
The Villager 
Newsletter for Slapton, Horton and Grove           February 2022 

 

 
Check our village website regularly www.slapton-pc.org  & 

social media www.facebook.com/groups/slapton  

www.facebook.com/slaptonhortongrove        

 

 

 

Save The Date 

February  Renew or join 100 Club to support your village hall  

3 February 2pm Senior Citizens Group at EGM Hall 

5 February 11am Meeting for New Toddlelr Group at EGM Hall 

8 February 7pm   Craft Club at EGM Hall  

9 February   8pm    Parish Council Meeting  at EGM Hall 

12 February 10.45   Soto Zen Meditation  at EGM Hall 

18 February 8pm Quiz Night Pub In the Hall  at EGM Hall 

21 February 7pm Slapton and Horton WI at EGM Hall 

22 February 7pm Craft Club at EGM Hall 

27 February 9.30am Messy Church at EGM Hall 

Community Matters 



Editors Note: 

Hello Everyone, and welcome to our new 

look ‘Villager’. 

Following an uncertain Christmas and New 

Year in the villages in no small part  due to 

the Omicron virus, it is fabulous to see so 

much planned for 2022. 

Our Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall is 

getting busier all the time, not only as a 

venue for our community groups but 

hosting regular ‘Pub In The Hall’ evenings 

and we are all looking forward to 

the Quiz Night on 18th February, 

come and join us for a great 

evening. 

We are delighted that one of our 

community, Dom, is launching a meditation 

class in the hall on 12th February, 

everyone is welcome and we wish Dom the 

very best in her new venture. 

We are all getting excited about the 

Platinum Jubilee celebrations planned for 

the village, so far we have live music, 

childrens entertainment and even a tea 

dance taking us back to 1953.  For those 

who would like to give dancing a try, 

Loraine is hosting classes especially for us, 

within our hall so we are ready for the 

day, see page 8.   

Anyone who would like to join in the fun and 

become involved in this  unique historic 

event please contact 

villagerslapton@gmail.com 

Our thanks go to Kirsti who after 4 years 

has stepped down from Family Club.  We 

would love to hear from anyone who has 

ideas of new groups we could set up within 

the community, Our fabulous hall 

committee are always supportive on  new 

ideas and ways to improve our village . 

We are all very excited to see Karen 

Winchester is putting together a new 

toddler group within our village, We all 

know how important it is to have a 

support group when our children are young 

so please support Karen by coming along on 

5th February to EGM Hall to discuss 

ideas.  Also if anyone has toys they are no 

longer needing, our new toddler 

group would be very appreciative. 

 A reminder that 100 Club is 

starting from March and to have 

the chance of winning a big prize 

and supporting your hall at the same time 

see page 4.   

Our awesome Hall Committee have also 

asked me to remind everyone we have a 

wheelchair available for use within the 

community stored at EGM Hall.  Contact 

bookings for the hall should you wish to 

borrow it. 

Roger Jordan has alerted us that keys 

have been found in Church Road, please 

get in touch if you think they are yours. 

And finally, to all the amazingly supportive 

Villager team, to our feature writers, 

proof readers, delivery team , advertisers, 

photographers and everyone who 

contributes, to all of you a huge  

Thank You! 

With much love to everyone  Emma xx 



Saint Barista Coffee  

at Holy Cross Church 

Slapton     

10am-3pm 

Times can be subject to change so please  

keep updated at:  facebook.com/

saintbarista                   

The Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall Committee welcome you to 

 Pub In The Hall Quiz Night 

Put a team together 

Friday 18th February 8pm 

 

 

 

 

Please be aware Cash Bar Only, no card machine 

If you would like to get involved in this new community venture speak to 

any member of the Committee on the evening 

Looking forward to seeing you!  



 

 

The 100 Club is your chance to support your Village 

Hall – and a chance to win one of the monthly cash prizes!   

How does it work?  You buy one or more ‘numbers’ for a year at a cost of £12 

per number.  Then the third Friday of every calendar month one of the numbers will be 

drawn for a cash prize.   

It’s easiest for us if you pay £12 in advance for the whole year – cash or cheque 

(cheques dated 1st March 2022  please). 

How much can you win?  Depends on how many numbers are sold.  The 

more people who take part, the bigger the prizes! During 2021 the monthly pay out 

was £50, except on each of four ‘super months’ when the prize is boosted to £100.   

The more who are in, the more you can win! 

Where does the money go?  To prizes, obviously, but the excess proceeds go 

towards the upkeep of the Village Hall, which costs around £3,000 a year to maintain 

and run. In 2021 the 100 Club raised over £500,  a big Thank You to everyone 

who took part! 

Please complete the slip below and deliver to Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall (white 

post box) with payment. Alternatively, phone Pam 07787 171025 or Wendy 222776  – 

who will come and collect your entry. 

Last Name:    

First Name: 

   

Address:  

Phone:   

I would like to buy      Number(s) in the 100 Club and enclose cash / cheque (payable 
to Slapton EGM Hall) for  

Names for additional numbers, if relevant: 

The 100 Club  
– time to join or renew! 



 Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall 

Are you looking for a venue for your event or party or space for your group or 

exercise class? We would love to hear from you. 

Our hall has an interior size of 113 sq. metres, benefits from seven large windows 

and can accommodate up to 100 people.  Facilities include a fully equipped kitchen, 

a stage area, full complement of tables and chairs, toilet facilities, a small car park 

and foyer which leads into the main hall. 

Our hall has recently re-opened following extensive renovation including the laying 

of a new floor, and we welcome new bookings. 

Rates: £12 per hour and £10 per hour for residents, additional discounts 

availableFor more information please call the bookings clerk on 01525 221111 or 

villagehallslapton@gmail.com 

Throughout the country communities are 
recognising the valuable contribution 
made to communtiies by Village halls.  

Halls do much to improve life for local 
residents, , combating loneliness, and 
delivering a wide range of 
activities and services, 
and providing a safe 
space for the community 
when it was most needed. 

Our Elizabeth Griffin 
Memorial Hall Committee 
team have been working 
hard over recent months.  
We have introduced a 
regular Pub In The Hall night, with live 
music and quizzes, we are delighted to 
announce we have improved the sound 
amplification for meetings which will 
benefit our local groups for those hard of 
hearing, and we are very excited we 
have a full calendar of events to share 

with you over the next year.  

Working in the background is our 
amazing hall committee, headed up by 
Chairman John O’Dwyer, assisted by  
Frank Wakefield as  Secretary, David 

Debutts, with Finance. 
Emma Griffin on  
Bookings, Pam Waugh 
100 Club and Wendy 
McLeod our Venue 
Manager, and we are 
delighted to welcome 
both Dave Mann with all 
his expertise in technical 
and sound, and Jayne 
Tardieu as our fabulous 

new events co-ordinator.   

We are looking forward to welcoming you 
to our hall, do take a look at our new web 
page and online booking availability. 

www.slapton-pc.org/village-hall/ 

Village Hall Week 24-31 January  

mailto:villagehallslapton@gmail.com


Introduction to Soto Zen 

I would like to invite you to an introduction to 

Soto Meditation,  a simple practice of quiet 

sitting called Zazen. 

Soto Zen 

Soto Zen is a Japanese lineage of 

buddhism, reduced to a very simple method 

of meditation, characterized by spontaneity 

and naturalness, focusing on 

connection with your 

body and breath. 

Soto Zen was 

developed in the ninth 

century by the Chinese 

Monks Tozan (Ch. 

Dongshan) and Sozan 

(Ch. Caoshan), the first 

syllables of their names 

making up the subsequent 

name of the school. It 

stressed doing meditation 

without a goal, as everyone is 

already inherently 

enlightened. Soto Zen 

Buddhism is distinguished by 

its focus on the down-to-earth 

practice of “everyday zen.” It 

encourages awareness of the 

workings of one’s own mind 

and seeing intro the  true nature of the 

world around them.  

Introduction to Zazen 

During introduction I will talk you through a 

meditation position, through the basics of 

our practice with a brief context of soto zen. 

We will meditate for 40 minutes together (2 

x 20 minutes) and there will be a chance to 

talk and ask questions afterwards. 

Session is free of charge. 

 

What to bring: 

Please bring: two thick (but not fluffy 

blankets) or meditation cushion and matt. 

Please wear dark, comfortable clothes, 

comfortable socks, please leave jewelry at 

home. 

Who is the session for: 

Everyone 18 years and 

over, all ages/level of 

mobility are welcome 

(one can sit on the chair 

or wheelchair too) 

Please make sure you 

are comfortable in 

staying in closer 

proximity to the others 

without masks (we will not be 

wearing facemasks during 

meditation session) 

Location/Timing 

Slapton Elizabeth Griffin 

Memorial Hall 

12th of February (subject to 

change to be announced on 

Slapton Facebook Page) 

 10.45 am doors 

 11.00 am start  

 12.00 finish 

See you there 

Dom. 12 Spinney Bungalows, Slapton 

Contact:  To register your interest or ask 

any questions please email me at  

dominika.dronska@gmail.com  



  Lee is Running for Samaritans 

“Hi everybody! Just a brief update on my 

Samaritans Jog November Challenge.  

I got out every day in November 

and ended up running a total of 

110km!  

In doing so I raised £365 for the 

Samaritans and the total raised 

by everyone doing it was a 

whopping £275,000!!  

Not only that, but there was an 

amazing sense of community on 

the associated Facebook group. 

Many of the fundraisers were struggling 

mentally themselves, whether that be from 

bereavement, depression, agoraphobia or 

simply the impact of the many months of 

government restrictions and isolation 

imposed on them. I’ve never been part of a 

more supportive and caring experience on 

social media! It has even spawned a couple 

of spin off groups that are still active weeks 

later.  

So, all in all a great success - and I’ve been 

asked by Samaritans to be a 

Community Champion for their 

next fundraising challenge 

“310,000 steps in March”!  

Keep an eye out on all the usual 

platforms for this if you’re 

interested in taking part.  

Remember, too, that Samaritans 

are available 24/7 should you 

need them. Just call 116 123, day 

or night.  

Finally, thanks to all the drivers that gave 

me a wide berth on the lanes around 

Slapton and thanks to Kirsti for the 

supportive toot and waves!!  

Happy New Year everyone!   Lee” 

Happy Birthday Zac! 

Zac celebrated his 3rd Birthday at 

EGM hall with all his friends 

Your party looks amazing Zac, 

Happy Birthday from all your 

friends in the village xx 



In preparation for our Jubilee Tea Dance, Loraine has organised a new class for 

Slapton Horton and Grove residents and their friends. 

Sequence Dance 

We are a friendly Dance club that welcome 

new members .  

Sequence dancing is excellent for exercise for 

body and mind and for making new friends . 

For more information    

Contact Loraine 01525221498 .   

Come and try at EGM Hall on 4 March  2-4pm 

New Toddler Group at EGM Hall 

Hi all, I’m keen to run a toddler group on a Friday morning in the village hall, 

starting in April/May time. I’d love to hear what people think would work (I’ve 

got a few ideas based on what I’ve seen at groups I’ve been to with my little 

ones.) I’d also really love any support/any volunteers to help me (I’m still 

finding my feet as a mum of two.)  

Initially, I’d like to meet as a group of parents/adults to discuss any ideas for 

the sessions and what people think would work/suit the family dynamics in 

the village and, if anyone would like to help, we can discuss logistics with 

regards to this too. I’d like to propose a brief meeting at the village hall on 

Saturday 5th February at 11:00am and would love it if you could confirm by 

text whether you’d be able to come. My mobile number is: 07590 478487. I 

am also keen to source any toy or arts and crafts donations for the toddler 

group. If you’ve had a post-

Christmas clear out, I’d really 

appreciate anything you think would 

work well for our new toddler group! 

Thanks so much, 

 Karen Winchester 

07590 478487 

 



Save The Date for the Best Day of the Year 

Thursday 2 June 2022 

HRH Queen Elizabeth II    Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

Slapton Parish Council & Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall Committee invite you to join 

in our celebration of Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee. 

 Childrens Jubilee Party 

 1953 Coronation Tea Dance 

 Live Music throughout the day 

 Live Bands & Displays 

 Lighting of the Brazier  

 Bar &  Wagyu Grill 

 Stalls, games and fun all day 

 Jubilee  Scarecrow Competition  

 Games and fun all day 

And much much more…. 

We want YOU! 

However you would like to get involved we would love to hear from you.  If you have a 

talent, a good idea, could run a stall or come along and support us on the day we 

would be delighted for you to join us.  Contact  cllr.griffin@slapton-pc.org now to 

be part of this historic village event. 

We will keep you updated  over the next few issues. 

This month we focus on Lorraine O’Dell who in organising our Jubilee Tea Dance, 

she welcomes dancers new and experienced and will be holding classes at EGM Hall  

in preparation for the big day, if you have always wanted to give dancing a try now is 

the time, see left  .   

A great way to boost your fitness and social and emotional wellbeing, as well having 

as lots of fun. 

Cllr Emma Griffin 



Recreation Ground Update 

Some of you might remember that last 

year the Parish Council carried out 

some improvement/maintenance works 

to the play equipment within the 

recreation ground, well we are at it 

again, and are going to add some more 

equipment for you to enjoy.  

All you budding fitness enthusiasts will 

soon be able to have a workout locally 

thanks to the new external gym 

equipment that we are proposing to 

have installed later 

this year. The Parish 

Council are currently 

thinking of installing 

a Table Tennis 

Table, a Big Rig 

Multi Gym, a Chest 

Press/Pull Down and 

an Arm & Pedal 

Bike, the latter 

two will be 

disabled 

access pieces 

of equipment. A 

new pathway is 

also being 

considered 

which will 

hopefully circumnavigate the entire 

recreation ground meaning that we will 

finally be able to jog or walk around a 

circuit without getting muddy. 

The younger residents haven’t been 

forgotten either as we are proposing to 

install a Viking Swing within the 

children’s play area. These have 

proved to be extremely popular in other 

playgrounds around the country and 

I’m sure will be a big success here too. 

So watch this space for further updates 

as and we know more information. 

Councillor Rob King 



www.slapton-pc.org  

Slapton Parish Council are pleased to announce that the new Parish website is now live. 

We hope you all like the new layout, but most importantly, it is now fully compliant with the 

WCAG accessibility requirements that mean it provides inclusive access for all. 

 

Please take time to have a look at our 

new site and by all means do let us know 

if there are any errors you find. Also, let 

us know if there is any other information 

you feel may be appropriate for us to 

make available on the web site and we 

will consider your request, this includes 

promoting local events and local 

businesses. 

 

We have included links to the most frequently needed services provided by 

Buckinghamshire Council, so do make use of these links to report back to them issues you 

may notice around our Parish. 

We will continue to update and expand the content of the site, please check back regularly 

for all of the latest news and information. 

Over the last two months, three 
individuals have been co-opted to Slapton 
Parish Council. This brings the Council up 
to the maximum allowed of seven. 
 
Two Councillors joined the Council in 
December 2021.  
 
Maggie Godsland who has taken on the 
Portfolio responsible for Environmental 
issues, in particular the Bee Slapton 
project, Tree Preservation and is 
researching a potential site to become a 
managed nature area in the Parish. 
 
Emma Griffin has taken on responsibility 
for organising HM The Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee celebrations for the Parish. This 

will take place on Thursday June 2nd 2022 
on the Recreational Ground culminating 
in Slapton joining the rest of the United 
Kingdom in a simultaneous Brazier 
lighting at 9.15 pm. 
 
At the January 2022 meeting Tom Harris 
from Grove was co-opted. 
 
The Council is now composed of four 
Councillors from Slapton, two from Grove 
and one from Horton 
 
Cllr Frank Wakefield Chairman 

Slapton Parish Council now at full 
strength 

http://www.slapton


Funding for local community projects up for grabs 

Community boards are two-way partnerships between the council and local 

communities. The essence of our vision is summed up in our simple strapline – Local 

voices, local choices, local action. By working together, we can truly bring change 

and improvement to our area, directly addressing your concerns and priorities at a 

local level.  

We have funds available to support projects that meet the agreed priorities. This 

includes anything from support for older people to health and wellbeing, transport 

and youth initiatives. Of particular focus this year are initiatives to improve the 

environment and supporting economic recovery.  

If you have an idea for funding or are just keen to get involved in an action group 

looking at how to tackle local issues, get in touch with us at: 

Do you have a great idea for a community initiative that will benefit local 

people but just needs the funds to get it off the ground?  

Have you already got a successful community project that you’d like to 

expand or develop?  

If the answer is yes, then the Wing and Ivinghoe Community Board want to 

hear from you.  

Defibrillator Training 

Following the success of our December training 

Course, Another course can be arranged if there 

is sufficient interest. 

The course is free, however a donation to South 

Central Ambulance Charity will be appreciated 

Email contact@slapton-pc.org    Alternatively, 

fill in the details below and post in the 

Slapton PC Mail Box at Elizabeth Griffin 

Memorial Hall 

 

I am interested in attending a defibrillator course  

Name: ……………………………………………………………….. 

 

Address: ……………………………………………………………. 

Telephone No.: ………………………………………………………… 

mailto:contact@slapton-pc.org


MP Greg Smith Visits Slapton 

Just before Christmas Greg Smith, our 

constituency MP, visited Slapton to meet with 

some local residents. The meeting was to 

discuss two key points: (1) the difficulties we 

have living so close to a county boundary 

(issues on the Beds side affecting us are 

ignored and Bucks don't get involved) and (2) 

the continued, unplanned growth of the 

combined Toddbury Farm, Greenacres and 

Stables traveller sites. Planning applications to 

support the growth of these sites continue to be 

submitted and recently an overarching 

application made by Central Beds Council 

("CBC") was approved for 80+ dwellings on 

Greenacres (these aren't new 

dwellings but theoretically 

empower CBC to enforce 

controls - if only CBC would use 

the powers of enforcement they 

have).   

A list of issues was presented to 

Greg including the growth of the 

sites, the litter issues, repeated 

finds of nitrous oxide canisters 

and the fact that many residents won't use the 

road past the sites because of the perceived 

risks (there were more issues, all painted a 

frustrating picture). Greg entirely recognised the 

issues and informed us that he and Andrew 

Selous (MP on the other side of the county 

boundary) had parked in Billington and walked 

to the sites in the summer. This visit certainly 

opened his eyes to the litter situation and he 

commented that their visit to the sites attracted 

some uncomfortable attention when they went 

in.  

Greg shared the frustration of the group as this 

is a wider issue that is getting very little 

attention; planning applications can be endlessly 

appealed and the traveller community are 

second to none in prolonging applications (and 

avoiding enforcement action). He discussed 

planning reforms at length saying this is a big 

topic in Parliament at the moment and 

suggested many MP's share the frustration that 

the existing planning requirements are 

fundamentally broken. Whilst he continues to 

campaign to have planning requirements 

amended he asked that we plan any objections 

carefully and coordinate any objections to large 

planning applications; we must ensure that any 

objections stick to just facts and legislation and 

avoid emotion at all costs. Sadly the conclusion 

of the part of the meeting discussing the 

traveller sites was that there's little we can do if 

there is no criminal activity (must be recorded 

activity). He agreed that CBC had let us, and 

Billington, down and commented that any 

dealings with them that he has had have been 

very challenging. We cannot request an 

independent review into their handling but Greg 

suggested that mounting a campaign to raise 

the lack of enforcement by CBC with national 

media would be a more effective way of dealing 

with it. 

He also mentioned that Thames 

Valley Police have recently set 

up a Rural Crime Unit and 

suggested we contact them and 

try to arrange a meeting to 

discuss all rural crime issues for 

the village and surrounding 

areas. This suggestion is being 

looked into and will be actioned if 

at all possible. On the point of the road between 

Slapton and Billington and the volume of heavy 

traffic, he said the suggestion from one resident 

that we block the road wouldn't be legal (!) but 

did suggest that traffic calming measures such 

as width restrictions and speed humps may be 

an option. On the subject of fly-tipping and 

antisocial behaviour he suggested we look into 

getting CCTV installed (there's a team in Bucks 

council who do this), so that is worth looking 

into. Finally the solar farm was mentioned and 

he said he was against these in principle, had 

already objected to quite a few and he will 

review the one behind the equestrian centre.  

In conclusion it was good to see our MP actually 

visit the village and listen to our concern, but will 

anything come of his visit, will he actually be 

able to make any changes? No, I don't think he 

will. But at least we have some ideas to work 

with!  

Jeremy Whinnett 



Holy Cross Church Slapton 

Church Diary February 2022 

Welcome to the New Year at Holy Cross 

Church Slapton and apart from wishing 

you all a better and happier new year 

than last, we’d like to thank you all for 

your support for Holy Cross. 

We’d also like to welcome all newcomers 

to the village and meeting you sometime 

at one of our events or in church.  

Without normal fund raising, it’s been a 

difficult time, and we have had a South 

Wall that required extensive repairs as 

well as trying to carry on with the Bell 

restoration 

project. 

Without your 

support we 

would not 

have 

managed to 

get the 

repairs done 

or got half 

way through 

our bell restoration project which we 

expect to be completed May/June this 

year so thank you very much. 

We have moved our Quiz Night from 

January to March 19th as we wanted to 

be sure that we could provide a safe 

environment and hopefully past the major 

part of the pandemic. 

We are also going to be doing two music 

events in Emma Griffins garden, planned 

for 25th June and 27th August. These will 

be fund raisers towards our next project - 

to build toilet facilities into the church - 

something much needed for a very long 

time. 

We also have appointed a new vicar - 

James Grainger-Smith from Yorkshire 

who will be joining us in the summer - I 

will let him tell you all about himself in a 

future Villager but we are very excited to 

have someone who I hope will make a 

huge contribution to our church and to the 

village. 

Julian Mann has resumed his Saint 

Barrista coffee shop in the church - 10-

3pm every weekday - you can be assured 

of a very warm welcome as well as an 

amazing cup of coffee/tea/hot chocolate. 

As always, we have a Sunday morning 

streamed 

service at 

9:30am on 

facebook live: 

facebook.com/

holycrossslapton/live 

which is also available (at the same time) 

on our telephone conference system: 

please dial: 03307772413  and enter the 

room number:  540350 

Until Revd James arrives, our standard 

pattern of services will continue with 

Communion on the 1st Sunday of the 

month, Morning Praise on the 3rd Sunday 

and Sunday Breakfast in the EGM Hall on 

the 4th Sunday all at 10:30am. 

 



Church Diary 

This month will be as follows: 

Sunday 6th Feb 10:30am - Holy 

Communion led by Revd David Holloway 

Sunday 20th Feb 10:30am - Morning 

Praise 

Sunday 27th Feb 10:30am - Sunday 

Breakfast in the EGM Hall 

Sunday 6th Mar 10:30am - Holy 

Communion led by Revd David Holloway 

Other services in the Benefice. 

All Saints Marsworth - please ring John 

on 01296 662252 

St Marys Ivinghoe - ring Sandra on 

01296 668648 

You can be assured of a very warm 

welcome at any of our services and 

events. 

With our very best wishes for a healthy 

and prosperous New Year. 

 

Christmas Eve Carol Service 

2021 

Thanks to everyone who came along and 

supported our rather special Christmas 

Eve Carol Service. 

We really didn’t know until 

the last minute whether 

we could actually go 

ahead with it, so the 

decision to do this in the 

churchyard (not inside the 

church) was made. 

Despite the intermittent 

then persistent rain we 

had a really great crowd 

who all stayed until the 

end even though it was on 

the damp side!! 

The service was made special being led 

by Cheddington Brass Band who I think 

we should invite back for next year when 

it will of course be snowing!! 

Extra thanks to Lucy Debutts for her 

amazing solo singing of Panis Angelicus 

and the Beacon Choir for leading the 

carol singing and their lovely singing of 

Little Jesus, Sweetly Sleep. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wendy and David Mann  Churchwardens  

Holy Cross Slapton  01525 221202 

holycrossslapton@gmail.com 



Our Community Groups 

Slapton Craft Club 

The Craft Club look forward to meeting 

on 8th and 22nd February in the Village 

Hall. 

Everyone welcome, just come along and 

have a chat, £2 for tea and biscuits. 

We are a friendly group, all busy crafters, 

you can learn a new craft or bring your 

own and share your skills with us. New 

year new energy. 

To Join Craft Club contact Wendy 

McLeod 01525 222776 

Slapton and Horton WI 

We had a great meeting to start off the 

year with a speaker, Adam Smith, giving 

a talk about servants in grand houses! 

As well as being informative it was 

interesting and entertaining to hear about 

the “comings and going’s” below stairs!  

Over the last few weeks we have 

welcomed new members which means 

our membership has a grand total of 25 

members. 

We celebrated with “a Christmas Lunch 

at Grove Lock which was thoroughly 

enjoyable and it gave us all time to catch 

up on each other’s news .  

We are looking forward to our next 

meeting where we will be learning to tie 

scarves ! If anyone would care to come 

along as a guest please contact either 

Alison or myself and we can give you the 

details.  

To join WI call Pam or Alison 

07961 594466 

Senior Citizens Club 

My apologies for having to cancel the 

January meeting due to various reasons. 

The next meeting of the Senior Citizens 

Club will be on Thursday 3rd February at 

2pm in the village hall. 

A warm welcome awaits new members.  

Please come along any time for a chat, 

enjoy a cuppa and games of Bingo with 

us. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Shirley Burrell  

To join Senior Citizens please call 

Shirley on 221413 



Yvinghoe Tales: St Mary the 
Virgin Church, Ivinghoe 27th & 
28th of November 2021 
 
Take a cold winter’s night,  a 
church lit by frosty moonlight, a 
choir straining at the leash to 
be freed from the penal 
servitude of the pandemic, a 
bunch of strolling players 
(“strolled” up from Slapton), a 
wee folky band of fiddle, 
accordion, pipes and flutes, 
tambours and bells, and a true 
story from the depths of the 
thirteenth century, when the 
village of Ivinghoe was 
content in its smallness, 
and happy as it was, but 
big in the plans of a power-
hungry bishop, one Peter 
de Roches, keen to 
increase the prestige and 
influence of his diocese. 
Then add local author and playwright 
Dave Sivers to fashion and hone the 
story in the style of Chaucer’s 
Canterbury Tales (very fashionable at 
the moment with Zadie Smith’s The Wife 
of Kilburn at The Kiln). And, finally, 
introduce Judith Sheridan, long-time 
Music Director and conductor of the 
Beacon Choir,  who has composed and 
arranged a score at once medieval 
(somewhere between the school of 
“Notre Dame” and “Sumer is icumen 
in”), with drones and parallel fifths and 
modal melodies, but also sprightly folky 
elements, incorporating themes of the 
period, adapted for the choir, others 
newly composed but always with a 
healthy dash of contemporary choral 
writing thrown in, and you have the 
ingredients of an intriguing evening’s 
entertainment. As the plot winds its way 
through euphoria to disappointment, to 
rebellion, then disaster, and finally to 
redemption, we are on a roller coaster of 
emotions. Using different textures, such 
as “industrial” percussion in the building 
sequences, and a terrifying textural 

effect as dozens of disparate tuneless 
voices whisper of the burning of the 
crops, the trees, the wildlife, and most of 
the village including the half-built 

church, the full tragedy of the 
villagers is felt. When finally, 
one Bishop Richard de 
Chaseport comes to the rescue 
and funds the building of the 
church which still stands today, 
the relief is palpable! 
Congratulations to all involved, 
The Beacon Choir, The Slapton 
Players, the tireless band of 
musicians, expertly marshalled 
and directed by Judith 

Sheridan, Dave Sivers for 
the vibrant text, all ably 
assisted by imaginative 
lighting and sympathetic 
sound. 
  
John Cameron 28th Nov 
2021 
 



The first-ever 

Buckinghamshire 

Council Jobs and 

Apprenticeships Fair will 

take place on Saturday 5 

March. 

The county-wide event, which will be 

held at The Elgiva Theatre in Chesham, 

will be a chance for businesses and 

organisations to showcase their career 

opportunities to those looking for an 

apprenticeship or job, as well as those 

who are looking to reskill or explore new 

horizons. 

Around 30 employers will be attending, 

including: Aldi, BBC, Buckinghamshire 

Council, Greggs, Morgan Sindall Group, 

National Grid, Ocado, Papa Johns, 

Pinewood, Thames Valley Police and 

The Army. 

The fair, which coincides with National 

Careers Week, has been organised by 

Buckinghamshire Council with support 

from Chesham Town Council and 

Chesham & Villages Community Board. 

Gareth Williams, Buckinghamshire 

Council’s Cabinet Member for Planning 

and Regeneration, said: 

“As a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, 

we’ve unfortunately seen a rise in 

unemployment in the county. However, 

it’s encouraging to see 

that over recent months 

there has been an 

increase in job postings 

in Buckinghamshire. 

“Our first-ever jobs and 

apprenticeships fair will 

help match local 

employers with local 

candidates and will 

help our residents kickstart their career 

or get back into work after an extended 

break. 

“I would also like to thank all of our 

partners who are helping to make this 

important event possible.” 

Joseph Baum, Buckinghamshire 

Councillor for Chess Valley, commented: 

“It’s been a long-running passion of mine 

to help people find opportunities in 

Buckinghamshire, and I’m proud to have 

played a part in this event. It’s genuinely 

exciting and rewarding to be helping to 

lead the first of what I hope will be many 

more Buckinghamshire job fairs to 

come.” 

Additional partners for the fair include 

Buckinghamshire Business First, 

Buckinghamshire College Group, 

Buckinghamshire New University, the 

Department for Work and Pensions, 

Oasis Partnership, Chiltern Chamber of 

Commerce, Screen Skills, All Spring 

Media and Buckinghamshire Skills Hub. 

Buckinghamshire Jobs and 

Apprenticeships Fair will run from 10am 

to 3pm on Saturday 5 March and those 

interested in attending the free event 

can secure their place now at: https://

bit.ly/3Gpq14V 



Family Club 

Happy New Year to you all! 

I just wanted to say a huge thank you to 

those who donated Christmas gifts for 

children in local care. The charity (Domestic 

Abuse survivors) was overwhelmed with 

Slapton’s contribution, so a huge thank you 

for helping me support them. 

It was such a shame to postpone the 

children’s Christmas disco, however I felt 

being so close to Christmas and the way the 

pandemic was changing again, I decided it 

was best to cancel for us all to have a 

(hopefully) covid free time with our families. 

I do hope you were able to enjoy some 

quality family time over Christmas and I 

wish to you well for 

the forthcoming 

year.  

This will be my last 

posting on behalf of 

the family club; 

however, I do hear 

whispers of other 

Mums coming together to start a toddler and 

baby group here in Slapton. This is how I 

began, and my son is now 8 years old! So, 

watch this space for future updates. 

Thanking all of those who have supported 

me over the years. It all started alongside 

Thea, who helped set it all up with me. Over 

the years we have had Halloween parties, 

Christmas parties, Easter egg hunts, a kids 

stall at the fete, teddy bear picnics in the 

park and many more. The best thing about 

the family club, and its whole purpose really, 

is that my son now has a great group of 

friends in the village, and I have made 

friends for life. 

Wishing you all well and we will see you at 

the next village events. 

Best wishes        Kirsti x 

Thank you Kirsti 

We would all like to thank Kirsti for her 

valued contribution to the families of our 

community over many years, as Kirsti has 

mentioned anyone interested in taking up 

the reigns of Family Club would be providing 

a valuable link between families  and part of 

a great group within the village. 

Karen Winchester is keen to start a toddler 

group, if anyone would like to join her or has 

new ideas for the village get in touch at 

villagehallslapton@gmail.com 

 

Caeiro  

Whatever he is doing, 

Wherever he is grazing, 

Whatever he is grazing, 

He stops and comes over to me 

     for a stroke. 

He has told me how the moon 

Also beats.  

And when he has told me 

How he is unaware of thinking, 

I am at the top of the lane  

That goes into Searches … 

They call it so because this is so.  

- - - - - - - - - - - 

Julian Mann 



Christmas in Slapton Horton and Grove was as beautiful as ever, thank you to 

everyone who decorated your houses, we looked so festive. 

Our beautiful Christmas tree was gifted and decorated 

by the Golder family, and electricity supplied over the 

Christmas period by the Crickmay family,  our thanks to 

you both for your  generosity to the community. 

New Year in EGM Hall this year was welcomed in with 

a glass of champagne and the awesome John Knowles 

playing live through the evening. 

Hats off to our Hall Committee for enabling EGM Hall  

could remain open providing a safe environment  

during the most challenging of times.. 

Our thanks go to Clare Crickmay for her photographs. 

Christmas and New Year in Slapton Horton and Grove 



 

Dendricide 

 

Only scattered wood chips, 

No stump, no roots, no stub. 

Flat ground.  

As if the tree had never been. Not 
simply felled but obliterated. 

 

As if its murderers, anxious to hide 
the evidence of their crime, 

Had furtively dissolved the body in 
an acid bath. 

 

Maggie Godsland 

New Tree for Slapton 

We have been advised that 

Buckinghamshire Council intend to 

replace the willow 

tree with a different 

species namely a 

Liquidambar 

Styraciflua, also 

known as a Sweet 

Gum Tree.  

Buckinghamshire 

Council anticipate it will be planted 

within the next 4-5 weeks. 

 





More Bucks homes to benefit from 

funding to improve energy efficiency 

  

Even more less well-off households in Buck-

inghamshire are set to benefit from new fund-

ing to make their homes more energy efficient 

following a successful, joint bid for central 

government funding. 

With rising fuel costs and the country braced 

for an announcement on an increase to the 

cap on energy prices later this month, the 

news will be welcomed by hundreds of house-

holds in Buckinghamshire, many of whom are 

at risk of being pushed into fuel poverty as a 

result of the increases. 

The BEIS (Department for Business, Energy 

& Industrial Strategy) Sustainable Warmth 

competition which ran last year invited bids 

from local authorities for a share of the availa-

ble funding. Buckinghamshire Council joined 

forces with other regional authorities under 

the umbrella of the Greater South East Ener-

gy Hub (GSEEH). The funding allocation has 

just been announced and Buckinghamshire 

has received £4.9m to support local house-

holds. 

The new funding brings together two schemes 

to help local authorities tackle fuel poverty on 

a local level. The grants are generally used to 

install energy saving upgrades and low car-

bon heating in households on low incomes. 

Adding in the new funding, since October 

2020, Buckinghamshire Council has received 

£7.3m to help improve poorly insulated homes 

in the county. 

Peter Strachan, Cabinet Member for Climate 

Change and Environment said: “We are de-

lighted to hear that our funding bid has been 

successful. This is great news for both house-

holders and our wider community. Improving 

your home’s energy efficiency translates into 

lower heating bills and the wider benefits of 

cleaner energy help to reduce our carbon 

footprint so it’s good news all round.” 

Eligible home-owners can find out more about 

how to access the funding via the GSEEH 

website. The scheme will benefit both home-

owners and those who rent privately. The new 

grant funding will potentially help more than 

400 households in the county and includes 

properties that are ‘off grid’, currently using an 

alternative energy supply such as oil. 

Nick Naylor, Cabinet Member for Housing, 

Homelessness and Regulatory Services said: 

“With so many residents experiencing real 

difficulties with their household bills at pre-

sent, and the certainty that costs are only 

going to rise, we are extremely grateful to 

colleagues at our local Energy Hub for secur-

ing us this new funding and helping us to 

improve the lives of residents. The majority of 

people want to do their bit to help the environ-

ment but when money is tight, it's not always 

easy to put those thoughts into action. With 

the help of this funding we can do something 

about that. 

“Our housing and climate change teams will 

work together with colleagues at the Hub to 

ensure all those who are eligible know about 

the scheme and are given the opportunity to 

benefit.” 

For owner occupiers, the work will be carried 

out for free. However, for rental properties 

(whether private or social), the landlord will be 

expected to pay at least one third of the cost 

towards the work. 

For more information on the funding visit the 

GSEEH website. 

Anyone worried about their energy bills can 

access free advice and information via the Big 

Energy Saving campaign being run jointly by 

Citizen's Advice and the Energy Saving Trust. 

It includes ideas on how to save energy at 

home: Energy advice for your home - Energy 

Saving Trust and advice on what to do if your 

energy supplier goes bust: Your energy sup-

plier has gone bust - Citizens Advice  

  



Useful numbers 

Parish Council Cllr Wakefield 07716 723780 

Village Hall Bookings  Emma Griffin 221111 

Church Wardens Dave and Wendy 221202 

The Villager   Emma 01525 221111 

100 Club  Pam 07787 171025  

Family Club TBA meantime Emma 221111 

Senior Citizens Club Shirley 221413 

The Craft Club Wendy 222776 

Womens Institute Alison 07961 594466 

Foodbank local 07860 780127  

Buckinghamshire Council 01296 585858 

Beacon Villages Community Library 01296 

387890 

Aylesbury Women’s Aid       01296 436827 

www.childline.org.uk  (free, private and 

confidential help for children and young 

people) 

Childline 0808 800 5000 (adults concerned 

about a child)  0800111 (help for children)  

 

The Villager Advertising Rates 

Boxed Display rate –Commercial 

Full page - £40 per month 

1/2 page - £25 per month 

1/4 page - £15 per month 

1/8 page - £10 per month 

Boxed Display rates –Non profit 

Full page - £25 per month 

1/2 page - £14 per month 

1/4 page - £8 per month 

Copy for the March edition of Villager is due 

on the 16 February at 

villagerslapton@gmail.com or call at Buffalo 

House and speak to Emma on 01525 

221111  

Digital Version: If you are receiving a paper 

copy of The Villager and would prefer to 

receive it by email, contact the editor  at 

villagerslapton@gmail.com or Emma Griffin 

at Buffalo House on 221111 

Our community would love to hear your 

news, pictures, and updates.  To be included 

in the next issue please contact 

www.villagerslapton@gmail.com or speak to 

Emma on 221111 

 

Bin Days 

Blue Lid/Food Bin/Brown Bin  2nd & 16th Feb 

Green Waste Bin/Food Bin   9th and 23rd Feb     

Editors Note: Contributors to The Villager 

should be aware that the editor reserves 

the right to edit text submitted, for reasons 

of accuracy, sense, clarity, tone, relevance 

and space.  The Editor does not accept 

responsibility for the accuracy or the 

opinions expressed in text submitted to the 

Villager by third parties  


