
The Villager 
Newsletter for Slapton, Horton and Grove           March  2022 

 

 
Check our village website regularly www.slapton-pc.org  & 

social media www.facebook.com/groups/slapton  

www.facebook.com/slaptonhortongrove        

 

 

 

Save The Date 

Don’t forget to  renew or join 100 Club to support your 

village hall  

3 March 2pm Senior Citizens Group at EGM Hall 

8 & 22 March  7pm   Craft Club at EGM Hall  

9 March  8pm    Parish Council Meeting  at EGM Hall 

19 March   Quiz Night and supper at EGM Hall 

21 March 7pm Slapton and Horton WI at EGM Hall 

24 March 2pm Sequence Dancing at EGM Hall 

25 March    Bingo Night & Pub In the Hall  at EGM Hall 

27 March 10.30am Sunday Breakfast at EGM Hall 

Community Matters 



Hello Everyone,  

February has been a busy month in Slapton 

Horton and Grove.   

Our EGM Hall committee hosted a very 

successful Quiz pub night where it was 

lovely to see so many of our friends and 

neighbours.  Our next event is Bingo on 

Friday 25th March, looking forward to 

seeing you there. 

Our awesome Hall Committee have also 

been hard at work installing new sound 

amplification within the hall, replacing the 

cooker, and now we can see ‘What's On’ at 

the hall by going to our website 

www.slapton-pc.org.  It is also now possible 

to reserve a booking online.   

The 100 Club still have a few numbers 

available, this is a marvellous way of 

supporting your village hall, whilst maybe 

winning a large cash prize.  Your support is 

enormously appreciated, details on page 8. 

For those who enjoy a good quiz, Holy 

Cross Church have their quiz night on 19th 

March, tickets are £10 and include supper 

and a drink.  This is usually very popular so 

please get your tickets early. 

Our Parish Council is very busy as always 

with projects for the community.  This 

months new project is ‘Bee Slapton’ co-

ordinated by Councillor Maggie Godsland 

who will be at our EGM Hall on Saturday 12 

March 11am to 1pm to hand out your ‘Bee 

Bombs’. 

Slapton Horton and Grove residents have 

the opportunity to help the bee population 

by planting a ‘Bee Bomb’ provided free of 

charge, thanks to our Parish Council, to 

every home in our community.  Other 

exciting council projects include  new 

village signs, new play and exercise 

equipment on the recreation ground,  in 

addition to  planning  our Platinum Jubilee 

Celebrations, and ensuring the future of 

areas such as Jubilee field.  Our Parish 

Council meetings are about and for the 

community, and we would love to see you if 

you get chance to come along and meet 

our hardworking Parish Council. 

Our Platinum Jubilee Celebrations are well 

under way, we are delighted that Frank 

Bruno has agreed to  open our day.   We 

now have a fun filled agenda with childrens 

entertainment, Jubilee tea, and even a tea 

dance, taking us back to 1953.  Loraine is 

hosting classes especially for us, within our 

hall so we are ready for the day, see P15.  

We are in need of a  Mapole Dance  

teacher, as Cheddington School have 

offered us their Maypole, if you can help we 

would be ever so grateful. 

In addition there will be live music all day, 

bar, Childrens Jubilee Tea, Wagyu burgers, 

WI, stalls, and lighting of our own Brazier.  

Slapton Horton Grove have a great day 

planned, we hope you can all be there.   

If you would like to join in the fun and 

become involved in this  unique historic 

event please contact 

villagerslapton@gmail.com 

Our awesome Hall Committee have also 

asked me to remind everyone we have a 

wheelchair available for use within the 

community stored at EGM Hall.  Contact 

bookings for the hall should you wish to 

borrow it. 

And finally, to all the amazingly supportive 

Villager team, to our feature writers, proof 

readers, delivery team , advertisers, 

photographers and everyone who 

contributes, to all of you a huge  

Thank You! 

With much love to everyone  

Emma xx 



Saint Barista Coffee  

at Holy Cross Church 

Slapton     

10am-3pm 

Times can be subject to change so please  

keep updated at:  facebook.com/

saintbarista                   

The Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall Committee welcome you to 

 Pub In The Hall Bingo Night 

Friday 25th March  7pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be aware Cash Bar Only, no card machine 

Looking forward to seeing you!  





As our contribution to restoring the lost 

wildflower habitat so important to bees, 

Slapton Parish Council is providing one pack 

of Bee Bombs free to every 

household in Slapton, Horton and 

Grove. Slapton residents can collect 

their Bee Bomb from the EGM Hall 

from 11 am to 1 pm on Saturday 12 

March. Grove and Horton residents 

will be given theirs personally by 

Councillors King and Cleland 

respectively. 

Hazelmere Council have recently 

implemented a similar project. The bee-

friendly flowers provide solitary bees - who 

make up 90% of the bee population and play 

a vital role in pollination - with a place to stop 

and refuel at frequent intervals. So more 

wildflowers means more bees. 

Bee Bombs are a mix of 18 British wildflower 

seeds, fine, sifted soil and locally sourced 

clay. The seeds are native species and 

designated by the Royal Horticultural Society 

as "Perfect for Pollinators". 

They are half annuals and half 

perennials and provide a 

natural and diverse habitat. 

They come as seed balls rather 

than loose seeds, which 

increases germination rates 

and makes them easier to use than loose 

seeds.  

Bee Bombs just need to be scattered onto 

cleared ground to create a wildflower 

meadow. It is important that the ground is 

cleared as wildflowers grow slowly compared 

to weeds and grasses, so they need to be on 

a cleared patch in a sunny position with 

plenty of rain. 1 pack provides coverage for 

roughly 21 sq. ft / 2m² of wildflower meadow. 

Every Bee Bomb comes with instructions. 

And if you do not have any spare ground in 

your garden or if you have no 

garden, Bee Bombs grow equally 

well in pots and troughs.  

Bee Bombs can be planted anytime 

throughout the year but spring and 

autumn are considered particularly 

good times. Around 20% will start 

flowering in the first year. Biennials 

and perennials in the mix will start 

blossoming in the 2nd year, so this is a long-

term project.  

No particular skills are needed! 

Find a patch of ground 21 sq. ft/2m2 in your 

front garden in a sunny, well-watered 

position. 

Clear the ground of weeds and grasses. 

Throw your Bee Bombs onto the cleared 

soil. 

Wait for your wild flowers to 

grow. 

Be patient – remember only 

20% of the flowers will emerge 

during the first year. 

OR find a suitable container and fill it to a 

few inches below the rim with a peat-free 

multi-purpose compost. Add a 2 cm layer of 

a peat-free seed compost and then thinly 

sow a layer of wildflower seed. Add another 

1 cm layer of seed compost and again, sow 

a layer of wildflower seed. 

For further information, please visit: https://

www.beebombs.com/ 

Bee Slapton 

Or how Slapton, Horton and Grove can save the world by restoring our bee population 

Slapton residents: please collect your Bee Bomb from the EGM Hall between 11 am and   

1pm on Saturday 12 March. 

Horton and Grove residents: please await delivery by Councillors Mac Cleland and Rob King. 



www.slapton-pc.org  

Slapton Parish Council are pleased to announce that the new Parish website is now live. 

We hope you all like the new layout, but most importantly, it is now fully compliant with the 

WCAG accessibility requirements that mean it provides inclusive access for all. 

 

Please take time to have a look at our 

new site and by all means do let us know 

if there are any errors you find. Also, let 

us know if there is any other information 

you feel may be appropriate for us to 

make available on the web site and we 

will consider your request, this includes 

promoting local events and local 

businesses. 

 

We have included links to the most frequently needed services provided by 

Buckinghamshire Council, so do make use of these links to report back to them issues you 

may notice around our Parish. 

We will continue to update and expand the content of the site, please check back regularly 

for all of the latest news and information. 

Anti-social Behaviour around Mill 
Road Garages 

 
Following concern expressed by 
Parishioners about the anti-social 
behaviour around the garages owned by 
the Vale of Aylesbury Housing Trust 
(VAHT), a site meeting was held on 
Wednesday 23rd February with 
representatives of Thames Valley Police 
and VAHT. 
 
Whilst it is thought that the problem 
cannot be eradicated entirely, a number 
of courses of action were considered. 
 
At the next Parish Council Meeting on 
Wednesday 9th March 2022, Thames 
Valley Police and a member of VAHT 

have agreed to attend to present their 
findings and to seek reactions from the 
Parish.  
 
Cllr Frank Wakefield 
Slapton Parish Council 

The next meeting of Slapton Parish 

Council will commence at 8pm 

Wednesday 9th March everyone 

welcome. 

Lower Priced Broadband Tarrifs 

BT, Virgin Media, Hyperoptic, and 
Community  all offer social broad-
band tariffs that are available to peo-
ple on low incomes who are in receipt 
of certain benefits.  

These tariffs cost as little as £15 per 
month for a fibre broadband connec-
tion, and sometimes include a call 
plan with inclusive calls too. For more 
information go to www.slapton-pc.org 

http://www.slapton


Save The Date for the Best Day of the Year 

Thursday 2 June 2022 

HRH Queen Elizabeth II    Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

Slapton Parish Council & Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall Committee invite you to join 

in our celebration of Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee. 

 Childrens Jubilee Party 

 1953 Coronation Tea Dance 

 Live Music throughout the day 

 Live Bands & Displays 

 Lighting of the Brazier  

 Bar &  Wagyu Grill 

 Stalls, games and fun all day 

 Jubilee  Scarecrow Competition  

 Games and fun all day 

And much much more…. 

We want YOU! 

However you would like to get involved we would love to hear from you.  If you have a 

talent, a good idea, could run a stall or come along and support us on the day we 

would be delighted for you to join us.  Contact  cllr.griffin@slapton-pc.org now to 

be part of this historic village event. 

We will keep you updated  over the next few issues. 

Lorraine O’Dell  will be holding sequence dance classes at EGM Hall  in preparation 

for the big day, if you have always wanted to give dancing a try now is the time, see 

page 15.   

We have been offered a maypole, if anyone would be interested in helping us with 

with this we would be very grateful. 



 

 

The 100 Club is your chance to support your Village 

Hall – and a chance to win one of the monthly cash prizes!   

How does it work?  You buy one or more ‘numbers’ for a year at a cost of £12 

per number.  Then the third Friday of every calendar month one of the numbers will be 

drawn for a cash prize.   

It’s easiest for us if you pay £12 in advance for the whole year – cash or cheque  

The next draw will be at the Pub In The Hall Bingo night on 25 March, good luck every-

one! 

How much can you win?  Depends on how many numbers are sold.  The 

more people who take part, the bigger the prizes! During 2021 the monthly pay out 

was £50, except on each of four ‘super months’ when the prize is boosted to £100.   

The more who are in, the more you can win! 

Where does the money go?  To prizes, obviously, but the excess proceeds go 

towards the upkeep of the Village Hall, which costs around £3,000 a year to maintain 

and run. In 2021 the 100 Club raised over £500,  a big Thank You to everyone 

who took part! 

Please complete the slip below and deliver to Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall (white 

post box) with payment. Alternatively, phone Pam 07787 171025 or Wendy 222776  – 

who will come and collect your entry. 

Last Name:    

First Name: 

   

Address:  

Phone:   

I would like to buy      Number(s) in the 100 Club and enclose cash / cheque (payable 
to Slapton EGM Hall) for  

The 100 Club  
– time to join or renew! 



 Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall 

Are you looking for a venue for your event or party or space for your group or 

exercise class? We would love to hear from you. 

Our hall has an interior size of 113 sq. metres, benefits from seven large windows 

and can accommodate up to 100 people.  Facilities include a fully equipped kitchen, 

a stage area, full complement of tables and chairs, toilet facilities, a small car park 

and foyer which leads into the main hall. 

Our hall has recently re-opened following extensive renovation including the laying 

of a new floor, and we welcome new bookings. 

Rates: £12 per hour and £10 per hour for residents, additional discounts 

availableFor more information please call the bookings clerk on 01525 221111 or 

villagehallslapton@gmail.com 

9 April 2-4pm 

At Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall 

Large tables £10 

Small tables £5 

To book your table contact 

villagehallslapton@gmail.com 

Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall 

Committee Report 

Our EGM Hall Committee have again 

been very active over the last month.  

We have installed new sound 

amplification, thanks to the technical 

expertise of Dave Mann, which will have 

huge benefits to those attending Parish 

Council meetings and also benefiting our 

community groups.  Pam and Wendy are  

delighted to accept new members to our 

100 Club, proceeds to help support our 

valuable community space.  Please do 

check out our new booking system on 

our webpage www.slapton-pc.org/village

-hall enabling everyone to see what is 

coming up, and to be able to book the 

hall for your own use.  The Committee 

are delighted at all the support shown at 

the February quiz night, and look forward 

to welcoming you again at ‘Bingo’ pub 

night on the 25th March.     Emma Griffin Thank you for supporting your  village hall 

mailto:villagehallslapton@gmail.com


Holy Cross Church Slapton 

Church Diary March 2022 

This month we are trying to get back to 

normal and are holding a Quiz Night on 

Saturday 19th March. 

We very much appreciate all the support 

you give the church and hope you can 

make the date. 

Tickets are £10 each which includes a 

delicious supper and a glass of wine. 

These are available by emailing 

holycrossslapton@gmail.com or phoning 

Wendy on 01525 221202. 

You are always welcome at Holy Cross 

to join one of our services or now that we 

are moving into warmer times, to visit 

Julian Mann with his Saint Barista Coffee 

Shop - open 10-3pm every weekday - 

you can be assured of a very warm 

welcome as well as an amazing cup of 

coffee/tea/hot chocolate. 

As always, we have a Sunday morning 

streamed service at 9:30am on facebook 

live: 

facebook.com/holycrossslapton/live 

which is also available (at the same time) 

on our telephone conference system: 

please dial: 03307772413  and enter the 

room number:  540350 

We have had some technical issues with 

facebook live so will be slowly moving 

over to Youtube for these Sunday 

morning services. At the moment we are 

putting this on both facebook and 

youtube. Please search holycrossslapton 

on youtube and look out for the Cross 

icon! 

Until our new incumbent Revd James 

arrives, our standard pattern of services 

will continue with Communion on the 1st 

Sunday of the month, Morning Praise on 

the 3rd Sunday and Sunday Breakfast in 

the EGM Hall on the 4th Sunday all at 

10:30am. 

So this month will be as follows: 

Sunday 6th March 10:30am - Holy 

Communion led by Revd David Holloway 

Sunday 20th March 10:30am - Morning 

Praise 

Sunday 27th March 10:30am - Sunday 

Breakfast in the EGM Hall 

Sunday 3rd April 10:30am - Holy 

Communion led by Revd David Holloway 

Other services in the Benefice.  

All Saints Marsworth - please ring John 

on 01296 662252 

St Marys Ivinghoe - ring Sandra on 

01296 668648 

You can be assured of a very warm 

welcome at any of our services and 

events. 

With our very best wishes. 

Wendy and David Mann 

Churchwardens   

e: holycrossslapton@gmail.com 

t: 01525 221202 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Club 

Liz Pattison, Adam Winchester and I are 

taking over the reins for Family Club (I 

hope we can do as good a job as Kirsti 

did!) so it is time to take those diaries out 

and pencil in the dates of the upcoming fun 

family events that we have planned for this 

year.  

In order for these events to run, it is 

necessary that we ask for a 'membership 

fee' for Family Club - this small cost will 

ensure we have enough in 'our pot' to hire 

and support the village hall and provide 

prizes for your little ones at each event. We 

hope you can support us as a non-

profitable community group and see the 

benefits of signing up to be a member. The 

fee for membership is £10 and 

ALL monies received will be re

-invested in all 5 events during 

the year - there are some 

really fab ones on offer. There 

is no obligation to be a 

member, but events will be 

charged at £3 on the day for 

non-members so by becoming 

a member you will save some 

money in the long run, if you 

attend/plan to attend all 

events! If you are happy to 

become a member, please 

email or call me (Karen 

Winchester - details below) by 

Friday 1st April.  

Take a look at our posters 

(below) and you will see that 

the first of our five events kicks 

off with the Annual Easter Egg 

hunt! Although suitable for 3-8 

year olds, our events are open 

to everyone in the village 

including grandparents who 

may like to bring their 

grandchildren to these events! 

Please look out for our adverts in future 

editions of 'The Villager', as well as on the 

'Spotted: Slapton, Horton and Grove' 

Facebook group for more information on 

each event.  

We look forward to a year full of fun and 

games in order to bring the youngsters 

(and adults!) in our community together 

and we hope to see you at the Easter Egg 

Hunt on Sunday 3rd April, 2.30pm at the 

Village Hall!  

Thanks for supporting us! 

Karen and Adam Winchester, 10 Rectory 

Close, 07590 478487 

Liz Pattison, 25 Mill Road, 07926 250252 



 



Proposed New Route for Solar 
Farm Application 

 
The planning application for 
the solar farm rumbles on 
with new documents 
appearing on the planning 
portal all the time, the latest 
addressing the transport 
issues raised previously.   
The transport route 
suggested through 
Billington had stiff 
opposition, not just from the 
local villagers, but also from 
Central Beds Highways. As 
many voices of concern had 
pointed out, the road was 
deemed unsuitable not just 
because of the condition, but 
from a safety point of view.  
So now a new route has 
been suggested, and it is 
likely to have a detrimental 
impact on a much loved 
walking route. The new 
proposal is to come in along 
Horton Road, over the canal 
bridge and at the first S bend 
turn into the bridleway (The 
Two Ridges Link). A 
temporary road would 
replace the bridleway and 
then extend across the 
fields to the western tip of 
the proposed solar farm. At 
this point there would be a 
turning circle for the lorries 
with a suggested ‘one-in/
one-out’ movement of 
deliveries.  
The public footpath 
bisects the proposed 
solar farm at this western 
tip so on one side of the 
footpath will be the solar 
farm and on the other 
lorries pirouetting and 
being unloaded.  
From an environmental 
point of view it is bound 

to have an impact on the local ecology, 
old hedges will be at risk of damage and 
some will have to be removed. The most 

cursory of investigations 
along the footpath and 
bridleway shows many 
different animal prints which 
highlights just how important 
that area is.  
From a health and safety 
point of view there is a 
serious risk at the point the 
lorries would turn onto the 
temporary road. To make 
the manoeuvre they would 
have to cross into the 
opposite carriageway so 
anyone (car or bike) 
approaching the blind bend 
will suddenly be faced with a 
damn great lorry in front of 
them. The alternative would 
be to take more hedgerow 
away so that the lorries turn 
safely, but again we’re into 
the environmental damage. 
On a positive note, the local 
MP, Greg Smith, has written 
to Bucks Council in support 
of the village and strongly 
objecting to the solar farm. 
He points out that the scale 
of development is 
inappropriate for the rural 
setting and that the solar 
farm has a net-negative 
impact on the local villages. 
If you wish to know more of 
the proposal you can find 
the details on the planning 
portal (https://
tinyurl.com/4mfcavm2). If 

you have any views they 
can still be expressed 
through the portal.  
 
Jeremy Whinnett 



In preparation for our Tea Dance, part of our Jubilee Celebrations, 

Loraine has organised a New Beginner Class for Slapton Horton 

and Grove residents and their friends. 

Sequence Dance 

We welcome new members .  

Sequence dancing is excellent exercise for 

body and mind and for making new friends . 

For more information    

 

Contact Loraine 01525 221498  

Come and try at EGM Hall on 24 March 2-4pm  

Please call Loraine for future dates 



Our Community Groups 

Slapton and Horton WI 

This month we welcomed Rosa and 

Shirlene from “So You Boutique” in town. 

We had such a 

great evening 

learning many 

different ways to 

tie a scarf!  

Shirley won the 

raffle and 

Wendy was the winner of our competition 

which, this month, was to either 

embellish a scarf or completely design a 

scarf from scratch. 

We also helped Betty Warner celebrate 

her birthday. 

Betty is one of 

the longest 

serving 

members of 

our WI and we 

all had a lovely 

afternoon tea 

with Betty and 

her friends.  

Next month we are 

looking forward to 

hearing about the 

Mercy Ships .  

To join WI 

call Pam or 

Alison 

07961 

594466  

 

Slapton Craft Club 

Craft club will be on 8th and 22nd March 

as usual. We enjoy our varying crafts, 

always welcome new people, come and 

join us for a chat, tea and biscuits, or 

even learn a new skill. 

We have people who can teach you, or 

bring along a piece of work you mean to 

finish, but haven’t.   There’s no 

membership at all just £2 which covers 

hire of hall and your tea and biscuits. 

7 until 9 Wendy McLeod 222776 

To Join Craft Club contact Wendy 

McLeod 01525 222776 

 

Senior Citizens Club 

New members are always welcome 

To join Senior Citizens please call 

Shirley on 221413 

Happy Birthday Betty! 



Defibrillator Training 

We ran a training course in December and the indications are that there is interest in 

setting up a further course. It will probably take place in 

April or May. To be viable, we need a minimum of twelve 

people 

The course is free; however, a donation to South Central 

Ambulance will be appreciated 

Email contact@slapton-pc.org. Alternatively, fill in the 

details below and post in the Slapton PC Mail Box (the 

Black One) at the Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall. 

I am interested in attending a defibrillator course  

Name: ……………………………………………………………….. 

 

Address: ……………………………………………………………. 

Telephone No.: ………………………………………………………… 

Prayer, Approaching the  

Lych Gate Stile  

 

Simplicity is a moment  

You perceive, 

Moving among wilderness 

 

A large orb that reflects and  

    refracts it 

Looking off 

 

A birch shadows another 

A window looks to another. 

Julian Mann  







Useful numbers 

Parish Council Cllr Wakefield 07716 723780 

Village Hall Bookings  Emma Griffin 221111 

Church Wardens Dave and Wendy 221202 

The Villager   Emma 01525 221111 

100 Club  Pam 07787 171025  

Family Club TBA meantime Emma 221111 

Senior Citizens Club Shirley 221413 

The Craft Club Wendy 222776 

Womens Institute Alison 07961 594466 

Foodbank local 07860 780127  

Buckinghamshire Council 01296 585858 

Beacon Villages Community Library 01296 

387890 

Aylesbury Women’s Aid       01296 436827 

www.childline.org.uk  (free, private and 

confidential help for children and young 

people) 

Childline 0808 800 5000 (adults concerned 

about a child)  0800111 (help for children)  

The Villager Advertising Rates 

Boxed Display rate –Commercial 

Full page - £40 per month 

1/2 page - £25 per month 

1/4 page - £15 per month 

1/8 page - £10 per month 

Boxed Display rates –Non profit 

Full page - £25 per month 

1/2 page - £14 per month 

1/4 page - £8 per month 

Copy for the April edition of Villager is due on 

the 16 March at villagerslapton@gmail.com 

or call at Buffalo House and speak to Emma 

on 01525 221111  

Digital Version: If you are receiving a paper 

copy of The Villager and would prefer to 

receive it by email, contact the editor  at 

villagerslapton@gmail.com or Emma Griffin 

at Buffalo House on 221111 

Our community would love to hear your 

news, pictures, and updates.  To be included 

in the next issue please contact 

www.villagerslapton@gmail.com or speak to 

Emma on 221111 

 

Bin Day 

Blue Lid/Food Bin/Brown Bin 16th & 30 March 

Green Waste Bin/Food Bin   9th & 23 March 

Editors Note: Contributors to The Villager 

should be aware that the editor reserves 

the right to edit text submitted, for reasons 

of accuracy, sense, clarity, tone, relevance 

and space.  The Editor does not accept 

responsibility for the accuracy or the 

opinions expressed in text submitted to the 

Villager by third parties  


