 

Family Bingo Night Friday 15th October 

Welcome back SOS Spirit of Slapton!!!  

For those a little newer to the community, The Spirit of 
Slapton have organised fabulous events raising funds for 
the benefit of our whole community. I am delighted to 
announce their first event since lockdown as Family Bingo 
at our EGMH.  A social event for the entire community, 
children are very welcome.  Details on page 3. 

Jayne Tardieu has asked anyone who would like to get 
involved with the Bingo Night and Spirit of Slapton she 
would be delighted to see at her house on 7th October.  I 
am very much looking forward to seeing as many of our 
neighbours as possible, and of course ‘Bingo’! 

Thanks for all your support Slapton Horton & Grove together we make an  AWESOME community 

Check our village website 
regularly     

 www.slapton-pc.org    

& social media      

www.facebook.com/
villagerslaptonhortongrove                                               

www.facebook.com/
slaptonhortongrove                             



Hello to all our friends in Slapton Horton and Grove!   

Goodness we have had an amazing summer!  I would like to 
apologise for the late production of this publication, but the sheer 
size of its content has been a little extra work, but it has been a 
delight to see so much going on, and I am always in awe of how 
much  our community achieve when we come together. 

We have had so many events, Summer Music 
Slapton's own festival, our quirky Scarecrow 
competition which brought a smile to everyone, 
hosted by the amazing Kevin Pniewski. 

We had Play around the Parishes for our young 
people and our Family Club have organised 
‘Halloween Scavenger Hunt’ around the village to 
look forward to later this month.  Halloween was 
great fun last year. 

It was fantastic to see so many people at both the 
Fete and Summer Music, I feel our community 
spirit is stronger than ever. 

I am so pleased to see The Spirit of Slapton are 
back organising fantastic events for our community.  For those 
who are newer to the villages they are an amazing group 
created by Jayne Tardieu, responsible for raising funds over the 
last 4 years for the benefit of our our community. 

They are hosting their first event since the pandemic, a Family 
Bingo Night.  It would be brilliant to see as many people as 
possible there, and if you feel you would like to join Jayne for 
future events see our community page on P13.  It’s a great way 
to be involved in Village life, and make new friends. 

Our Village Hall Committee have some very exciting plans in the 
pipeline, starting with  ’Pub In The Hall’  within  Elizabeth Griffin 

Memorial Hall, the first one is Friday 29th October from 7pm.   

We have missed having a pub in the village and if we can show 
our support it would be good to make this a regular event. 

I have been asked to remind everyone that there is  a 
wheelchair available for the benefit of the community, currently 
stored at Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall, also we have a 

defibrillator stored there for the benefit of the 
community.  If anyone would be interested in 
receiving training on how to use it please see page 
13 for more information.  

A little further ahead our WI have organised a 
Remembrance Day Tea at EGM Hall on 14 
November with all proceeds to Royal British 
Legion, see page 6. 

I am so pleased to be able to bring you all 
fabulous baby news! Maggie and Ian Godsland 
have a new granddaughter beautiful Effie Mae 
born 8th September a month early and weighing a 
lovely 7lb. 

My thanks as always to our fabulous feature writers, to the 
awesome Maggie who brilliantly documents our local walks 
which really helps us appreciate the beautiful area we live in.   

My thanks  go to all our community groups who offer amazing 
support to our local events, share their news with us all, and are 
always so welcoming for new members. 

Finally, my gratitude to everyone who contributes to Villager 
every month, our fantastic feature writers, community groups, 
proof readers, distribution team, Parish Council and advertisers, 
together we make a great Community.         

 Much love to everyone,        Emma xx 

Get Involved! 

Laureth 

Grey grass; 

Work to meditate on. 

Leave a gateway, near Lower Thames           
Street, 

Free for anyone, all day.  

I am surrounded by trees,  

I do not wait for the perfect breath. 

The gypsy woman left  

Quiet air.  

Waiting to watch dust fall in the church 

 

Like waiting for autumn leaves. 

 

Julian Mann 



Saint Barista Coffee  

 Now at Holy Cross Church 
Slapton  

Innovative  Julian Mann has brought his barista 
coffee home delivery business directly into the heart 
of our community, by setting up Saint Barista within 
our  historic Holy Cross Church.   

Julian has combined a fabulous local venue with  
great  gourmet coffee, biscuits  and sometimes 

cake, and also have the 
opportunity to  see the 
recent renovations made to 
our beautiful and historic 
Holy Cross Church, 
following its subsidence of 
the North Wall.   

Making the most of the 
warm weather our 

community have enjoyed gathering together over coffee to 
enjoy sunshine, refreshments and friendship.      

We wish Julian all the very best in his new venture, and look 
forward to both supporting him and seeing our friends and 
neighbours over his delicious refreshments.     

 

 

 

 

 

Open Monday-Friday  11am-4pm 

Times can be subject to change so please  keep updated at: 
  facebook.com/saintbarista                   

  A peaceful and welcoming atmosphere awaits in 
this beautiful historic place 

 

 

On 
Friday 15th October  

6-9pm 

At The Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall 

£2 entry for adults  

Snacks and Drinks for the Kids 

Bar for Mums and Dads,  

All Children welcome  

It’s a village social night! 
We are looking forward to meeting all our neighbours 

Menu (cash only) 

Cappuccino/Latte - £2.50 

 Americano - £2  

Tea/Hot Chocolate - £1.50  

Cakes - prices varying              

Decaf, oat milk, and syrups  

Gourmet coffee and hot drinks  

Family Bingo Night 

The Spirit of Slapton -  SOS 

  Run by The Spirit of Slapton - SOS   
  Tickets contact Jayne Tardieu 220474 

The Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall Committee 
welcome you to 

 

Pub in the Hall  

Friday 29th October 
7pm –10pm 

 
Our first Pub Night! 

To become a regular event 
 

Come and see our new bar and meet 
some new friends 

Everybody Welcome 
 

If you would like to get involved in this new 
community venture speak to any member of 

the Committee on the evening Are you able to volunteer?  Meeting at Jaynes house, 49 Church 

Road on 7th October at 7.30pm.  Would love to see you there. 



 

It’s that time of year again! Let’s see if the 
lovely people of Slapton can give our kids a 
spooky bit of fun like last year! 

Slapton’s Halloween scavenger hunt 
Open to all ages, young and all those 

young at heart! 
Dress code: None, but Halloween outfits 

would be fun! 
Date: Sunday 31st October 
Time: Whenever you like! 

 
1 Decorate your window or door ready for Halloween. 

The best dressed window/door will  receive a small 
prize. 

2 Get creative and make  Jack O’lanterns. You could 
leave these outside your door with  your pumpkins. 
For the smaller  children,  rather than carve 
pumpkins you can paint them or draw on them. 

3 Last but not least, get your Halloween costume 
 on and go on a scavenger hunt around Slapton. 
 Your grown-ups  can give you a  treat as and 
 when you see something from your list. 

It’s not the traditional trick or treat, however this way we get to 
see other people’s windows/door creations, be covid safe and 
give our children a fun time. 

Request for the grown-ups…if you can put some of the things 
listed on the scavenger hunt list in your windows that would 
be great! 

Halloween last year was great in the village, so let’s make this 
one even better. 

Even if you are not in the family club, please join in and give 
the children of Slapton a real treat! They sure deserve it don’t 
they? 

Any questions or suggestions please make contact. In the 
meantime, enjoy everyone!   Kirsti 07752 269851 

Our Family Club 

Invite you to Join in the Fun on 

Saturday 30th October 

 

Halloween Scavenger Hunt & Best Dressed Window Competition 



Scarecrow Competition 2021 

Superheros! 

With our own Superhero postie Kevin Pniewski 

Probably one of Slaptons most unusual traditions! We were delighted to see a village full of Superhero Scarecrows! 

Our thanks go to our awesome postie Kevin Pniewski for organising this for us and the Wine and chocolate  he very 

kindly left at homes of everyone who entered!  Our thanks also go to  Susan and Tom of Hill Farm for generously 

providing the straw for the community to use, and for the support of The Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall 

Committee.   

The biggest thanks of all go to our amazing community who in making a scarecrow brought a smile to all of us,  

From all of us Kevin THANK YOU!!! 



Slapton and Horton WI 

Together again! 

Across Slapton, Horton and other locations, excitement has been building in advance of Monday 19th July. Not only was it 
'Freedom Day', it was our first meeting back in the village hall. In addition, it was our annual Produce Show, divided into two 

categories: Floral and Cookery. We were privileged to have Gill Rance, (Domestic Bursar at Abbots Hill School, Hemel 
Hempstead) to judge the cookery entries and Vicky Sklar of 'Thatch and Bloom' in Horton to judge the floral entries. There 

were twelve classes, as well as a competition to see who could grow the greatest weight of potatoes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taking the current situation into account, the number of entries was wonderful to see and the hall looked beautiful with so 
many floral contributions in particular, and some delicious looking contributions to the cookery section. Having such a focus 
for our first meeting was appreciated by the members, but even more so was the opportunity to sit and chat to one another, 
as some had not seen others face to face for so long. Some members were unable to come for various reasons, and were 
missed! We hope that by our next meeting we might all be together once more. If you would like to come and join us either on 
a trial or regular basis, you would be very welcome. To join Slapton WI contact Alison on 07961 594466 

The winners in the Floral classes were: 

A rose in a specimen vase: Jayne Tardieu 

6 stems of the same flower: Alison Brown 

A vase of mixed garden flowers: Wendy Mcleod 

Miniature flowers on a saucer: Alison Brown 

An arrangement to depict 'Lockdown': Wendy Mcleod 

 

The winners in the Cookery classes were: 

Carrot cake (recipe provided): Madeleine Hill 

6 biscuits: Alison Brown 

A scotch egg: Freda Baxter 

Lemon curd: Madeleine Hill 

Lemon and lime marmalade: Alison Brown 

Smoked mackerel pate: Margie Talbot 

The potato competition was won by Jane Savage. 

Remembrance Day Afternoon Tea 

We will be offering afternoon teas between 2pm and 4pm on Sunday 14th November, £10 per head. All profits will go to the Royal 
British Legion. Please contact Pam Waugh or Alison Brown for tickets, or any WI member who will pass on your request. 

In addition, we would like to make a display of poppies, (knitted or crocheted) and a pattern is attached if 
anyone would like to help us. Red, (for victims of conflict), purple (for animals killed in conflict) or white (for 

peace). Please pass your contributions to Wendy McLeod. Thank you. 



 

 



 

Finally we got to go ahead with our village 
fete, a chance for old friends to meet up and 
the villagers who have moved in 
during the past tough couple of years 
had the chance to see what a friendly 
group we are.  

 
The most encouraging thing for us was the amount 
of newer residents who stepped up and ran stalls 
and the enthusiasm that all our team showed, 
helping to make such a fantastic atmosphere and 
successful day.  

 
The end result was an amazing profit 
of £4,510.72 the best result for about 
15 years - Well done everyone.  

 
The Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall 

Committee have  sent a cheque for £500.00 to the Thames 
Valley Air Ambulance, which I am sure that you will agree is 

a really worthy cause.  

...And Finally,   we would like to send our 
congratulations to Stacey and her husband. Stacey 
who is the daughter of Marie and Nick Schlusar. 
Stacey came to the fete as always and at 11:30 pm 
on Saturday went into 

hospital and gave birth to 
a baby girl who they have 
named Mila, who is the 
8th great grandchild of 
Marion and Norman 
Mercer.  
Tony Reynolds and 
Madeline Carman 

 Photos courtesy of www.shutterspeedimages.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/wstillerphotos 



 

www.Slapton-PC.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Slapton Parish Council are pleased to announce that the new Parish website is now live. We hope you all like the new layout, 
but most importantly, it is now fully compliant with the WCAG accessibility requirements that mean it provides inclusive 

access for all. 
 

Please take time to have a look at our new site and by all means do let us know if there are any errors you find. Also, let us 
know if there is any other information you feel may be appropriate for us to make available on the web site and we will 

consider your request, this includes promoting local events and local businesses. 

 

We have included links to the most frequently needed services provided by Buckinghamshire Council, so do make use of 
these links to report back to them issues you may notice around our Parish. 

 Slapton Parish Council  
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 
8pm on 13th October at  Elizabeth Griffin Memorial 
Hall 

Recreation Ground 

Some of you may have noticed that over the past month or so 
the Parish Council has had some 
maintenance work carried out on some of 
the recreation ground equipment. We are 
pleased to let you know now that we have 
brand new swing seats on both the toddler 
& junior swings installed which will give a 
much more comfortable experience for the 
little ones. Not only that the two zip lines 
have also been given an overhaul with new trolleys and seats 
being installed to give a smoother and exhilarating ride for the 
older children. There are still a couple items to complete over 
the next month or so but in the meantime enjoy the recreation 
ground.     Cllr Rob King 

Grove Litter Bin 

Our local handy man John has been hard 
at work again around the parish, this time 
he has erected the long awaited ‘Please 
Take Your Litter Home’ sign following on 
from the installation of a new litter bin back 
in March.  The sign has been installed 

within the parking area at Grove which is popular with 
walkers, fisherman and boaters alike. With the new sign and 
litter bin the residents are now hoping that the long battle with 
litter in the area is now in the past and it can become a litter 
free area for all to enjoy.  
Cllr Rob King 

Play Around The Parishes 2021 

Back by popular demand.  the 
younger members of our community 
were welcomed on to our 
Recreation Ground by the Play 
Around the Parishes team to enjoy 

a fun filled day.   

Slapton Family 
club on 4th 
August assisted Play Around the 
Parishes in a variety of games, activities 
and play equipment, all  followed by 
refreshments.   

 We were delighted to see over 30 children,  making it  
memorable day for the very 
youngest members of our 
community. 

Slapton Parish council are 
indebted to Kirsti for the 
organisation of the 
afternoon. 

 

http://www.slapton


Proposed Solar Farm  
 

As you may be aware, a planning application for a large solar 
farm on the outskirts of Slapton has been lodged with 
Buckinghamshire Council. The proposed site follows the 
canal, starting someway out then turning through 90° at the 
corner where Mill Road crosses the Ouzel, continuing along 
the canal to approximately level with the middle of Slapton. 
The extent of the proposed site is 37 hectares, or to put 
another way, well over 3 times the size of the village.  

Some on the local Facebook group have welcomed this as a 
triumph for green energy, suggesting it will have nothing but 
benefits for the environment. 
Unfortunately, the facts provided in 
support of the application don’t back this 
up. There is the genuine potential for a 
negative impact on Slapton and the 
surrounding area.  

The Government’s National Planning 
Policy Framework states ‘Applicants 
should work closely with those affected 
by their proposals to evolve designs that 
take account of the views of the 
community’. Given the potential harm to the local 
environment, the visual impact of the installation, the 
significant increase in heavy traffic and the impact on house 
prices, the local community had a right to be consulted ahead 
of any planning application. From the surprise expressed by 
many in the community, it’s abundantly clear that the 
applicant has made no effort to engage with the village or 
wider community.  

The growth of solar farms across the country has alarmed 
many environmental charities as huge areas of land 
disappear under acres of black panels. They are uneasy that 
the  suggested improvements in biodiversity fail to materialise 
and local communities are adversely affected by these 
installations.  

The Campaign For Rural England support renewable energy 
but only if a new development is part of a strategic plan and 
local communities are involved. It also requires minimising 
impacts on landscape, tranquillity and heritage and bringing 
net benefits to wildlife.  

In support of the planning application is a document called 
the Design and Access Statement. The document clearly 
states that the solar farm will cause a ‘moderate adverse’ 
environmental impact which has been defined by the 
applicant as not significant. However, in the context of 
planning applications requiring the submission of a detailed 
Environmental Impact Assessment, a moderate adverse 
impact is always considered to be significant and, thereby, 
requiring requisite mitigation measures.    

We cannot assume that a solar farm of this scale will improve 
the local flora and fauna. A ‘significant impact’ on the 
environment (as referenced in the paragraph above) 
suggests quite the reverse is true and that the development is 

likely to have a negative impact on birds, animals and plant 
life in the area. There is also the question of the visual impact 
of such a large construction on what is a very rural setting. 
The solar panels, fencing, any required lighting and possible 
CCTV will inevitably be at odds with the green fields we’re 
used to seeing.  

The location of the proposed solar farm is very close to the 
new light-industrial unit at the equestrian centre which has 
recently been approved as well as the proposed development 
of 16 houses and the village hall. Both Government guidance 
and the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan requires that all 
applications take full account of the cumulative effects such 
as traffic and the aesthetic impact of other local 

developments. There is no evidence to 
suggest that any such consideration is 
being given to the solar farm 
application.  

There has been a lot of research into 
the impact of the solar farms on local 
house prices and the general 
conclusion from independent 
researchers is that they have a negative 
impact on house prices. So much so 
that the location of solar farms is one of 

the critical areas covered when a search is carried out during 
the house buying process. Reports suggest house prices 
within a 1km radius of a solar farm decrease by about 2-3% 
following the installation of a local solar farm (ref. Vox EU 
research analysts + Sciencedirect.com). Taking the average 
house price in Slapton, prices for local properties will fall by 
an average of between £10,000 to £15,000.  

There’s no denying that we must all applaud green energy 
and look for opportunities to reduce the carbon footprint. But 
at the same time we need to avoid a solution that has the 
potential for such a negative impact on our rural heritage, the 
local flora & fauna and, of course, our own property values. 
I’m an ardent environmental campaigner so have taken the 
time to fully research what sounded like a ‘green 
development’. Unfortunately, what I have found demonstrates 
that any benefits that the solar farm will produce are far 
outweighed by the potential harm that it will have upon the 
environment and our village.  

Jeremy Whinnett 



Didn’t we have a fabulous time! 
‘Thank you for the music!’ for the amazing organisation and 

musical skills of  Dave Mann and his line up of exceptionally 

talented musicians made Summer Music 2021, a  fabulous day of  

community spirit, fun, laughter, and friendship. 

It was awe inspiring to see how when our community work 

together how much we can achieve, and 

we see not only the talents but also the 

good heartedness of our neighbours.  

Thank you to our awesome 

community……….  with 

special mention to Jayne 

Tardieu, and our amazing WI 

for organising  the 

refreshments. 

  A huge thank you 

to David, Frank, 

Tim and Lucy for 

running the bar,  

also Steve, Chris, 

John and everyone who contributed so much to  make the day 

special.  Proving once again that together as a community we can 

achieve so much.  Slapton Horton and Grove you are AMAZING!! 

 

 

 

Good Friends 



Holy Cross Church Slapton 
Church Diary October 2021 

Welcome Friends 

I would firstly like to say an absolutely huge thank you to 
everyone who came to our Summer Music event on 7th August - 
I am sure you will all agree it was a 
great day with some great music 
and we will try to do this again next 
year - although the weather turned a 
little it did not dampen our 
enjoyment of the day! 

There are so many thanks to send 
out - not least to Emma Griffin for all 
the hard work she put in and the loan of her lovely garden - we 
simply could not do this without her!! 

Also thanks to Jayne Tardieu and the ladies of the WI for their 
refreshments which made the day. Particular thanks to Sally for 
the amazing cakes she always makes for us! A big thank you to 
David, Tim and Frank for an excellent bar. And where would we 
have been without the Portaloos provided by Steve Golder! 

And a big thank you to all the helpers and 
others who contributed - too many to 
mention individually! 

We raised in excess 
of £2,000 (still 
counting) which is 
much needed 

additional funds for our bell project which 
despite a couple of minor delays should be 
starting in the next few weeks. 

 

Services this month (October) will be as follows; 

Sunday 3rd @10:30am - Holy Communion led by Revd David 
Holloway 

Sunday 17th @10:30am - Morning Praise  

Sunday 24th @10:30am - Sunday Breakfast in the EGM Hall 

We will also be continuing our online and telephone service 
every Sunday at 9:30am led by Revd David Holloway 

Every Sunday @9:30am  

facebook.com/holycrossslapton/live 

Unfortunately the company we use to provide our telephone 
conference system has ceased trading so we have had to find 
an alternative’ It is slightly different and the phone number is a 
local rate number (usually free on most service plans) 

New telephone number:  03307772413     Room No: 540350 

From November, the services will be: 

1st Sunday @10:30am - Holy Communion 

3rd Sunday @10:30am - Morning Praise 

4th Sunday @10:30am - Sunday Breakfast in the EGM Hall  

with an additional service on 14th November @10:30am for 
Remembrance Sunday  

Other services in the Benefice. 

All Saints Marsworth - please ring John on 01296 662252 

St Marys Ivinghoe - ring Sandra on 01296 668648 

You can be assured of a very warm welcome at any of our 
services and events. 

With our very best wishes  Wendy and David Mann 
Churchwardens       01525 221202 

 
 
 
 

 
Slapton Parish Councillor Vacancy 

 
Being a Councillor 
 
Slapton Parish Council needs a new team member; if you think you would 
like to get involved and are over 18 years of age contact the Clerk email parishclerk@slapton-pc.org. 
 
What is a Councillor? 
 
Councillors are elected to represent an individual geographical unit on the council, known as a ward or - parish – 
in Slapton it is the entire parish which includes Slapton, Grove and Horton.  They are generally elected by the 
public every four years, but there is a Co-option space available on the Parish Council.  
 

mailto:parishclerk@slapton-pc.org


Our Community Groups 
Slapton Family Club 
Hi All, 

Ihope you had a nice few weeks with the children at home, it 
has flown by! 

It was lovely to see so many of you come for the annual “Play 
in the parish.” 

Admittedly it was more geared for the younger children, 
however this did not stop the older ones getting involved, 
playing football, or zooming along the zip wire  

Halloween scavenger hunt and best dressed window competition: 

It’s nearly that time of year again! Let’s see if the lovely 
people of Slapton can give our kids a spooky bit of fun like 
last year! 

A copy of the scavenger hunt is on page 4 of Villager. The 
aim is to find all the items on the list around the village in 
peoples windows! 

Anyone can join in! Please decorate your windows in a 
Halloween theme and the best dressed window will receive a 
small prize. 

Don’t forget your pumpkins too! You don’t have to carve 
them, painting them is great fun too! 

After nearly 6 years running the family club, I feel we need 
some fresh ideas and families involved. I started this in order 
to meet other families in the village, and I am so thankful to all 
the lovely people we have met and who I can genuinely call 
‘friends’. My son now has such a great group of friends in the 
village, so I would highly encourage for someone to start up 
something similar, especially those with younger children or if 
you are new to the village. 

Without the family club, I would have felt very isolated living 
here and I thank all of you who have helped me over the 
years, and most of all, the lovely friends we now have. I will 
arrange a Christmas something for the children before I 
leave.. watch this space! 

All the best   Kirsti 

To Join the Family Club Call Kirsti on 07752 269851 
 

Slapton Craft Club 

Looking forward to craft club and hope to see everyone, lwe 
have ots of poppies to attach to our netting.  

If anyone would like to join  just come along, no membership 
fee, just £2 each meeting for tea and biscuits. 

To join Craft Club contact Wendy on 222776 

 

Senior Citizens Club 

Senior Citizens Club next meeting will be on Thursday 7th 
October at 2pm in the village hall.   A warm welcome awaits 
new members.  Please come along any time for a chat, enjoy 
a cuppa and games of Bingo with us. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Kind regards    Shirley Burrell 

To join Senior Citizens please call Shirley on 221413 

Recreational Ground Football Pitch 

Since the beginning of the year the Recreational Ground has 
had goal posts and nets installed and the pitch has been 
regularly white lined. 

A couple of suggestions have been made as to how to 
increase the use of the pitch. Firstly, the creation of Youth 
Teams and secondly a Walking Football team say for the 
over 40’s. Both arrangements will be open for both male and 
female participants. 

If you think this is a good idea, let me know at the email 
below and we can set up a meeting to discuss in the Village 
Hall. 

Frank Wakefield       Frankwakefield07@icloud.com 

The Spirit of Slapton  

We are looking forward to Family Bingo our first event since 
lockdown.  Are you able to volunteer?  Meeting at Jaynes 
house, 49 Church Road on 7th October at 7.30pm.  Would 
love to see you there.  Jayne 220474 

The 100 Club  
Club winner for August was Terry & Joan O'Donoghue with 
ball number 13.  
 
To Join the 100 Club contact Madeline Carman 220393  

Defibrillator Training 
 
You will have noticed that there is a defibrillator sited at the 
Village Hall in Slapton and the Parish Council have recently 
installed a second machine in Horton. 
 
South Central Ambulance runs courses to enable you to 
become familiar with this equipment, the prompt use of 
which may save a person’s life. 
 
Depending upon how many are interested a course or 
courses can be set up later in the year at Slapton Village 
Hall.  
 
To gauge possible numbers can you respond either by e 
mail or filling in the slip below and posting it in the Slapton 
Parish Council Mail Box to be found on the outside of the 
Village Hall. 
 
The course is free, however a donation to South Central 
Ambulance Charity will be appreciated 
 
E mail: villagerslapton@gmail.com 
 
Or complete the slip below 
 
 
I am interested in attending a defibrillator course and would 
like to know the dates when training will take place. 
 
 
Name: 
……………………………………………………………….. 
 
Address: 
……………………………………………………………. 
 
Telephone No.: 
………………………………………………………… 
 

mailto:villagerslapton@gmail.com


Walking with Maggie 
Cheddington to Mentmore Part 2 
To take a different path back to Cheddington Station, turn right at 
the Stag Inn and continue along The Green until the road swerves 

to the left. At this point you continue 
straight ahead as indicated by the 
footpath sign on your right towards the 
entrance to an imposing garden. Sadly 
you do not enter the garden but follow the 
sign to the footpath on 
your right down a narrow 

alley among trees and stinging nettles to emerge 
into a field of barley [below]. Follow the sign along 

the left-hand side of the 
field, continuing gently 
downwards until you reach 
the end of the field. It was 
about here that I spotted a muntjac deer. 
Turn left at the 

bottom of the field, then follow the sign on 
your right to follow the path as it passes 
between two rows of high hedge.  When you 
emerge from the path through the hedges, a 
field opens up in front of you. You continue 
straight on for about 10 metres than turn right through the barley 
field towards the railway Cross the path of grass at the end of the 
part planted with barley, turn right at the 
footpath sign, over the bridge and follow 
the edge of the barley to the bridge under 
the railway visible in front on your left.  
Turn left to pass below the railway line. 

The path 
stretches out 
before you, straight through the barley. You 
leave this field over a rickety stile followed 
by a small bridge to a clear path through a 
wheat field ending in a gate leading to the 
B488.  

From here, cross the road and continue 
towards Horton on the verge on the left of 
the road. When you reach the sharp right-
hand bend into Horton, take the footpath 
ahead of you into the abandoned 
orchard. It’s rough going in the orchard – 
just the place to sprain your ankle if 
you’re not careful – and the paths that might have been there once 
tend to peter out but basically you need to walk straight across until 
the field widens on your right. Access to the next part of the path is 

a bit complicated here. My guess is that 
before the whole area became so 
overgrown it was possible simply to turn 
right and follow the fence to the stile.  
Now, however, brambles prevail, so 
head for the left end of the large clump 
on your right, 

turn sharp right and pass between the 
brambles and the perimeter fence. You 
will find a stile on your left where the 
footpath continues. At this point you 
realise you are crossing the kennels in 
Horton as groups of indignant dogs (all 

safely inside an enclosure) gather to see you off. You cross a single
-track road belonging to the kennels before leaving the dog 
enclosure through a kissing gate. Cross the next field and through 

another kissing gate. In the subsequent field, 
you are faced with a hedge to your right. The 
path, clearly visible as it is well trodden, 
actually runs to the left of the hedge. However, 
this whole footpath is a veritable Odyssey, as 
having put Cerberus behind you, you now 

encounter the Cattle of the Sun God. A herd of young cattle grazing 
in the field may focus on you as an object of 
interest so it may be more prudent to walk to 
the right of the hedge, then nip back into the 
first field through a kissing gate followed by 
a rickety bridge situated on the left about 20 
metres from the end of the right-hand field. 
Continue towards the road on a well-worn 
and very clear footpath with the hedge on your right, to find the way 

out, somewhat overgrown, over a stile onto 
the B488 opposite the last row of houses on 
the far side of Horton. 

Cross the road and take the path obliquely 
opposite at the side of the last row of 
houses outside 

Horton. There are some very tall nettles here 
though the path clears as you find yourself 
crossing under the railway. As the line is 
close to the station embankment at this point, 
the arch of the bridge is high above you as 
you walk under it – plenty of scope for graffiti. 
You emerge into the field where you started, where the barley has 
now been harvested and a hare was running through the remainder 
of the stalks. Turn left and walk back to Station Road in 
Cheddington. 

 

Photos of the Horton to Cheddington path by Max Godsland. 

Many thanks to Mac Cleland for facilitating my car parking so that I 
could research the last part of the path without worrying about my 
car. 

Distances: 4 km (approx. 2 ½ miles) from Mentmore back to Station 
Road Cheddington.  

Terrain: In the Mentmore area, the footpaths are generally clear and 
well-maintained by the landowner, who I am reliably informed is 
Mentmore Park Farms. Along the final part of the path, particularly 
in the orchard, they are anything but!  Walking shoes are essential 
and this part of the path could not be done with a buggy. The stiles 
are also a bit rickety  

Maps: OS Explorer map 181 is very helpful. Interestingly, this map 
designates the stretch from Mentmore to the B488 as part of the 
Outer Aylesbury Ring. The Public Rights of Way Map from the 
Buckinghamshire website also shows the bridleway 
(buckinghamshire.gov.uk → Environment → Public Rights of Way 
Map).The Two Ridges Link Linear Route map also shows most of 
the path but unfortunately does not include Mentmore itself and also 
omits to mark the small stretch under the railway bridge. 

Our thanks to our lovely Maggie Godsland for detailing 
another fantastic walk, and for helping us to truly appreciate 
the beautiful area we live. 





Useful numbers 
Parish Council   Cllr Wakefield 07716 723780 

Village Hall Bookings  Madeline Carman 220393 

Church Wardens Dave and Wendy 221202 

Volunteer Helpline  Judith 222131 

The Villager   Emma 01525 221111 

100 Club Madeline Carman 220393 

Family Club Kirsti 07752 269851 

Senior Citizens Club Shirley 221413 

The Craft Club Wendy 222776 

Womens Institute Alison 07961 594466 

Foodbank local 07860 780127  

Buckinghamshire Council 01296 585858 

Beacon Villages Community Library 01296 387890 

Helplines 
www.nhs.uk Advice on covid-19, childhood illnesses injuries 

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk Bucks County Council 
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus   

Coronavirus Government help https://www.gov.uk/
coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable 

District Council help www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/
coronavirus/community-hub 
Aylesbury Women’s Aid       01296 436827 

www.reducingtherisk.org.uk/cms/content/information-and-
advice-buckinghamshire                                                          
Help and advice on  domestic abuse 
www.bucksmind.org.uk  Mind  mental/emotional help 

www.childline.org.uk  (free, private and confidential help for 
children and young people) 

Childline 0808 800 5000 (adults concerned about a child) 

Childline  0800111 (help for children)  

 

The Villager Advertising Rates 
Copy for the November Villager is due on the 20th October 
at villagerslapton@gmail.com or call at Buffalo House, Mill 
Road, Slapton and speak to Emma on 01525 221111  

Boxed Display rate –Commercial 
Full page - £40 per month 

1/2 page - £25 per month 

1/4 page - £15 per m onth 

1/8 page - £10 per month 
Boxed Display rates –Non profit 
Full page - £25 per month 

1/2 page - £14 per month 

1/4 page - £8 per month 

 

Digital Version: If you are receiving a paper copy of The 
Villager and would prefer to receive it by email, contact the 
editor  at villagerslapton@gmail.com or Emma Griffin at 
Buffalo House on 221111 

Our community would love to hear your news, pictures, and 
updates.  For inclusion in the next issue please contact 
www.villagerslapton@gmail.com or Emma on 221111 

Editors Note: Contributors to The Villager should be 
aware that the editor reserves the right to edit text 
submitted, for reasons of accuracy, sense, clarity, tone, 
relevance and space.   

‘By being yourself, you put something beautiful into 
the world that was  not there before’ 

Edwin Elliot 

Bin Days 
Blue Lid/Garden Waste/Food Bin     13,27 October 

Waste Bin/Food Bin          6, 20 October 


